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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

On March 31, 1958, I appeared before you in extraordinary ses-
sion to review the effects of the national recession upon the economy
of the Commonwealth. At that time I presented to you a positive
program to bring immediate assistance to the unemployed of this
Commonwealth that program is urgently required and should be
enacted without further delay.

The Employment and Development Act and the Retraining Pro-
gram will make a genuine contribution to the relief of unemploy-
ment. Forty days have elapsed since I made those recommenda-
tions to you and an additional 11,000 have exhausted their benefits.

In my Message I urged an immediate outright grant for the ex-
tension of Unemployment Compensation Benefits by the Federal
Government for a minimum of 13 weeks. I emphasized that Massa-
chusetts labor and industry alike could best be served by means of
a Federal grant, rather than a Federal loan.

It is now increasingly apparent that whatever action the Federal
Government takes in regard to extending unemployment benefits,
such extension will be by way of a loan, rather than a grant. Fur-
ther, it appears that whatever action the Federal Government takes,
it will not occur for sometime in the distant future.

| I am submitting herewith emergency legislation recommending
that the General Court provide additional unemployment benefits
amounting to 50 per cent of the present benefits and urge its im-
mediate adoption. This legislation and your action should take
cognizance of related Federal legislation.

This recommendation does not replace the need for the Employ-
ment and Development Act or the Retraining Program recom-
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mendation. It is supplemental to those recommendations and con-
stitutes a double-barrelled attack upon the distressing effects of the
national recession.

Respectfully submitted f

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act providing for temporary additional unemployment

COMPENSATION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is to alleviate immediately the distress
3 of the unemployed by granting an extension of the total benefits
4 which an unemployed individual presently may receive; there-
-5 fore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
6 the immediate preservation of the public welfare and con-
-7 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Payment of additional unemployment benefits
2 under this act shall be made for any week of unemployment
3 which begins on or after fifteen days following the date of enact-
-4 merit of this act and for any weeks of unemployment occurring
5 thereafter which begins before April first, nineteen hundred and
6 fifty-nine, to individuals who have, on or after January first,
7 nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, exhausted all rights to unem-
-8 ployment benefits with respect to such weeks under any un-
-9 employment compensation law. Any benefits paid under

10 provisions of this act shall be charged to the solvency account
11 established under chapter one hundred and fifty-one A of the
12 General Laws.

1 Section 2. The total amount of additional unemployment
2 benefits payable to any individual filing a claim under this act
3 shall be an amount equal to fifty per centum of the total amount
4 payable to him under the provisions of section thirty of chapter
5 one hundred and fifty-one A of the General Laws prior to making
6 his first claim under this act for the benefit year with respect to
7 which this last exhaustion occurred.
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1 Section 3. The additional benefits payable to an individual
2 under this act for a week of total unemployment shall be the
3 weekly amount for total unemployment which was payable to
4 him on the exhausted claim under the provisions of subsection
5 (a) of section twenty-nine of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-6 one A of the General Laws, and the additional benefits payable
7 to an individual for a week of less than total unemployment
8 shall be computed on the basis of such weekly benefit amount
9 under the provisions of subsection (b) of section twenty-nine of

10 chapter one hundred and fifty-one A of the General Laws.

1 Section 4. Except where inconsistent with the provisions
2 of this act, the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-one A
3 of the General Laws shall be applicable to claims filed for such
4 additional benefits and to the payment thereof.

1 Section 5. An individual who, prior or subsequent to filing
2 a claim for additional benefits under this act, receives extended
3 benefits for retraining as provided in section thirty of chapter
4 one hundred and fifty-one A of the General Laws, as now or
5 hereafter amended, shall receive not more than the maximum
6 amount provided under this act or under said section thirty
7 as now or hereafter amended, whichever is the greater.

1 Section 6. This act shall become inoperative on April first
2 Nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.


