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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the taxation of certain lands of the
COMMONWEALTH IN SOUTH BOSTON AND KNOWN AS THE COMMON-
WEALTH FLATS ADJACENT TO BOSTON FISH PIER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the com-
-2 monwealth to encourage the development of the fishing industry
3 in the Port of Boston and more particularly at the Boston Fish
4 Pier. The purpose of this act is to assist in such development
5 by granting tax exemption on the value of those flats adjacent
6 to the structure known as the Boston Fish Pier which lie under
7 water and which are used by fishing craft for ingress to and
8 egress from said pier.

1 Section 2. Section sof chapter 59 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out clause Second, as most recently
3 amended by section 2 of chapter 667 of the acts of 1951, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following clause:

Second, Property of the commonwaelth, except real estate
6 of which the commonwealth is in possession under a mortgage
7 for condition broken, lands in Boston known as the common-
-8 wealth flats, if leased for business purposes, but not including
9 that portion of the said flats adjacent to the structure known as

10 the Boston fish pier which lie under water and within the
11 boundaries of the leased premises on which said pier is located,
12 lands and flats lying below high water mark in Provincetown
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13 harbor, belonging to the commonwealth of Massachusetts and
14 occupied by private persons by license of the department of
15 public works, together with all wharves, piers and other struc-
-16 tures which have been built thereon subsequent to the twenty-
-17 second day of May, nineteen hundred and twenty, and those
18 which may hereafter be built on said lands and flats, in con-
-19 formity with permits or licenses granted therefor by said de-
-20 partment, which shall be taxed to the persons holding such per-
-21 mits or licenses, buildings erected by lessees under sectior|j
22 twenty-six of chapter seventy-five, structures erected on land in
23 state forests, parks and reservations by persons occupying such
24 land under authority conferred by the commissioner of conserva-
-25 tion, property taxable under chapter five hundred and seventy-
-26 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty, and real estate
27 taxable under section three A.

1 Section 3. Section 12 of Part lof chapter 490 of the acts of
2 1909 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence thereof
3 and inserting in its place the following sentence:
4 Section 12. The lands of the commonwealth, situate in that
5 part of the city of Boston called South Boston and known as
6 the commonwealth flats, shall, if leased for business purposes,
7 but not including that portion of the said flats adjacent to the
8 structure known as the Boston fish pier which lie under water
9 and within the leased premises on which said pier is located,

10 be taxed by the city of Boston to the lessees thereof, respectively,
11 in the same manner as the lands and buildings thereon would be
12 taxed to such lessees if they were the owners of the fee; except
13 that the payment of the tax shall not be enforced by any lien
14 upon or sale of the lands; but a sale of the leasehold interest
15 therein and of the buildings thereon may be made by the col-
-16 lector of the city of Boston in the manner provided by law in
17 case of non-payment of taxes for selling real estate, for the pur-^
18 pose of enforcing the payment of the taxes by such lessees to the
19 city of Boston assessed under the provisions hereof.


