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To accompany the petition of Edward C. Stone and Allan F. Jones that Congress
be memorialized to enact legislation changing the method of computing the basic
pay for members of the armed forces of the United States. ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

Resolutions memorializing congress to enact legislation

CHANGING THE METHOD OF COMPUTING THE BASIC PAY FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas, There is now pending before the Congress of the United
States legislation, including S. 3081 and H. R. 9979 which would
change the method of computing the basic pay for members of the
armed forces in accordance with the recommendations of a special
committee headed by Ralph J. Cordiner, President of General Elec-
tric Company; and

Whereas, The military forces need a means for attracting and
retaining skilled personnel in order to maintain a deterrent power
for peace during these times of advancing technology and threat of
aggression; and

Whereas, The armed forces do not have the means to compete for
trained personnel urgently needed for the defense of this country,
and a significant factor in their inability to do so is the inadequacy
of the present compensation structure; and

Whereas, The proposed changes in military pay are based on merit
rather than longevity and will bring military pay more in line with
the pay standards of industry and will offer greater re-enlistment
incentive for highly trained personnel; and

Whereas, The program of the Cordiner Committee, while making
possible at least a fifteen per cent improvement in the combat
capability of the United States Armed Forces, would result in sav-
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mgs and gains up to $5,000,000,000 a year by 1962 or sooner in the
cost of national defense; now therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Congress of the United States to enact legislation to revise
the existing pay structure in the armed forces along the lines pro-
posed in S. 3081 and H. R. 9979; and be it further

Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth transmit forth-
with copies of these resolutions to the President of the United States,
to the presiding officer of each branch of the Congress, and to each
member thereof from this commonwealth.


