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By Mr. Mulligan of Boston, petition of Robert J. Mulligan and another for pro-
viding for special class instructions for certain mentally retarded children between
the ages of three and seven years. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act providing for special class instruction for certain

MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF THREE
AND SEVEN YEARS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 46 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as amended
2 by chapter 535 of the acts of 1956, is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after the word “age” in line 5, the following words:
4 including pre-school children between the ages of three and
5 seven years; and by inserting after the word “attainments,”
6 in line 18 the following words: including children between
7 the ages of three and seven years, so as to read: Section 46.
8 Classification, Instruction and Placing Out of Certain Mentally
9 Retarded Children. The school committee of every town or

10 district committee of every regional school district shall annually
11 ascertain, under regulations prescribed by the department and
12 the department of mental health, the number of children re-
-13 larded in mental development in attendance upon its public
14 schools, or of school age, including pre-school children between
15 the ages of three and seven years, and resident therein. Such
16 children shall be placed in the following classifications; (a)
17 the educable mentally retarded; (6) the trainable mentally
18 retarded; and (c) the custodial mentally retarded. At the
19 beginning of each school year the committee of every town or
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20 district committee of every regional school district where there
21 are five or more such children as determined in accordance with
22 the first sentence of this section, shall, and every town or regional
23 school district where there are less than five such children may,
24 establish special classes for the instruction of the educable
25 mentally retarded children and for the instruction of the train-
-26 able mentally retarded children according to their mental
27 attainments, including children between the ages of three and
28 seven years, under regulations prescribed by the department.
29 A child appearing to be mentally retarded in any less degree
30 may, upon request of the superintendent of schools of the town
31 or regional school district where he attends school, be examined
32 under such regulations as may be prescribed by the department
33 and the department of mental health. No child under the con-
-34 trol of the department of public welfare or of the board of public
35 welfare of any city or town, who is retarded in mental develop-
-36 ment within the meaning of this section, shall, after complaint
37 made by the school committee to the department of public
38 welfare or said board of public welfare, be placed in a town or
39 regional school district which is not required to maintain a
40 special class as provided for in this section.
41 The school committee of any town or the district committee
42 of any regional school district may establish day occupational
43 training programs for mentally retarded children over the age
44 of sixteen years.


