
Senate, October 15, 1958.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the Senate Bill providing for the development of state parks, state
forests and recreation areas by the department of natural resources
(Senate, No. 696) (also based on the Senate Bill relative to the
acquisition of land for State parks and reservations (Senate, No.
658), report recommending that the same ought to pass, with
an amendment substituting a new draft entitled “An Act provid-
ing for the development of State parks, State forest recreation
areas and State reservations by the Department of Natural Re-
sources and authorizing the acquisition of land therefor by eminent
domain” (Senate, No. 869).

For the committee,

EDWARD C. STONE.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

An Act providing for the development of state parks, state
FOREST RECREATION AREAS AND STATE RESERVATIONS BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND AUTHORIZING THE

ACQUISITION OF LAND THEREFOR BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to de-
-2 feat its purpose which is to provide as soon as may be an ade-
-3 quate system of state parks, state forest recreation areas and
4 state reservations, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
-5 gency law necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
6 health, welfare and convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter 132 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 2 the following four sec-
-3 tions; Section 2A . The commissioner is hereby authorized
4 and directed to establish a long-term program of state parks,
5 state forest recreation areas and state reservations, and for
6 such purpose may improve areas now under the control of the
7 department of natural resources and acquire adequate land and
8 water areas for said facilities and approaches thereto. The com-
-9 missioner may accept from other public or private organizations

10 existing areas in public use.
11 Section 28. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the
12 commonwealth that all such sites acquired or developed by the
13 commissioner shall in so far as practicable be preserved in theii *
14 natural state; that they shall be in so far as possible collectively
15 self-supporting; and that no commercial activities except those
16 essential to the quiet enjoyment of the facilities by the people
17 shall be permitted.
18 Section 2C. The planning, construction, operation and main-

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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19 tenance of the facilities acquired or developed under section
20 two A shall be under the jurisdiction of the commissioner. In
21 the preparation of plans of said facilities, the commissioner
22 shall have the advice and assistance of the department of public
23 works, the metropolitan district commission, the department of
24 public health and the department of commerce.
25 Section 2D. In the development and improvement of state
26 parks, state forest recreation areas and state reservations, the
27 commissioner is hereby authorized and empowered: (1) To
28 acquire, plan, construct, maintain and operate public recre-
-29 ational facilities, including roads, areas for parking, picnicking
30 and camping, provisions for swimming, wading, boating, out-
-31 door games, winter sports, horseback riding, bicycling and hik-
-32 ing trails, nature study, rest areas, outlooks, comfort stations,
33 food accommodations and such other facilities as the commis-
-34 sioner deems necessary and desirable and consistent with the
35 policy of the commonwealth, as set forth in section two B.
36 (2) To impose and collect such charges and fees for the use
37 of the lands, buildings, facilities and equipment enumerated in
38 subdivision (1) as may be necessary to defray in so far as prac-
-39 ticable the cost of such developments and improvements, in-
-40 eluding costs of maintenance and operation and bond amortiza-
-41 tion and interest and to revise said fees and charges from time to
42 time.
43 (3) To designate such areas as may be used in season for
44 hunting and fishing.

1 Section 2. Said section 3of said chapter 132 A is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence, as amended by chap-
-3 ter 672 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following sentence: The commissioner may, from time to
5 time within the limits of appropriations made therefor, acquire
6 for the commonwealth, by eminent domain under chapter sev-
-7 enty-nine or by purchase, lease or otherwise, any lands suitable
8 for purposes of conservation or recreation lying outside of the
9 metropolitan parks district, and may lay out and maintain such

10 lands for such purposes and erect and maintain such structures
11 and other facilities thereon as may be necessary to render such
12 lands reasonably available and accessible therefor; provided,
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13 however, that no land held in trust for public use shall be taken
14 bv eminent domain.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 132 A is hereby further amended
2 by inserting after section 3 the following section: Section 3A.
3 The exercise of the power of eminent domain under the provi-
-4 sions of section three shall be subject to the approval of the
5 board of natural resources, the governor and council, and the
6 board of selectmen in any town in which is located any land
7 proposed to be taken by eminent domain. If such board of
8 selectmen fails to approve or disapprove such proposed taking
9 within thirty days after receipt of written notice thereof from

10 the commissioner, such board shall be deemed to have approved
11 thereof.


