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To accompany the petition of William D. Fleming that provision be made for
the establishment of an obscene literature control commission to assist the Attorney
General in preventing the sale of obscene or other prohibited literature. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act creating an obscene literature control commission

TO ASSIST THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN PREVENTING THE SALE
OF OBSCENE OR OTHER PROHIBITED LITERATURE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “commission”,
3 in lines 16 and 17, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 623 of the
4 acts of 1957, the words: —

, the obscene literature control com-
-5 mission.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 adding at the end the following section:
3 Section 101. There shall be an obscene literature control
4 commission which shall consist of seven members, including
5 a representative of the following religious faiths: Protestant,
6 Catholic and Jewish; an educator, and three persons qualified
7by education and experience. The members of the commis-
-8 sion shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice and
9 consent of the council, and shall serve for terms of five years,

10 except that the original appointments shall be two for one
11 year, two for two years, two for three years, and one for four
12 years, after which two members shall lie appointed annually
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13 for terms of five years. They shall serve without pay, but
14 shall be reimbursed for all traveling expenses incurred by them
15 in the administration of their duties. Said commission shall,
16 in order to facilitate the enforcement of sections twenty-eight
17 to thirty-two, inclusive, of chapter two hundred and seventy-
-18 two, recommend to the attorney general, whenever a book,
19 magazine, comic book, pocket-size book or other publication
20 on sale or about to be placed on sale, appears to them to violate
21 the provisions of said chapter, that appropriate action be taken
22 to prevent the sale or distribution of such publication. Said
23 commission shall be provided with suitable quarters in the
24 state house or elsewhere, and the attorney general shall provide
25 secretarial, clerical and such other services as he deems necessary
26 to carry out the purpose of this section. Said commission shall
27 meet at least once a month, except that any such meeting may
28 be omitted by a two-thirds’ vote of those present and voting
29 at the preceding meeting. Not more than fifteen meetings shall
30 be held in any year.


