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Senate, February 11, 1958.

The committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred so much of
the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates to revision of the
powers and duties of the Weather Amendment Board (page 13),
report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 589).

For the committee

EDWARD C. STONE.

No. 589SENATE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight

An Act authorizing the governor to deal with the threat
OF DANGER BY DROUGHT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide for certain additional
3 authority to deal with threatened disaster, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
5 preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 639 of the acts of 1950, as amended,
2 is hereby further amended by adding the following paragraph to
3 section 5 thereof: (e) Whenever it shall appear to the gov-
-4 ernor, as made known by a statement of a finding to that effect
5 then or thereafter filed with the state secretary, that by reason
6 of the absence of rainfall or other cause a condition exists in all
7 or any part of the commonwealth which constitutes a danger
8 to the public health or safety (as, for example, by creating a
9 threat of fire or shortage of water or food) of such seriousness as

10 to require, in his judgment, action to protect the public health
11 or safety, the governor may, personally or through the director
12 of civil defense or such other officer or agency of the common-
-13 wealth as the governor may designate, exercise the authority
14 conferred upon him by this act, and in particular sections five,
15 seven, eight, eight A, eleven, sixteen and twenty thereof, for the
16 purpose of taking such preparatory steps as may be necessary or
17 appropriate to avert or minimize the effects of said danger to the
18 public health or safety, including, but not limited to, mobiliza-
-19 tion and use of fire fighting resources, authorization of cloud
20 seeding activities, issuance of emergency conservation measures,
21 authorization for the temporary interconnection of water supplies
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22 and the locating and use of additional natural or artificial water
23 supplies. Such authority may be exercised by the governor,
24 or as designated by him, until such time as said danger to the
25 public health or safety shall have abated or ended as found by
26 the governor and a finding to that effect filed with the state
27 secretary, or until such time as the declaration of an emergency
28 under the provisions of section five of this act may make the

. 29 authority herein conferred otherwise available to the governor.
During the period in which the authority conferred by this

31 paragraph may be employed, as provided herein, the director
32 of civil defense may exercise, in order to carry out the purpose
33 of this paragraph, any authority conferred upon him to incur
34 obligations in behalf of the commonwealth during a period of
35 emergency declared by the governor under section five of this act.

1 Section 2. The fourth sentence of section 72 of chapter 6
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out said
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following; Such a
4 certificate of authority shall be granted only after a public hear-
-5 ing by the board, notice of which shall have been given by news-
-6 paper publication not less than forty-eight hours in advance,
7 and on at least two different days in the area in or under which
8 such artificial measures are planned to be used; provided,
9 however, the board shall issue such certificate of authority

10 without such hearing, notice or publication to the state director
11 of civil defense upon receipt of a written request therefor from
12 said director.
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