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To accompany the petition of Leslie B. Cutler for legislation to transfer the
Tewksbury State Hospital and Infirmary to the Department of Public Health and
changing the name to Tewksbury Hospital. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act transferring the tewksbury state hospital and

INFIRMARY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND CHANG-

ING THE NAME TO TEWKSBURY HOSPITAL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end thereof the following seven
3 sections under the caption tewksbury hospital:

4 Section 190. The department shall have general supervision
5 of the Tewksbury hospital and may delegate any of its powers
6 and duties to and execute any of its functions by agents ap-
-7 pointed for the purpose.
8 Section 191. If a person, who has received a certificate de-
-9 scribed in section seven of chapter one hundred and twenty-

-10 two desires to be sent to any state or place where he has a legal
11 settlement, or to friends willing to support him, the department
12 may remove said person, if in its judgment it is for the interest
13 of the commonwealth and of said person.
14 Section 192. The names of persons so removed and the usual
15 details of their history shall be entered upon the register of the
16 hospital, and shall be recorded by the superintendent as dis-
-17 charged by the department for the purpose of removal from the
18 commonwealth.
19 Section 193. The department may, if expedient, remove any
20 person infected with a disease dangerous to the public health,
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21 who is maintained or liable to be maintained by the common
22 wealth, to the Tewksbury hospital, or may provide such place
23 of reception for such person as is judged best for his accom-
-24 modation and the safety of the public, which place shall be
25 subject to the regulations of the department, and it shall have
26 the same authority to remove such persons thereto as is con-
-27 ferred upon boards of health by section ninety-five, and any
28 expenses incurred in carrying out this section may be paid
29 from the annual appropriation for expenses in connection with
30 smallpox and other diseases dangerous to the public health.
31 Section 194- Any person who has been a resident of the
32 commonwealth for not less than two years and is affected with
33 any incurable disease, except mental defect or leprosy, may be
34 admitted to the Tewksbury hospital; provided, that his ad-
-35 mission shall be only upon the certificate of the board of health
36 of the town from which he is sent. The department may make
37 rules and regulations for such admission and to facilitate the
38 operation of this section. The expense of the maintenance of
39 such a patient shall be paid by him or by any person or kindred
40 bound by law to maintain him
41 are unable to pay for his m
42 patient is found to have a le

if he and such person or kindred
intenance, the town where the
;al settlement shall be liable to

43 the commonwealth for his support; or, if the patient is without
44 settlement in this commonwealth, the expense of his main-
-45 tenance shall be paid by the commonwealth.
46 Section 195. The department shall prescribe the forms for
47 statistical returns to be made the superintendent of the
48 Tewksbury hospital in his annual report, as to the sex, age and
49 birthplace of the inmates, and the places from which they were
50 sent. It shall also prescribe the form of and provide towns with
51 blanks for the certificate required by section seven of chapter
52 one hundred and twenty-two. Such certificate shall contain
53 such inquiries as to the age, parentage, birthplace and former
54 residence of and other facts relative to the person as the depart-
-55 ment considers necessary, to which true answers shall be given
56 before the person is received into said hospital.
57 Section 196. The trustees of the Tewksbury state hospital
58 shall annually cause accurate inventory of the stock and sup-
-59 plies on hand, and the value and amount thereof at the insti-
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60 tution, to be made on the thirtieth day of June, and to be sent
61 to the department on or before the third Wednesday in July.

1 Section 2. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 6.

1 Section 3. Section 7of said chapter 121, as most recently
2 amended by section 12 of chapter 602 of the acts of 1952, is

O L /-.h/aKt' linJ linn n An rlnrl kir erin '•mri 1 onr rka ciAnrAnnA L’ rv3 hereby further amended by striking out the second sentence, so
4 as to read as follows: The department may, at any time, visit
5 all places where persons who have no legal settlement are sup-
-6 ported, and ascertain from actual examination and inquiry
7 whether the laws relative to such persons are properly observed,
8 particularly in relation to such as are able to labor; and shall
9 give such directions as will insure correctness in the returns re-

10 quired in relation to persons aided; and may use necessary
11 means to collect information relative to their support. It shall
12 upon the request or with the consent of a charitable corporation
13 which, under section twelve of chapter one hundred and eighty,
14 is required to make an annual report to said department, at
15 least once a year, visit and inspect the institution or investigate
16 the work of such corporation. It may visit and inspect all
17 places where persons are supported in families by towns.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 121 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 9, as most recently amended by section 5 of
3 chapter 715 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;
5 Section 9. It may transfer inmates from one state charitable
6 institution to another, or send them to any state or place where
7 they belong, if public interest or the necessities of the inmates
8 so require. It may from time to time select for support at the
9 state farm any state charges whose labor, in domestic or other

10 service at said institution, may contribute toward the cost of
11 their support, or whose maintenance at the same may for
12 special reasons be considered expedient. The superintendent of
13 the state farm shall receive and properly support all persons
14 admitted to it under this section.
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1 Section 5. Said chapter 121 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out sections 10 to 13, inclusive, and section 39.

1 Section 6. Section 42 of said chapter 121, as amended, is
2 further amended by striking out in lines 8 and 9, as appearing

3 in section 406 of the acts of 1941, the words “and sections fifteen
1 and eighteen of chapter one hundred and twenty-two”.

1 Section 7. Chapter 122 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended
3 by section 25 of chapter 596 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 1. The trustees of the Tewksbury hospital, in this
6 chapter called the trustees, shall hold meetings monthly at said
7 hospital. One trustee shall visit the institution at least once a
8 week. The commissioner of public health shall appoint a super-
-9 intendent thereof, who, with the approval of the governor and

10 council, may be the resident physician. The superintendent
11 may be removed by the trustees with the approval of the de-
-12 partment, for inefficiency, failure to perform duties, or other
13 cause. A superintendent sought to be so removed shall be
14 notified of the proposed action, shall be furnished with a copy
15 of the reasons therefor and shall be given a hearing before the
16 trustees and be allowed to answer the charges preferred against
17 him, either personally or by counsel. Within twenty days after
18 the removal hereinbefore provided for, said superintendent may
19 bring a petition in the superior court within and for the county
20 wherein he resides, praying that the action of said trustees may
21 be reviewed by the court, and, after such notice to the trustees
22 as the court deems necessary, it shall review such action, hear
23 the witnesses, and shall affirm the decision of the trustees unless
24 it shall appear that such decision was made without proper
25 cause or in bad faith, in which case said decision shall be re-
-26 versed and the petitioner be reinstated in his office without loss
27 of compensation. The decision of the court shall be final and
28 conclusive upon the parties.
29 The superintendent shall appoint and may remove assistant
30 physicians and necessary subordinate officers and other persons.

1 No member of the trustees shall be employed at the hospital
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32 and infirmary. The commissioner of public health shall make
33 an annual report of the condition of the institution, which shall
34 include a copy of the inventory required by section one hundred
35 and ninety-six of chapter one hundred and eleven.

1 Section 8. Said chapter 122 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 7, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section: -

4 Section 7. The superintendent shall receive any person sent
5 with a proper certificate from the department of public welfare
6 or the department of public health, or from a board of public
7 welfare, or from the institutions department of the city of
8 Boston or from someone duly authorized by said board or de-
-9 partments, and shall provide for them under the rules and

10 regulations made under section two.

1 Section 9. Said chapter 122 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 15, as amended by section 34 of chapter 351
3 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 15. Towns may at their own expense send to said
6 hospital, to be maintained at the public charge, all persons
7 falling into distress therein and having no settlement within the
8 commonwealth. The town shall be reimbursed by the com-
-9 monwealth, upon bills approved by the department and certified

10 by the comptroller which bills shall be rendered to the depart-
-11 ment on or before the first day of September annually for the
12 twelve months ending on the thirtieth day of June preceding;
13 provided, that such accounts for the twelve months aforesaid
14 for allowances to the city or town, if rendered at any time prior
15 to the sixtieth day after the close of the current fiscal year of the
16 city or town, may be received, and in the discretion of the de-
-17 partment and upon certification by the comptroller, be allowed
18 and paid when an appropriation therefor has been made. Failure
19 to comply with the rules and regulations of the department shall

any account. The town shall be
wealth, in the manner provided
asportation of each person having
ate, not exceeding twelve cents a

20 be ground for disapproval of
21 reimbursed by the common
22 above, for the expense of tra
23 no settlement so sent, at a i
24 mile.



6 [Jan. 1958.SENATE —No. 48.

1 Section 10. Section 18 of said chapter 122, as most recently
2 amended by section 3 of chapter 636 of the acts of 1953, is
3 hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-4 ing sentence: Reimbursement by the commonwealth under
5 the pi'ovisions hereof shall follow the same procedure and be
6 subject to the general provisions of that reimbursement provided
7 for in section fifteen of chapter one hundred and twenty-two.

1 Section 11. The employees of the Tewksbury state hospih.^|
2 and infirmary serving therein upon the effective date of this act, 1

3 who are subject to the civil service laws, shall continue to serve
4 in said hospital without impairment of their civil service or
5 other rights, and such employees shall retain any step-rate
6 increases from the minimum pay of their grade earned during
7 their services with said hospital and infirmary, and for retire-
-8 ment purposes their services with said hospital and infirmary
9 shall be deemed to be creditable service.
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