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To accompany the petition of Ernest Johnson that provision be made for a
method of payment for certain injuries under the workmen’s compensation stat-
ute. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act providing for a method of payment for certain injuries

UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION STATUTE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 37, as amended by chapter 527 of the acts of
3 1950, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 37. Whenever an employee who has a permanent
5 physical impairment due to previous accident or disease or any
6 congenital condition, which is or is likely to be a hindrance or
7 obstacle to his employment, incurs a subsequent disability by
8 reason of a personal injury for which compensation is required
9 by this chapter resulting in permanent partial or permanent

10 total disability that is substantially greater by reason of the
11 combined effects of the impairment and subsequent injury than
12 that which would have resulted from the subsequent injury
13 alone, the employer or his insurance carrier or reciprocal exchange
14 shall in the first instance pay all awards of compensation pro-
-15 vided by this act, but such employer, his insurance carrier or
16 reciprocal exchange shall be reimbursed by the state treasurer
17 from the fund created by section sixty-five for all compensation
18 subsequent to that payable for the first one hundred and four
19 weeks of disability.
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20 If the subsequent injury of such an employee shall result in the
21 death of the employee, and it shall be determined that either the
22 injury or the death would not have occurred except for such pre-
-23 existing permanent physical impairment, the employer or his
24 insurance carrier or reciprocal exchange shall in the first instance
25 pay the compensation prescribed by this act, but he or his in-
-26 surance carrier or reciprocal exchange shall be reimbursed by the
27 state treasurer from the fund created by section sixty-five for
28 all compensation payable in excess of one hundred and four
29 weeks.
30 The word “compensation” as used in this section for the pur-
-31 pose of reimbursement means all payments to the injured worker
32 or to his dependents in case of death, and payments for medical,
33 hospital, burial and other services, made under the provisions of
34 this chapter.


