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By Mr. Kingston of Springfield, petition of Frank B. Oliveira for a recount of
the votes cast for Representative in the Tenth Bristol District and that said
Oliveira be declared the duly elected Representative from said district. Elections
(House).
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

To the Honorable House of Representatives

The undersigned, a citizen of Fall River, Massachusetts, respect-
fully represents that at the state election held November fourth,
nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, the petitioner was one of the
Democratic candidates for the office of Representative to the Gen-
eral Court from the Tenth Bristol District.

That the first count of votes cast in said Representative contest
ave the undersigned a majority of one hundred and eight vote

Kuss of Fall River, Massachusetts,
said Matthew J. Kuss, a recount of
ult of said recount gave Matthew J.
votes.

over his opponent, Matthew J.
That upon a petition filed by

votes cast was made and the re;

Kuss a majority7 of thirty-eight
That your petitioner believes that the recount made was erroneous

and that another recount of the votes cast should be made in order
that it may be definitely determined which of the tabulations made
is correct.

That it is a very peculiar coincidence that out of the twenty-three
voting precincts in the district that there are eight precincts wherein
there is a variance in the number of ballots counted originally and
the number of ballots counted at the recount and the total variance

Tomes to exactly thirty-eight votes or the very margin by which
candidate Kuss, Republican, emerged from the recount.

That y7 our petitioner states that he was first informed by the
recount authorities that ten counting tables were to be used at the
recount; that later he was told that fifteen tables would be used;
that when he arrived at the recount chamber on the morning of the
recount he found that there were eighteen tables set up for use;
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that he had no proper notice of such an unnecessary increase in the
number of tables and that lie was unprepared to properly protect
himself by a staff of thirty-six observers and tally clerks.

That such a larger number of counting tables created a situation
wherein there was considerable confusion and inability to supervise
and oversee the entire count and tabulations going on in so many
places, together with the possibility of his losing votes cast for him
during such a fast count of ballots.

That your petitioner requested a list of all the applicants whc
applied for an absentee ballot and was given a list that contained
only sixteen names. Your petitioner feels that there were many
more absentee voters than appear on said list and that he has not
been given the opportunity to pass upon the validity of the ap-
plications and envelopes of said absentee voters and desires that said
applications and envelopes be made available so that their validity
may be properly determined.

That your petitioner protested forty-six ballots at the recount
that were wrongly counted for his opponent or were counted
blanks.

Wherefore, \ our petitioner prays that such action, including
recount as above requested, be taken so it may be determined
whether your petitioner was elected as Representative to the Gen-
eral Court from said Tenth Bristol District, and that if it be de-
termined that he was so elected, he be seated as a Representative
from said District

FRANK B. OLIVEIRA
217 Columbia Street, Fall River, Mass


