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By Mr. Cloherty of Boston, petition of Peter J. Cloherty that voting precincts

in cities contain not more than twelve hundred voters. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act providing that voting precincts in cities contain not
MORE THAN TWELVE HUNDRED VOTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 2of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as amended by
2 section 1 of chapter 411 of the acts of 1943, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in lines 3, 10, 15, 16 and 17, the words
4 “two thousand” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance,
5 the words: twelve hundred, so as to read as follows: Sec-
-6 tion 2. Each city shall be divided into convenient voting pre-
-7 cincts, designated by numbers or letters and containing not more
8 than [two thousand] twelve hundred voters. Every ward shall
9 constitute a voting precinct by itself, or shall be divided into

10 precincts containing as nearly as may be an equal number of
11 voters, consisting of compact and contiguous territory entirely
12 within the ward, and bounded, so far as possible, by the center line
13 ofknown streets or ways or by other well-defined limits. If a ward
14 constituting one precinct contains more than [two thousand]
15 twelve hundred voters, according to the registration at the pre-
-16 ceding annual or biennial city election, the aldermen, on or before
17 the first Monday of October, shall divide it into two or more
18 voting precincts. They may so divide a ward or precinct con-
-19 taining less than [two thousand] twelve hundred voters. If in
20 any year, according to such registration, a voting precinct con-
-21 tains more than [two thousand] twelve hundred voters, the
22 aldermen shall in like manner either divide such precinct into two
23 or more voting precincts or make a new division of the ward into
24 voting precincts. Except as provided in section three, when new
25 precincts are established, the new division shall take effect on
26 the thirty-first day of December next following.
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