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By Mr. Maloney of Lexington, petition of Raymond W. James and others
(selectmen) and William E. Maloney for defining further the membership, powers
and duties of the historic districts commission in the town of Lexington. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act to further define the membership, powers and

DUTIES OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION IN THE TOWN
OF LEXINGTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 1. Section 4of chapter 447 of the acts of 1956 is
.mended b}r striking out the third sentence of the first

paragraph and inserting inplace thereof the following sentence :■
The selectmen also shall appoint for terms of five years from
January first following the year of such appointments four

mbers of the commission selected from candidates
7 nominated by the aforesaid organizations and trustees, each
8 such organization and trustees to nominate two each when two
9 or more associate members are to be appointed and to nominate

10 one each when only one associate member is to be appointed,
11 and in the case of a vacancy, inability to act, or interest on the
12 part of a member of the commission his place may be taken by
13 an associate member designated by the chairman of the com-
-14 mission.

1 Section 2. Section 6of said chapter 447 is hereby amended
2 by adding at the end the following paragraph:
3 (c) The exterior color of any building or structure within the
4 historic districts may be changed to white without the filing
5 of an application for, or the issuance of, a certificate of appro-
-6 priateness.
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1 Sections. The second paragraph of section Bof said chapter
2 447 is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: The com-
-4 mission also shall hold a public hearing on all other applications
5 required to be filed with it under this act, except that the com-
-6 mission may approve an application for a change in exterior
7 color features without holding a hearing if it determines that the
8 color change proposed is appropriate beyond a reasonable doubt.

1 Section 4. Section 9of said chapter 447 is hereby amended
by striking out in the second unnumbered paragraph of sub-

3 division (a) the last sentence which reads “The commission
4 shall not make any recommendations or requirements except
5 for the purpose of preventing developments obviously incon-
-6 gruous to the purposes set forth in this act.”

1 Section 5. Section 9of said chapter 447 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after the second unnumbered paragraph of
3 subdivision (a) the following paragraph:
4 In approving an application the commission may impose
5 conditions which, if the certificate of appropriateness is acted
6 upon, shall be binding upon the applicant, the owner of the
7 property and successors in title.

1 Section 6. Section 9of said chapter 447 is hereby furthei
2 amended by striking out subdivision (c) and inserting in place

thereof the following subdivisior
In the case of disapproval of an application for a certificate

5 of appropriateness or a permit for demolition or removal, the
6 commission shall cause a notice of its determination, dated and
7 signed by its chairman or chairman pro tempore, to be issued to
8 the applicant, setting forth therein the reasons for its determina-
-9 tion, and, as to applications for a certificate of appropriateness,
10 the commission may make recommendations to the applicant
11 with respect to appropriateness of design, arrangement, texture,
12 material, color and similar factors. The commission shall not
13 make any recommendations except for the purpose of preventing
14 developments obviously incongruous to the purposes set forth
15 in this act.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage


