
Mat 13, 1958.

It is imperative that an integrated mass transportation system
should be provided at the earliest possible moment for the greater
Boston area.

It is all too late to drift, as has been the case since 1947. At that
tune the legislative commission’s report clearly pinpointed the fac-
tors involved in order to avoid economic difficulties which have
now come to pass.

The ever-increasing deficit falling upon the real estate owners of
the fourteen cities and towns included in the M. T. A. portends
serious difficulties unless a new look is taken at the basic problem
which exists.

The most critical situation at the moment is the South Shore area
and an engineering and financial study should be speeded to pro-
vide accurate facts and costs upon which to base a sound and
practical legislative solution.

Such a survey can be completed in a very few months at an
expenditure estimated at $200,000. To accomplish this, the com-
mission recommends the adoption of an act, a draft of which is
appended hereto.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act providing for investigation bt the metropolitan

BOSTON TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, SO-CALLED, OF AN EX-
TENSION OF RAPID TRANSIT FACILITIES OF THE METROPOLITAN
TRANSIT AUTHORITY INTO THE AREA SERVED BY THE OLD COLONY
DIVISION OF THE NEW YORK, NEW HAVEN AND HARTFORD RAIL-
ROAD COMPANY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The special commission known as the Metro-
-2 politan Boston Transportation Commission, established by
3 chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the resolves of nineteen
4 hundred and fifty-seven and revived, increased and continued
5 by chapter fifty-three of the resolves of nineteen hundred and
6 fifty-eight, hereinafter referred to as the “commission,” is
7 hereby authorized and directed to make an investigation of an
8 extension of the rapid transit facilities of the Metropolitan
9 Transit Authority, hereinafter called the “Authority,” to and

10 into the area served by the Old Colony Division of the New
11 York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. The in-
-12 vestigation shall include preparation of preliminary plans, es-
-13 timates of the cost of construction, equipment and acquisition
14 of right-of-way, together with estimates of passenger traffic
15 potential and anticipated revenues, and such other matters as
16 the commission deems pertinent.
17 The commission is authorized to contract with the Authority
18 to perform such portions of the work authorized by this act as it
19 deems advisable, and the Authority is authorized to so contract
20 and to engage consulting engineers and subcontractors to per-
-21 form, under the direction of the Authority, such parts of the
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22 work as it may deem necessary, and the commission shall re-
-23 imburse the Authority for expenses incurred by it hereunder.
24 For the purpose of making surveys and borings in connection
25 with the work to be done under this act, the Authority and its
26 subcontractors may enter upon and use public and private ways
27 and lands. Any person injured in his property by such entry
28 or use of his land by the Authority or subcontractors may re-
-29 cover his damages under chapter seventy-nine of the General
30 Laws.

1 Section 2. Said commission shall report its findings and
2 recommendations, together with drafts of legislation necessary
3 to carry out its recommendations to the general court, by filing
4 a report or reports with the clerk of the senate at such time or
5 times as it may deem advisable; but in any event, shall file its
6 final report on or before the last Tuesday in December of the
7 current year.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act the commission may
2 expend for expert, legal, engineering or other services and ex-
-3 penses such sum, not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars,
4 as may be appropriated therefor.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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