
HOUSE 314

At the request of Mr. Porter of Agawam, the petition of Douglas Crook and
another for an amendment of the law relative to the sale, rental, leasing, carrying
and use of firearms and the possession, carrying and use of dangerous weapons
was referred to the committee on Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

an Act relative to the sale and use of firearms

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 122 of chapter 140 of the General Laws,
2 as amended by chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the word “may” in the first sentence
4 and inserting in place thereof the word: shall, and by insert-
-5 ing at the end of said sentence the words: if it appears that
6 he is a suitable person to be so licensed.
7 Said section is further amended by striking out the fifth sen-
-8 tence and inserting in place thereof the following: Any per-
-9 son refused a license under this section may appeal such refusal
10 as provided in section one hundred and thirty-one G.

1 Section 2. Section 131 of said chapter 140, as amended by
2 chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further amended by
1 striking out the word “may” in the first sentence and substi-

4 tuting in place thereof the word; shall, and by omitting the
5 word “only” at the end of said sentence, and striking out the
6 third sentence of said section and substituting in place thereof
7 the following new sentence: All such licenses shall be revoc-
8 able for cause by the authority issuing the same, who shall
9 forthwith send written notice of such revocation to the commis-
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10 sioner of public safety and to the licensee where license is re
11 yoked.

1 Section 3. Section 131 A of said chapter 140, as amended
2 by chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out in the first sentence the word “may” and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the word: shall, and by striking out
5 the words “at will” and substituting therefor the words: for
6 cause.

1 Section 4. Chapter 140 of the General Laws, as amended
2 by chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further amended
3by adding after section 13IF the following new section:
4 Section ISIG. If it appears to the person or persons author-
-5 ized by sections one hundred and twenty-two or one hundred
6 and thirty-one of this chapter to issue licenses that an applicant
7 is not a suitable person to be so licensed, he, or they, shall so
8 report to the commissioner of public safety, stating the reasons
9 for the denial of the application, and shall furnish the applicant

10 a written notice of denial. Such notice of denial, or anotice of
11 revocation of an existing license, shall include a statement of the
12 provisions for an appeal from such denial or revocation as set
13 forth in this section.
14 Any applicant for a license to carry firearms in the common-
-15 wealth or to possess therein a machine gun, or to sell such fire-
-16 arms, as provided in said sections one hundred and twenty-two
17 and one hundred and thirty-one, who is denied such license, may,
18 within two weeks, appeal such denial to the commissioner of pub-
-19 lie safety, who shall appoint a board of three disinterested per-
-20 sons to hear such appeal. This board shall grant a hearing to
21 the appellant within a reasonable time, and, if satisfied that he
22 is entitled to a license as provided in section one hundred and
23 twenty-two or one hundred and thirty-one, shall order the li-
-24 censing authority to issue such license.
25 The revocation of licenses granted under the provisions of said
26 sections one hundred and twenty-two and one hundred and
27 thirty-one, as provided in said sections, may be appealed in
28 the same manner as a denial of an application for a license.


