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To accompany the petition of Frederick T. McDermott for legislation relative
to sittings of the Supreme Judicial Court. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 12 of chapter 211 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “Barnstable”, in line 6, the words:
4 —Bristol, Dukes County, and after the word “Middlesex”,
5 in the same line, the word: Nantucket, so as to read as
6 follows:
7 Section 12. A law sitting of the court for the commonwealth
8 shall be held annually at Boston on the first Wednesday of
9 January, and may be adjourned to places and times most con-

10 ducive to the despatch of business and to the interests of the
11 public. At such sitting, questions of law arising in criminal
12 cases in any county in the commonwealth, questions of law
13 arising in civil cases in the counties of Barnstable, Bristol,
14 Dukes County, Essex, Middlesex, Nantucket, Norfolk, Plym-
-15 outh and Suffolk, and, by consent of the parties filed in the
16 case, such questions arising in civil cases in other counties, and
17 such questions for which no other provision is made, shall be
18 entered and determined.

1 Section 2. Section 13 of said chapter 211, as amended by
2 chapter 416 of the acts of 1952, is hereby amended by striking
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3 out, in lines 10 and 11, the words “Bristol, Dukes County and
4 Nantucket. For Bristol, Dukes County and Nantucket, at
5 Taunton.”, and inserting in place thereof the following: -

6 Bristol, Dukes County and Nantucket. The court may from
7 time to time hold a law sitting at Taunton for Bristol, Dukes
8 County and Nantucket if conducive to the despatch of busi-
-9 ness and to the interest of the public., so as to read as fol-

10 lows;
11 Section 13. For hearing questions of law arising in the fol-
-12 lowing counties, law sittings shall be held once in each year at
13 such times as the court shall by rule determine:
14 Berkshire. For Berkshire, at Pittsfield.
15 Franklin and Hampshire. For Franklin and Hampshire, al-
-16 ternately at Greenfield and Northampton, the sitting at North-
-17 ampton, being in the even year.
18 Hampden. For Hampden, at Springfield
19 Worcester. For Worcester, at Worcester
20 Bristol, Dukes County and Nantucket. The court may from
21 time to time hold a law sitting at Taunton for Bristol, Dukes
22 County and Nantucket if conducive to the despatch of business
23 and to the interest of the public; provided, that when no case
24 has been set down for oral argument at least two weeks before
25 the day determined for any one of the said sittings, the sitting
26 may be omitted; and if not more than three cases shall have
27 been set down for oral argument, those cases may be trans-
-28 ferred to any other of said sittings which may be most accessible
29 and convenient for the parties, or to a sitting for the common-
-30 wealth if the parties so agree.


