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or surplus without specification thereof in the policy, or (2) the furnish
ing to the insured of information or advice by any company, officer, 
agent or broker with regard to any risk for the purpose of reducing the 
liability of loss, or (3) the payment or allowance to the insured of a 
return premium upon the cancellation or surrender of a policy, or of a 
cash surrender or other value upon the lapse or surrender of a policy 
of life or endowment insurance or upon the exchange, alteration or 
conversion of any such policy under section one hundred and thirty-nine. 

Approved March 10, 1961. 

Chap. 207. AN ACT RELATIVE • TO THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
WKITTEN INSTRUMENTS BY PERSONS SERVING IN OR 
WITH THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
THEIR DEPENDENTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 222 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 11, added by chapter 191 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in 
place thereof the following section: — Section 11. Persons serving in 
or with the armed forces of the United States or their dependents, 
wherever located, may acknowledge any instrument, in the manner and 
form required by the laws of this commonwealth, before any commis
sioned officer in the active service of the armed forces of the United 
States with the rank of second lieutenant or higher in the army, air 
force or marine corps, or ensign or higher in the navy or United States 
coast guard. Any such instrument shall contain a statement that the 
person executing the instrument is serving in or with the armed forces 
of the United States or is a dependent of a person serving in or with the 
armed forces of the United States, and in either case the statement shall 
include the serial number of the person so serving. No such instrument 
shall be rendered invalid by the failure to state therein the place of 
execution or acknowledgment. 

No authentication of the officer's certificate of acknowledgment 
shall be required. 

Instruments so acknowledged outside of the commonwealth, if other
wise in accordance with law, shall be received and may be used in evi
dence, or for any other purpose, in the same manner as if taken before 
a commissioner of the commonwealth appointed to take depositions in 
other states. Approved March 10, 1961. 

Chap. 208. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE METHOD OF FILLING VACANCIES 
IN THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATTLEBORO. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 680 of the acts of 1914 is hereby amended by 
striking out section 9 and inserting in place thereof the following sec
tion: — Section 9. If it shall appear that there is no choice of mayor, 
or if the person elected to that office shall refuse to accept the office, or 
shall die before qualifying, or if a vacancy in the office occurs, the 
president of the municipal council, or, in the event of his disability, 
the president pro tempore shall become acting mayor until the next 
municipal election. If the full number of members of the municipal 


