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By Mr. Nagle of Fall River, petition of Harold C. Nagle that the Department
of Public Works be authorized to charge, collect and receive rent from occupants
of land taken by eminent domain and to pay the same into the Highway Fund.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act authorizing the department of public works to

CHARGE, COLLECT AND RECEIVE RENT FROM OCCUPANTS OF LAND

TAKEN BY EMINENT DOMAIN OR OTHERWISE ACQUIRED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 81 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 7E the following new section 7F:
3 Section 7F. Upon the vesting of the fee of any property
4 taken by the department of public works under this chapter or
5 under any other provision of law, or upon the acquisition of the
6 fee of any property by purchase or otherwise, by said depart-
-7 raent, under any provisions of law, the right to the rents therefor
8 shall likewise vest and the department shall charge, collect and
9 receive the same from all persons occupying such premises or

10 property and their successors, whether or not such persons occupy
11 such premises under a lease or rental agreement existing prior
12 to such taking or acquisition or were the owners in fee thereof.
13 The department shall within thirty days of such taking or ac-
-14 quisitiou give notice thereof to all persons occupying such prem-
-15 ises or property by registered mail or by posting at such premises
6 or property in such manner as the department shall deem proper,
17 and shall therein order such persons thereupon to pay all rents
18 for such occupancy to the department.
19 All persons occupying any such property or premises shall be
20 liable to the department for the fair and reasonable rental value
21 of such property or premises subsequent to the vesting of the
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22 fee thereof. Any other person collecting such rent after such
23 time shall likewise be liable to the department for all suras so
24 collected plus interest at the legal rate from such time. The
25 amount of rent payable under any lease or other rental agree-
-26 ment existing prior to such taking or acquisition shall be deemed
27 to be the fair and reasonable rent payable thereafter unless such
28 occupant, within ten days of the receipt or posting of notice as
29 aforesaid, shall request the department to determine the same,
30 or unless the department on its own motion, after due notice and
31 hearing, shall determine the fair and reasonable rental to be*
32 greater than such amount. The department shall likewise deter-
-33 mine the fair and reasonable rent to be paid by any person occu-
-34 pying such premises or property other than under a pre-existing
35 lease or rental agreement. The department shall notify such
36 occupant of its determination and such person may within ten
37 days of the receipt thereof request that the department rede-
-38 termine the same.
39 The commissioner of public works shall by regulation estab-
-40 lish the method of determining such rent.
41 All rents received by the department under this section shall
42 be paid into the highway fund.
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