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By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of George E. Rawson that law enforce-
ment officers be authorized to take fingerprints and photographs of persons charged
with certain felonies or misdemeanors. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act to authorize fingerprinting of certain persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing the following new section:
3 Section 338. The executive officer in charge of the state
4 police, the metropolitan district police, the police department
5 of each city or town, and other law enforcement officers, shall
6 have the authority to take or cause to be taken, and shall take
7 or cause to be taken, the fingerprints of any person in custody
8 charged with the commission of a felony, or a misdemeanor in-
-9 involving narcotics, or sex, or gaming, or traffic in stolen prop-

-10 erty, or a fraudulent scheme, and to assist in establishing iden-
-11 tification shall take or cause to be taken the fingerprints of any
12 person who they have reason to believe is a fugitive from justice,
13 or of any suspicious person or any habitual criminal, and of all
14 unidentified dead persons. They shall have the authority to
15 take or cause to be taken, and may take or cause to be taken,
16 the photograph of all such persons. The persons in charge of
17 all state penal and correctional institutions, and the wardens
18 or keepers of jails and prisons shall take or cause to be taken
19 the fingerprints and photographs of all persons in custody or
20 committed for any crime. A copy of all fingerprints and photo-
-21 graphs so taken shall be forwarded, daily, to the state bureau
22 of identification, department of public safety, on forms approved
23 and in a manner prescribed by said bureau. A copy of finger-
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24 prints so taken shall also be forwarded to the federal bureau of
25 investigation. The supervisor of the state bureau of identifica-
-26 tion shall immediately, upon receipt of such records, compare
27 them with other records already on file, and shall furnish to the
28 submitting authority, unless otherwise arranged, pertinent in-
-29 formation concerning the person fingerprinted.


