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By Mr. Hollis of Braintree, petition of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Associa-
tion that provision be made for the appointment of certain members of housing
authorities and redevelopment authorities by the board of selectmen in towns.
Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act to provide that certain members of housing authori-
ties AND OF REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES IN TOWNS BE AP-
POINTED BY THE SELECTMEN.

1 Section 1. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 26L, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 128 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 26L. In a city, four members of a housing authority
6 shall be appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the
7 city council and one by the housing board, and in a town, four
8 members shall be appointed by the board of selectmen and one
9 by the housing board; provided, that, of the members originally

10 appointed, the member appointed by the board shall be appointed
11 to serve for the term of three years, and the other members shall
12 be appointed to serve for the terms of one, two, four and five
13 years, respectively. Membership in a housing authority shall be
14 restricted to residents of the city or town.
15 No tenant in a project operated by a housing authority shall
16 be a member of such authority. Thereafter, as the term of a
17 member ofany such housing authority expires, his successor shall
18 be appointed, in the same manner and by the same body, for
19 the term of five years. Vacancies, other than by reason of ex-

-20 piration of terms, shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired
21 term, in the same manner and by the same body. Every mem-
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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22 her, unless sooner removed, shall serve until the qualification of
23 his successor.
24 As soon as possible after the qualification of the members of a
25 housing authority the city or town clerk, as the case may be, shall
26 file a certificate of such appointment with the board and a dupli-
-27 cate thereof in the office of the state secretary. If the state
28 secretary finds that the housing authority has been organized
29 and the members thereof appointed according to law, he shall
30 issue to it a certificate of organization and such certificate shall
31 be conclusive evidence of the lawful organization of the authority
32 and of the appointment of the members thereof. Whenever the
33 membership of a housing authority is changed, by appointment,
34 resignation or removal, a certificate and a duplicate certificate to
35 that effect shall promptly be so filed. A certificate so filed shall
36 be conclusive evidence of the change in membership of the hous-
-37 ing authority referred to therein.

1 Section 2. Section 26M of said chapter 121, as most recently
2 amended by section 2 of said chapter 128 of the acts of 1955, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: The mayor,
5 with the approval of the city council, or the board of selectmen
6 may make, or the mayor or the board of selectmen may receive,
7 written charges against, and may after hearing remove, because
8 of inefficiency, neglect of duty and misconduct in office, or any
9 of such causes, a member of a housing authority appointed by

10 the mayor and confirmed by the city council, or appointed by
11 the selectmen, as the case may be; provided, that such member
12 shall have been given, not less than fourteen days before the
13 date set for such hearing, a copy in writing of the charges against
14 him and written notice of the date and place of the hearing to
15 be held thereon, and at the hearing shall have been given the
16 opportunity to be represented by counsel and to be heard in
17 his own defence.

1 Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of this act a
2 member of a town housing authority or redevelopment authority
3 who was duly elected under the provisions of law applicable
4 thereto prior to the effective date of this act may continue to
5 serve as such until the completion of his term.


