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Senate, February 26, 1958.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 460) of Edward A. Blake
for legislation relative to the Board of Registration in Veterinary
Medicine and the examination and registration of veterinarians,
report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 612).

For the committee,

OTTO F. BURKHARDT.

SENATE No. 612

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act relative to the board of registration in veterinary

MEDICINE AND THE EXAMINATION AND REGISTRATION OF VET-
ERINARIANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

C&c Commontoealtf) of Qpassacfjusetto

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 26, as amended by chapter
3 192 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section:
5 Section 26. There shall be a board of registration in veterinary
6 medicine, in the two following sections called the board, con-
-7 sisting of five veterinarians. Each member of said board shall
8 be a legal resident of this commonwealth, a graduate of a college
9 teaching veterinary medicine and approved by the approving

10 authority, and shall have had at least five years’ experience in
11 the active practice of veterinary medicine, surgery and dentistry
12 prior to his appointment. No member shall be a member of any
13 faculty in any institution having the power to confer degrees in
14 veterinary medicine. One member thereof shall annually
15 before December first be appointed by the governor, with the
16 advice and consent of the council, for five years from January
17 first following.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 13 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 27, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
-3 tion, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 27. The members of the board shall meet at least
5 one day in January of each year, at such time and place as they
6 shall determine, and shall immediately organize by electing a

chairman and a secretary, who shall hold their respective offices
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8 for one year. The board shall hold regular meetings at such times
9 and places as it may determine. The secretary shall keep suit-

10 able books in which shall be an accurate record of all the pro-
-11 ceedings of the board, and shall perform such duties as the rules
12 and regulations of said board shall direct.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 13 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 28, as amended by chapter 647 of the acts
3 of 1948, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 28. There shall be paid by the commonwealth to the
5 secretary a salary of six hundred dollars and his necessary
6 traveling and contingent expenses, not exceeding three hundred
7 dollars, actually incurred in attending to the necessary work of
8 the board, and to each of the other members of the board a
9 salary of three hundred dollars and his necessary traveling and

10 contingent expenses actually incurred in attending the meetings
11 thereof.

1 Section 4. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 54, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 54- The board of registration in veterinary medicine,
6 in the six following sections, called the board, may make by-laws
7 and rules consistent with law necessary to carry out said sec-
-8 tion. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum
9 for the transaction of business.

1 Section 5. Section 55 of said chapter 112, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 492 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 Applications for registration as veterinarians, signed and
6 sworn to by the applicant, shall be made upon blanks furnished
7 by the board. Each applicant who shall furnish the board with
8 satisfactory proof that he is twenty-one years of age or over, of
9 good moral character, and a citizen of the United States; that

10 he possesses the educational qualifications required for gradua-
-11 tion from a public high school; that he has completed one
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12 year of collegiate work, including chemistry and biology, in a
13 college or university approved by a body consisting of the
14 secretary of the board and the director of the division of live-
-15 stock disease control of the department of agriculture, in this
16 section referred to as the approving authority; that he has
17 attended courses of instruction for four years of not less than
18 thirty-two school weeks in each year, or courses which in the
19 opinion of the board are equivalent thereto, in one or more
20 legally chartered schools of veterinary medicine; and that he
21 has received the degree of doctor of veterinary medicine or its
22 equivalent from a legally chartered school of veterinary medicine
23 having the power to confer degrees in veterinary medicine and
24 approved by the approving authority, shall, upon payment of
25 twenty-five dollars, be examined, and, if found qualified by the
26 board, shall be registered as a veterinarian and shall receive a
27 certificate thereof, signed by the chairman and secretary. An
28 applicant aggrieved by the refusal of the approving authority
29 to approve a school of veterinary medicine under this section
30 shall be entitled to have the reasonableness of such refusal re-
-31 viewed by a justice of the superior court, whose decision shall
32 be final. An applicant failing to pass an examination satis-
-33 factory to the board, may be re-examined upon payment of
34 twenty-five dollars for each appearance, at such time and place
35 as the board shall determine. The board shall refuse to grant a
36 license to any person who shall have been convicted of a
37 feloney, or who shall be addicted to any vice to such a degree
38 as to render him unfit to practice veterinary medicine, surgery
39 or dentistry, and after due notice and hearing, may revoke any
40 certificate issued by it and cancel the registration of, any veteri-
-41 nary convicted of a crime in the practice of his profession, and
42 may, at any time after the expiration of one year thereafter,
43 reissue any certificate so revoked, and register anew any veteri-
-44 narian whose registration was so cancelled.

1 Section 6. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 56, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 56. Examinations shall be in part in writing, shall be
5 in English, and of a scientific and practical character. They
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6 shall include the subjects of anatomy, surgery, physiology,
7 animal parasites, obstetrics, pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis
8 and practice, therapeutics, pharmacology, veterinary dentistry,
9 and other subjects thought proper by the board to test the

10 applicants’ fitness to practice veterinary medicine.

1 Section 7. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 59, as amended by chapter 224 of the acts

ft 3 of 1948, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 59. By vote of four members the board may revoke or
5 suspend for a certain time the license of any person to practice
6 veterinary medicine in this commonwealth after notice and hear-
-7 mgs of the causes provided in this section.
8 The board may revoke or suspend a license for any of the
9 following causes:

10 (a) The employment of fraud, misrepresentation or deception
11 in obtaining such license.
12 (5) Conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude or con-
-13 viction of a felony, in which case the record of such conviction
14 shall be conclusive evidence.
15 (c) Chronic inebriety or habitual use of drug:
16 {d) For having professional connection with or lending one’s
17 name to any illegal practitioner of veterinary medicine and the
18 various branches thereof.
19 (e) Conviction of or cash compromise of a charge or violation
20 of the Harrison Act, regulating narcotics, in which case the

compromise, as the case may be,21 record of such conviction or
22 shall be conclusive evidence.
23 (/) Fraud or dishonesty in
24 other biological tests.

.pplying or reporting tuberculin or

25 (g) False or misleading advertising having for its purpose or
26 intent deception or fraud.
27 (h) Conduct reflecting unfavorably on the profession of veter-
-28 inary medicine.
29 (i) Court conviction on a charge of cruelty to animals.
30 (j) Failure to keep one’s veterinary office and/or hospital and
31 all equipment therein in a clean and sanitary condition.








