
HOUSE No. 474
By Mr. Donlan of Boston, petition of Arthur J. Gartland relative to the non-

criminal disposition of charges for violation of motor vehicle parking rules. The
Judiciary.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 20A of chapter 90 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph and
3 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 Any person notified to appear before the clerk of a district
5 court as provided herein may appear before such clerk and con-
-6 fess the offence charged, either personnally or through an agent
7 duly authorized in writing or by mailing to such clerk, with the
8 notice, the fine provided herein, such payment to be made only
9 by postal note, money order or check. If it is the first offence

10 subject to this section committed by such person within the
11 jurisdiction of the court and in a particular city or town in the
12 calendar year, the clerk shall dismiss the charge without the
13 payment of any fine; if it is the second, third, fourth or fifth
14 such offence so committed in such city or town in the calendar
15 year, payment to the clerk of a fine of one dollar shall operate
16 as a final disposition of the case; and if it is the sixth or subse-
f quent such offence so committed in such city or town in the
18 calendar year, payment to the clerk of a fine of two dollars shall
19 operate as a final disposition of the case; provided, however,
20 that the provisions of this sentence shall not apply to offences
21 subject to this section committed in the downtown area of the
22 city of Boston. If it is the first offence subject to this section
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23 committed by such persons in the downtown area of the city of
24 Boston in the calendar year, payment to the clerk of a fine of
25 two dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the case; if it
26 is the second or third such offence, so committed in the calendar
27 year, payment to the clerk of a fine of three dollars shall operate
28 as a final disposition of the case; if it is the fourth such offence,
29 so committed in the calendar year, payment to the clerk of a
30 fine of five dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the case;
31 if it is the fifth such offence, so committed in the calendar year,
32 payment to the clerk of a fine of seven dollars shall operate af<
33 a final disposition of the case; and if it is the sixth or subsequent
34 such offence so committed in the calendar year, payment of the
35 fine established therefor by the justices of the municipal court
36 of the city of Boston, as hereinafter provided in this section shall
37 operate as a final disposition of the case. Whenever it becomes
38 necessary to ascertain whether a person owning two or motor
39 vehicles is chargeable as such owner with a first, second, third,
40 fourth, fifth, sixth or subsequent offence hereunder, such question
41 shall, in the case of vehicles singly registered, be determined
42 separately with respect to the particular vehicle involved in such
43 violation and, in the case of vehicles subject to section five, with
44 respect to the particular number plate or plates used on the
45 vehicle involved in such violation at the time thereof. Proceed-
-46 ings under this paragraph shall not be deemed criminal; and no
47 person notified to appear before the clerk of a district court as
48 provided herein shall be required to report to any probation of-
-49 ficer, and no record of the ease shall be entered in the probation
50 records.

1 Section 2. The fourth paragraph of said chapter 90 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in
3 place thereof, the following sentence: —• The justices of the mu-
-4 nicipal court of the city of Boston shall from time to time estab-
-5 lish, in schedule form or otherwise, the fines for sixth and subset
6 quent offences subject to this section committed in the downtown
7 area of the city of Boston; provided, however, that no fine
8 exceeding twenty-five dollars shall be so established.


