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SENATE No. 800

Senate, August 12, 1958.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill establishing a board of registration of electrologists
and regulating the practice of the profession of electrolysis (House,
No. 2847),-—report recommending that the same ought to pass
with an amendment substituting a new draft entitled “An Act
establishing a board of registration of electrologists and regulating
the practice of electrolysis” (Senate, No. 800).

For the committee,

RALPH C. MAHAR.

CJ)c Commontoealtf) of epassacfjusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act establishing a board of registration of electrolo-
GISTS AND REGULATING THE PRACTICE Of ELECTROLYSIS.

Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 57, under the caption
BOARD OF REGISTRATION OP ELECTROLOGISTS, the following
three sections:
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Section 58. There shall be a board of registration of electrolo-
gists consisting of three persons, residents of the commonwealth,
of whom two shall be licensed electrologists who have been
engaged in the practice of electrolysis in the commonwealth
for at least five years, and one shall be a physician registered
under the laws of the commonwealth. No member of the
board, while in office, shall have any financial interest, direct
or indirect, in the manufacture or sale of equipment and
supplies used in the practice of electrolysis or shall engage in
the teaching of electrolysis. A member of said board shall be
appointed in January of each year by the governor, with the
advice and consent of the council, for a term of five years from
the first day of the following February.
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Section 59. The members of said board shall meet in Febru-
ary in each year at such time or place as they shall determine,
and shall organize by electing from its own members a chair-
man and a secretary, who shall hold their respective
for one year. The board shall hold regular meetings in Febru-*
ary, May, August and November, and such additional meet-
ings as it may determine, at such times and places as may be
agreed upon by the members.
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Section 60. There shall be paid by the commonwealth to the
secretary of said board a salary of five hundred dollars and his
necessary traveling expenses, not exceeding three hundred
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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dollars, actually incurred in attending to the necessary work
of the board, and to each of the other members of the board a
salary of two hundred dollars, and his necessary traveling
expenses actually incurred in attending the meetings thereof,
and such other expenses of the board as are incurred under
section fifty-nine and under sections eighty-seven FFF to
eighty-seven 000, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and
twelve.
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Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section eighty-seven DDD, in-
serted by section 2 of chapter 726 of the acts of 1957, under
the caption registration of electrologists, the following
eleven sections:
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6 Section S7EEE. For the purposes of sections eighty-seven

FFF to eightj r-seven 000, inclusive, the following words shall,
unless the context requires otherwise, have the following mean-
ings :
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“Board ’, the board ofregistration of electrologists established
under section fifty-eight of chapter thirteen.
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“Electrolysis”, the method of removing hair from the human
body by the application of an electrical current to the hair-
papilla by means of a needle or needles to cause decomposition,
coagulation or dehydration of the hair-papilla and thus per-
manently remove the hair.
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electrolysis or hold himself out as a practitioner of, or being
able to practice, electrolysis unless he is duly licensed by the
board or is a qualified physician registered under the laws of
the commonwealth. Whoever violates any provision of this
section shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hun-
dred dollars.
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tice of electrolysis shall make application upon a form furnished
by the board, which application shall be signed and sworn to
by the applicant. Each application shall be accompanied by
a fee of twenty-five dollars. Each applicant who shall furnish
the board with satisfactory proof that he is twenty-one years
of age or over, of good moral character and a citizen of the
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United States or has filed a declaration of intention to become
a citizen of the United States and that he possesses (1) the ed-
ucational qualifications required for graduation from an ac-
credited high school, and (2) the basic knowledge of histology,
bacteriology and sterilization, electricity, hair structure, derma-
tology, physiology, hygiene and equipment necessary for the
practice of electrolysis, shall be examined by the board, and,
if he passes such examination, shall be licensed as a qualified
electrologist and granted a certificate signed by the chairmai©
and secretary of the board in testimony thereof. Such license
shall be valid for a period of two years from its date of issue,
and may be renewed for a like period upon application therefor
on blank forms to be furnished by the board. The fee for each
such renewal shall be thirty dollars.
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Section 87HHH. Every person to whom a license has been
issued under section eighty-seven GGG shall cause the same to
be recorded in the office of the clerk of the town where he prin-
cipally practices electrolysis, and if he moves his principal
office he shall, before engaging in practice at a new address,
notify the board in writing of the place where he is to engage
in practice. If such removal is to another town, he shall ob-
tain from the clerk of the town where his license is recorded a
certified copy thereof and file it with the clerk of such other
town. The fee for recording such license or certified copy
thereof shall be one dollar.
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Every licensed electrologist shall display his license in a
conspicuous place in the principal office wherein he practices
electrolysis, and shall, whenever required, exhibit it to the
board or its authorized representative.
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The practice of electrolysis shall be engaged in only in a fixed
place or establishment, which place or establishment shall be
provided with such instruments, implements and equipment,
and subject to such sanitary regulations and inspection,
said board may prescribe.
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Nothing in the preceding paragraph, or in any statute, ordi-
nance, provision of law, rule or regulation shall be construed
to prohibit the practice of electrolysis and the maintenance of
an electrolysis office, in the licensee’s home or residence; pro-
vided, the licensee complies with the conditions outlined above.
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70 Section 87111. The board may suspend or revoke any li-
-71 cense issued by it after due public hearing upon finding the
72 holder of such license to be guilty of a crime involving moral
73 turpitude, or of unprofessional conduct, which is hereby de-
-74 fined to include (a) misrepresentation or fraud in the conduct
75 of his practice, ih) false, fraudulent or misleading advertising,
76 and (c) fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining a license. Any
77 electrologist whose license has been suspended or revoked may
78 apply to the board to have the same reissued, and the license
79 shall be reissued upon a satisfactory showing to the board that
80 the cause for dissatisfaction has ceased.
81 Section 87JJJ. Any electrologist aggrieved by any de-
-82 cision or ruling of said board may, within thirty days after
83 receiving in writing notice of such decision or ruling, appeal
84 therefrom to the superior court for the county in which he re-
-85 sides, by filing in the office of the clerk of said court his reasons
86 for appeal, and within seven days thereafter filing a copy
87 thereof with the chairman of said board. The court shall as
88 promptly as may be, after such notice as it may direct, hear
89 and determine said appeal. The decision of said court shall
90 be final.
91 Section 87KKK. No licensed electrologist shall include in
92 any advertising, fees for performing or rendering any service,
93 or publish, issue or make any misrepresentation, false, fraudu-
-94 lent or misleading statements through the press, circulation of
95 advertising matter, radio, television, display signs or otherwise.
96 Section 87LLL. The board shall, upon the request of any
97 school teaching electrolysis in the commonwealth, inspect such
98 school and notify the governing body thereof in writing if said
99 school is approved by the board, or if not, what action said

100 school must take in order to be approved by the board. The
101 board and the commissioner of public health, acting in an
102 capacity, shall forthwith establish standards to be
103 met by said electrolysis school, and when in the opinion of the
104 board such standards have been met by said school, a license
105 of approval shall be awarded to it; provided, that if at any
106 time an approved school has, in the opinion of the board,
107 lowered its standards below those established by the board,
108 such license, after notice and hearing, may be revoked by the
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board. Any applicant aggrieved by the refusal of the board
to approve an electrolysis school shall be entitled to have the
reasonableness of such refusal reviewed by a justice of the
superior court whose decision shall be final.
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Section 87MMM. The board may make and shall publish
necessary rules and regulations for the proper discharge of its
duties and the enforcement of sections fifty-nine and sixty of
chapter thirteen, and sections eighty-seven FEE to eighty-
seven 000, inclusive, of this chapter.
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Section 87NNN . Whoever violates any provision of sec-
tions eighty-seven FEE to eighty-seven 000, inclusive, for
which a penalty is not otherwise prescribed, or any rule or
regulation of the board shall be punished by a fine of not more
than twenty dollars.
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Section 87000. The board may, upon the payment of a
fee of twenty-five dollars, grant, without examination, a li-
cense to practice electrolysis, and issue a certificate, to any
person licensed or registered under the laws of any other state,
which state, in the opinion of the board, shall require a degree
of competency equal to that required of applicants for licensure
as electrologists in this commonwealth, and which extends a
like courtesy to electrologists licensed in this commonwealth.
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Section 3. Any person who on the effective date of this act
has attained the age of twenty-one, and who has been actively
engaged in the practice of electrolysis for one year during the
three years immediately preceding said effective date, shall,
upon application, accompanied by a fee of twenty-five dollars,
be granted a license to engage in the practice of electrolysis by
the board of registration of electrologists, without examination;
provided, he makes such application on or before the first day
of August, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.
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1 Section 4. The initial members appointed to the board of
2 registration of electrologists, established by section fifty-eight
3 of chapter thirteen of the General Laws, inserted by section one
4 of this act, shall be appointed for terms of one, two and three
5 years, respectively, as the governor, with the advice and con-
-6 sent of the council, may designate, and no one of such members
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need be a licensed electrologist, nor shall any successor to any
such appointee, if appointed prior to January first, nineteen
hundred and sixty, be a licensed electrologist. Upon the ex-
piration of the term of any such member his successor shall be
appointed for a term of three years, and, except as provided in
this section, in compliance with the requirement of said section
fifty-eight of said chapter thirteen.
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Section 5. Sections one, three and four of this act shall take
effect in conformity with law, and section two shall take effect
on August first, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.
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