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By Mr. Otis of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Real Estate Association
for an amendment of the law relative to petitions for leave to file appeals when
taxes have not been paid in full. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act ammending the law relating to petitions for leave

TO FILE AN APPEAL WHEN TAXES HAVE NOT BEEN PAID IN
FULL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 658, as most recently amended by chapter 621 of
3 the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 section:
5 Section 658. A person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors
6 to abate a tax of more than one thousand dollars on a parcel of
7 real estate, on account of which tax there has been paid either a
8 sum not less than one half of the amount of such tax or a sum
9 not less than one half of the amount which would be assessable

10 in the year of assessment upon a valuation equal to the average
11 of the valuations of said parcel, as reduced by reason of abate-
-12 ments, if any, for the three years next preceding said year, who
13 claims to be unable presently to pay the amount of tax remaining
14 unpaid, may, within three months after receipt of the notice
15 provided in section sixty-three
16 time when the application for
17 as provided in section sixty
18 board for leave to file an appe
19 petition shall allege that the

, or within three months after the
abatement is deemed to be denied
four, petition the appellate tax
al therefrom to said board. Such
petitioner is unable presently to
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20 pay such amount of tax, and that, except for failure to comply
21 with the provision of section sixty-four relative to payment of
22 such tax, the petitioner is entitled to an appeal under section
23 sixty-five, and shall be filed with the clerk of the appellate tax
24 board. A notice of the filing of such petition shall be given by
25 said clerk to the appropriate assessors within five days from the
26 date of the filing of such petition, in such form and in such
27 manner as the appellate tax board shall by rule provide, and a
28 hearing, due notice of which shall have been given, shall be had
29 on such petition not later than twenty days from the date of the
30 filing thereof. Such petition shall be heard by a single member
31 of said board. If such member finds the allegations in such
32 petition to be true, he shall, by order, grant leave to such peti-
-33 tioner to file such appeal within ten days from the entry of said
34 order, and if the appeal is filed within said ten days it shall
35 thereafter be heard and determined by said board in the manner
36 provided by chapter fifty-eight A. The board may enter such
37 order as justice may require in the manner provided in section
38 sixty-four with respect to complaints removed from the county
39 commissioners.


