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By Mr. McEvoy of Somerville, petition of Joseph F. McEvoy, Jr., relative to
maternity benefits under health insurance policies and non-profit hospital service
and medical service plans. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relative to maternity benefits under health insur-

ance POLICIES AND NON-PROFIT HOSPITAL SERVICE AND MEDICAL

SERVICE PLANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 175 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.), as amended is
2 hereby further amended by inserting after section HOB, the
3 following section:
4 Section HOC. 1. A maternity benefits provision in any non-
-5 profit hospital service plan, non-profit medical service plan or
6 policy of insurance upon the health of individuals, excepting
7 a policy of accident and sickness insurance described in sub-
-8 section two (a) of section one hundred and eight, shall stipulate
9 in effect that said benefits shall be provided in connection with

10 such pregnancies as commence after the effective date of coverage
11 for such maternity benefits and prior to the effective date of
12 termination of such coverage. A maternity benefits provision in
1 3 a policy of accident and sickness insurance described in sub-

-14 section two (a) of section one hundred and eight shall stipulate
15 in effect that, subject to the other requirements of the policy,
16 said benefits shall be provided for such births as occur ten or
17 more months after the effective date of coverage for such ma-
-18 ternity benefits during the continuance of the policy, except
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19 that if such births occurs less than ten months after such effec-
-20 tive date, the benefits shall be payable if the insurer is furnished
21 with a written statement by the attending physician stating
22 that such pregnancy commenced after such coverage had been
23 in effect for at least thirty days. Where the coverage under such
24 a policy of accident and sickness insurance terminates for any
25 reason other than nonpayment of premium, such policy shall
26 provide in effect that maternity benefits shall not be denied for
27 births otherwise covered which result from conceptions occurring
28 before such termination and which births occur within nine
29 months following such termination. A plan or policy shall be
30 deemed to contain such a provision in effect when in the opinion
31 of the commissioner the provision is stated in terms more favor-
-32 able to the insured than the foregoing.
33 2. Any non-profit hospital service or non-profit medical
34 service plan or any policy of health insurance contracted for
35 on or after January first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight,
36 which does not contain a provision for maternity benefits
37 shall include a statement to the effect that maternity benefit
38 insurance coverage is not provided for in said plan or policy.
39 3. This section shall be applicable to all insurance companies
40 doing business in this commonwealth, to all non-profit hospital
41 service corporations subject to chapter 176 A and to all medical
42 service corporations subject to chapter 1768 of the General
43 Laws.


