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Accompanying the nineteenth recommendation of the State Tax Commission
(House, No. 63). Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

An Act amending the alcoholic beverages and alcohol tax
LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to amend the law with respect to

3 the liability of persons to pay certain excise taxes, therefore it
4 is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follmvs:

1 Section 1. Section 21 of chapter 138 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph thereof,
3 as most recently amended by chapter 402 of the acts of 1954,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
o Every licensed manufacturer of alcoholic beverages or alcohol
6 as defined in this chapter, and every holder of a wholesaler’s
7 and importer’s license for the sale and importation thereof, and
8 every licensee under section seventy-six shall, in addition to the
9 license fees elsewhere provided in this chapter, be liable for and

10 pay to the commonwealth an excise at the rates hereinafter
11 provided in this section, for the privilege enjoyed by him as

*2 such manufacturer, wholesaler and importer, or licensee under
13 section seventy-six, to be levied on sales within the common-
-14 wealth of alcoholic beverages or alcohol, other than wines to be
15 used for sacramental purposes only and other than malt bever-
-16 ages imported into the commonwealth, and to be levied on im-
-17 portations of malt beverages into the commonwealth [as fob
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18 lows:—]. For the purposes of this section, “sale”, in addi-
-19 tion to its ordinary meaning, shall include any use, gift,
20 exchange, loss, theft or other disposition. In every case
21 where alcoholic beverages or alcohol are lost, they shall
22 be deemed to have been sold, unless in case of loss by fire,
23 proof is furnished to the satisfaction of the commissioner
24 that the alcoholic beverages or alcohol have been so de-
-25 stroyed that they could not have been put to any use.

ft1 Section 2. Said section 21 of chapter 138 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the tenth paragraph thereof, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 402 of the acts of 1954, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following paragraph;
5 If any licensee fails to file a return under this chapter within
6 the time prescribed therein, the sum of five dollars for every
7 day during which such licensee is in default shall be added to,
8 and become a part of, the tax as an additional tax [;]. If any
9 licensee fails to pay the entire tax imposed by this chapter

10 within the time prescribed by this section, an amount
11 equal to five per cent of the unpaid portion of said tax for
12 every month or major fraction thereof during which such
13 licensee is in default shall be added to, and become a part
14 of the tax, as an additional tax [but the] The commis-
-15 sioner may, in his discretion, abate any such additional tax in
16 whole or in part.


