
HOUSE 1821

By Mr. O’Farrell of Malden, petition of Francis G. Lyons and others relative to
providing for a referendum on the question of partisan primaries and elections in
the city of Cambridge. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.
4

An Act to provide for a referendum on the question of a
PARTISAN PRIMARY AND ELECTION SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF CAM-
BRIDGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The state secretary shall cause to be placed upon
2 the official ballot for use in the city of Cambridge at the state
3 election in November of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight for
4 the determination by the voters of the following question;—-
5 “Shall the city of Cambridge adopt a form of government con-
-6 sisting of a mayor and city council, the councillors being elected
7 partly at large and partly from wards of the city with the mayor
8 and city councillors to be nominated in partisan primaries.”
9 If a majority of those voting on such question vote in the

10 affirmative, this proposed partisan form of city charter herein-
-11 after described, shall thereupon take full effect at the following
12 municipal election in November of nineteen hundred and fifty-
-13 nine but not otherwise.

1 Section 2. Section 16 of chapter 43 is hereby amended by
2 striking out said section and substituting therefor the follow
Qa mg:

f4 Section 16. The municipal primary and election under this
5 plan shall be conducted under the provisions of the statutes of
6 this commonwealth relating to partisan primaries and elections.
7 The two major political parties shall hold party primaries on the
8 sixth Tuesday preceding the regular municipal election. At said
9 primary each party shall place in nomination a candidate for

10 mayor, six candidates for school committeemen, as many
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11 candidates for councillors-at-large as there are councillors-at-
-12 large to be elected, and a candidate for councillor from each ward
13 of the city, and each candidate for ward councillor must be a
14 registered voter in said ward. All nominees must be enrolled
15 members of the party whose nomination and election they seek,
16 and each candidate shall file with his nomination papers a cer-
-17 tificate of party enrollment.

1 Section 3. Section seventeen Aof chapter forty-three is
2 hereby repealed and the following section is substituted there-1
3 for:
4 Section 17A . The mayor and the members of the city council
5 shall receive for their services such as the city council
6 shall bjT ordinance determine, and they shall receive no other
7 compensation from the city. The compensation for the mayor
8 shall not exceed fifteen thousand dollars annually in cities having
9 a population of less than fifty thousand, or twenty thousand
10 dollars annually in cities having a population of fifty thousand
11 or more. The compensation for city councillors shall not ex-
-12 ceed two thousand dollars annually in cities having a population
13 of less than fifty thousand, or three thousand dollars annually
14 in cities having a population of fifty thousand or more.

1 Section 4. The provisions of chapter forty-three, sections
2 forty-four B, forty-four C, forty-four D, forty-four E, forty-
-3 four F, forty-four G and forty-four H shall apply to this plan
4 in so far as they do not conflict with the general proposition that
5 the primary and election provisions of this plan require partisan
6 primary and election machinery.

1 Section 5. All provisions of law or statutes inconsistent or
2 in conflict with a form of city government based upon a two-
-3 party system with partisan municipal primary and election are
4 hereby repealed.

I
GOVERNMENT BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL ELECTED BY WARD

AND AT LARGE.

1 Section 6. Chapter 43 is hereby amended by adding after
2 section 116 the following eleven new sections:
3 Section 117. The method of city government shall be as
4 provided for in the ten following sections.
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Section 118. Upon the adoption by a city of this plan, it
shall become operative as provided in sections one to fifteen and
seventeen to forty-five, inclusive, of chapter forty-three.
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Section 119. There shall be a mayor, elected by and from
the qualified voters of the city, who shall be the chief executive
officer of the city. He shall hold office for the term of two
years from the first Monday in January following his election
and until his successor is qualified.
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Section 120. The legislative powers of the city shall be
vested in a city council. One of its members shall be elected by
the council annually as its president. The city council shall be
composed of fifteen members, one from each ward and four at
large. Each ward councillor shall be a registered voter in the
ward from which he seeks election and shall be elected by and
from the qualified voters of that ward. The ward councillors-
at-large shall be elected by and from the qualified voters of the
city.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Section 121. If a vacancy occurs at any time in the office of a
councillor elected by and from the qualified voters of the city,
such vacancy shall be filled forthwith by a majority vote of all
the remaining members of the city council for the remainder of
the unexpired term.
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If a vacancy occurs, before the last six months of the term, in
the office of a councillor elected by and from the voters of a
ward, the city council shall forthwith order an election to fill such
vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.
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Section 122. Upon the adoption of this plan all heads of

departments and members of municipal boards, except the
school committee, officials appointed by the governor, and
assessors if elected by vote of the people, as their terms of office
expire, shall be appointed by the mayor without confirmation
by the city council.
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Section 123. In making his appointments the mayor shall

sign and file with the city clerk a certificate in the following
form:
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XT ME

I appoint (name of appointee) to the position of (name of office) and 1
certify that in my opinion he is a person specially fitted by education, train-
ing or experience to perform the duties of said office, and that 1 make the

(ointment solely in the interest of the city
Manor
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40 Section 12J. The mayor may remove the head of a depart-
-41 ment or member of a board by filing a written statement with
42 the city clerk setting forth in detail the specific reasons therefor,
43 a copy of which shall be delivered or mailed to the person thus
44 removed, who may make a written reply, which, if he desires,
45 may be filed with the city clerk; but such reply shall not affect
46 the action taken unless the mayor so determines. This section
47 shall not apply to the school committee, or to officials appointed
48 by the governor, or to the assessors if elected by the people.
49 Section 125. Every order, ordinance, resolution and vote
50 relative to the affairs of the city, adopted or passed by the city
51 council, shall be presented to the mayor for his approval. If he
52 approves it he shall sign it; if he disapproves it he shall return
53 it, with his written objections, to the city council, which shall
54 enter the objections at large on its records, and again consider it.
55 If the city council, notwithstanding such disapproval of the
56 mayor, shall again pass such order, ordinance, resolution or
57 vote by a two-thirds vote of all its members, it shall then be in
58 force, but such vote shall not be taken for seven days after its
59 return to the city council. Every such order, ordinance, resolu-
-60 tion and vote shall be in force if not returned by the mayor
61 within ten days after it has been presented to him. This section
62 shall not apply to budgets submitted under section thirty-two
63 of chapter forty-four or to appropriations by a city council under
64 section thirty-three of said chapter.
65 Section 126. The regular municipal partisan election under
66 this plan shall take place on the Tuesday next following the first
67 Monday of November in every odd-numbered year. The mayor,
68 all members of the city council, the school committee, and any
69 board of trustees or other officersreferred to in section ninety-five
70 shall be elected at each such election. For nomination as mayor
71 at least three hundred registered voters of the city must sign
72 nomination papers. For nomination as councillor-at-large or as
73 school committeeman, at least two hundred registered voters
74 of the city must sign nomination papers. For nomination as
75 ward councillor, at least one hundred registered voters of the
76 ward must sign nomination papers. All signers of nomination
77 papers must be enrolled members of the party whose nomination
78 papers they sign or they must be unenrolled in any party, in
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79 order that their names may be certified on said nomin
SO papers.
81 Section 127. Except as otherwise provided in this cli;
82 all regular elections held under this plan shall be subject
83 general laws, relating to elections and corrupt practices, s
84 as applicable and not inconsistent with this chapter forty-
-85 of the General Laws.
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