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Executive Department

State House, Boston, April 28, 1959.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

As a result of the approval by the Congress of the United States
of the National Defense Education Act (Public Law 85-864),
which makes one billion dollars of Federal monies available for use
by the forty-nine states, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is
presently eligible to receive during this fiscal year Federal funds
amounting to nearly one million dollars, with the total authoriza-
tion for this state for 1959 approximating four and one-third mil-
lion dollars. The provisions of this Act, furthermore, make it clear
that, as presently contemplated, these appropriations will not only
be available for this year but for each of the succeeding three fiscal
years and will be increased substantially in each of these years. To
insure receipt by the Commonwealth of the grants available during
1959, itwill be necessary for the Legislature to authorize appropria-
tions in the amount of forty-five thousand dollars. This Act affects
every level of education, both public and private, from the ele-
mentary school through the graduate schools of our several uni-
versities. I strongly recommend to your Honorable Bodies that
the appropriation recommended be acted upon as quickly as possible.

The advantages of participation by the Commonwealth in this
all-important program are immeasurable. In addition to granting
fellowships and loans for deserving students, the National Defense
Education Act also provides for the strengthening of mathematics,
science, and modern foreign language courses in our schools; the
development of more comprehensive guidance, testing, and coun-
seling programs; the purchase of badly-needed science and language
laboratory equipment, in addition to allowances for remodeling of
such facilities; increases in aid to area vocational programs in tech-
nical education; and funds for strengthening the statistical and re-
search services of the Commonwealth as they relate to our public
and private schools. Were the recommended steps guaranteeing
participation in this Federal Act not to be taken, the resulting loss
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of revenue would be very great. These funds would then simply
be added to those already made available to other states. Your
Honorable Bodies have already indicated your approval, (in the
adoption of provisions of Chapter 664 of the Acts of 1958), of this
state’s sharing in the many educational improvements available
under the terms of the National Defense Education Act, and it is,
therefore, my earnest hope that this relatively small appropriation
wall be authorized without delay.

Our Massachusetts schools and colleges have already completed
plans in anticipation of the inauguration of the many programs
under the Act, all of which will guarantee countless educational
opportunities to hundreds of thousands of students throughout the
Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth,


