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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Wojtkowski of Pittsfield, for a bill
with the same title (printed in Senate, No. 760, App. F) and passed by the House
to be engrossed. August 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act establishing a Massachusetts board of regional com-
munity COLLEGES AND PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT Of
REGIONAL COMMUNITY COLLEGES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide immediately for an ex-
-3 panded regional higher educational program for the common-
-4 wealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
5 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-6 venience.

1 Section 1. Chapter 73 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 7, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 309 of the acts of 1957, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 7. The department may grant the degree of Bachelor
6 of Education or of Bachelor of Science in Education to any
7 person completing a four-year course in a Massachusetts state
8 teachers college, and the degree of Master of Education to
9 graduates of colleges or universities who have satisfactorily

10 completed a graduate course of instruction in any such teach-
-11 ers college. The department may grant the degree of Bachelor
12 of Fine Arts to any student at the Massachusetts school of
13 art upon the successful completion of certain four-year pre-
-14 scribed courses in the field of fine arts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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Section 2. Section nine of said chapter seventy-three,
added by section 4 of chapter six hundred and twenty of the
acts of nineteen hundred and forty-eight, is hereby repealed.
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Section 3. Chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by adding at the end the following section:
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Section 27. There is hereby established in the department,
but not subject to its control, a Massachusetts board of re-
gional community colleges, hereinafter called the board, which
shall consist of fifteen members, including the commissioner of
education, the president of the University of Massachusetts,
a president of a state teachers college elected annually by the
presidents of the state teachers colleges including the Massa-
chusetts school of art, a president of a Massachusetts technical
institute elected by all the presidents of such technical insti-
tutes, and eleven members appointed by the governor with the
advice and consent of the council, at least one of whom shall
be the president of a private college, university, or junior col-
lege in the commonwealth. The members shall serve with-
out compensation, but shall be reimbursed for their actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
The governor, in Ms initial appointments, shall designate three
members to serve for six years, three members for five years,
two members for four years, one member for three years, one
member for two years, and one member for one year. Their
successors shall be appointed for a term of six years. The gov-
ernor shall from time to time designate one of the members as
chairman. The board shall appoint and fix the duties of a
chief administrative officer, to be known as the president of the
Massachusetts regional community colleges, and may employ
and fix the duties of such other persons and expend such funds
as are necessary to carry out the functions of the board, within
the limits of the amounts appropriated therefor. The board
is hereby authorized and empowered to receive and use such
private foundation funds or such federal funds as may be
available in the carrying out of its functions. Said president
and all employees of the regional community colleges shall re-
ceive such compensation as the board shall determine, and
shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one.
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In addition, the duties of the board shall include the deter-
mination of the need for education at the community and
junior college level throughout the commonwealth, and the de-
velopment and execution of an over-all plan to meet this need.
The board shall then establish and maintain nine regional
community colleges at suitable locations in accordance with
this plan, and such other regional community colleges as the
general court shall approve. The board shall have the power
to construct, lease or otherwise provide any facilities required
for these colleges, including the right to take land for such
purposes by eminent domain under the provisions of chapter
seventy-nine. The board, prior to September first, nineteen
hundred and sixty-one, may also enter into agreements for the
use of local facilities with a local school committee or other
local authority or jointly with local school committees or other
authorities of two or more cities or towns; provided, that the
board and the local school committee or committees or other
local authorities, shall have the right to review this agreement
for the use of local facilities at any time. The board may,
upon six months’ notice and after consultation with the local
school committee or committees or other authorities, require
changes in such an agreement or discontinue the agreement.
The school committee or school committees or other local au-
thorities may discontinue the agreement at the close of any
academic year, provided at least six months’ notice is given to
the board.
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The board shall have general supervision and control of re-
gional community colleges established under the provisions of
this act, shall select the dean and other officers of each college
and shall define their duties and tenure of office.
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The board shall have complete authority with respect to the
election or appointment of officers and professional staff, in-
cluding the dismissal, promotion, demotion and transfer, in-
cluding the assignment of their respective ranks and duties
nothin quotas and titles established in the appropriation act
by the general court. For the purposes of this section, pro-
fessional staff shall include all persons employed for actual in-
struction of students and corresponding positions in the fields
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74 of experiment, extension, law enforcement and related activi-
75 ties.
76 The board may hire such professional personnel at a rate
77 above the minimum and within the grade to which the posi-
78 tion is allocated upon determination of the board that the per-
79 son to be employed has served satisfactorily in a comparable
80 position for a period of time equivalent to the period required
81 by the general salary schedule had such service been entirely
82 in the service of the commonwealth.
83 The board may, without prior approval, within the limits of
84 appropriation made therefor, engage consultants and lecturer
85 and employ such temporary professional employees at rate
86 and in titles corresponding to permanent positions authorized
87 for these colleges as they shall determine necessary for the
88 operation of the colleges for periods not exceeding the fiscal
89 year.

90 The board may, notwithstanding the provisions of sectior
91 twenty-one of said chapter thirty, authorize the payment of
92 overtime or extra compensation to such professional em-
93 ployees, within the limits of appropriations made therefor, for
94 such services rendered in summer sessions or other periods
95 outside the session periods of the normal academic year; pro-
96 vided, that the trustees shall determine that such servic
97 shall not interfere with regular full-time activities as provided
98 by law required of such professional employees. The board
99 shall establish the curricula which shall be substantially equiv-

100 alent to the first two years of college education, including post
101 high school professional or vocational education, and may
102 establish programs of adult education; shall fix the tuition to
103 be charged, and may grant the degree of the Associate in Arts
104 or Associate in Science, or both such degrees, to persons who
105 complete the required courses of instruction in such colleges
106 Each regional community college established under thi
107 tion shall have an advisory board to consist of ten member
108 appointed by the governor. The members shall be resident
109 of the region served by the college. In the initial appointments
110 two members shall be appointed to serve for five years, two for
111 four years, two for three years, two for two years, and two for
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112 one year. Their successors shall be appointed for five-year
113 terms. At least one member of each advisory board shall be
114 a representative of business, and one shall be a representative
115 of labor.

1 Section 4. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end the following section:
3 Section 80. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
4 seventy-five to seventy-nine, inclusive, no junior college shall be
5 established by a city or town after January first, nineteen hun-
-6 dred and fifty-nine.
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