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Commission qn Administbation and Finance,
State House, Boston 33, July 27, 1959.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am enclosing herewith proposed legislation under the provisions
of chapter 7, section 7, of the General Laws, “An Act relative to a
Further Deduction of Sentence for Good Conduct while confined
at a Prison Camp.”

The prison camps maintained by the Department of Correction
and operated with the co-operation of the Department of Natural
Resources in our state forests are populated by carefully selected
inmates from our penal institutions who volunteer for the camp
program. The Commonwealth should be justly proud of the out-
standing benefits which the forestry camps have provided in terms
of economic gain in the preservation of our woodlands, the im-
provement and expansion of recreational areas, added protection
against forest fires, and, particularly, in the rehabilitation of the
men taking part in the program. Plans are under way and monies
have already been appropriated to expand the camp program.

With all the beneficial results, however, there are disadvantages
from the point of view of inmates to participating in the camp oper-
ations: the work is arduous, there are problems concerning visits
and spare time activities are not as varied. It is, therefore, neces-
sary to provide an incentive and reward to attract the maximum
number of volunteers of the type who would benefit from the pro-
gram. Such compensation was provided by law proir to 1955 in the
form of granting a deduction of four days per month from the sen-
tences of camp inmates. The accompanying legislation would re-
store this urgently needed incentive and reward by granting forestry
camp inmates extra time to be deducted from their sentences during
the period that they are in the camp program.

I would appreciate your filing this bill with the proper committee.

Respectfully submitted,

C6e CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

CHARLES FRANCIS MAHONEY,
Commissioner of Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relative to a further deduction of sentence for
GOOD CONDUCT WHILE CONFINED AT A PRISON CAMP.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to make immediately effective an

incentive for prisoners in the prison camps of the commonwealth
4 and for the better operation of said camps, therefore it is hereby

5 declared to be an emergency law necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public peace, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the auth rity of the same, as follows

al Laws is hereby amended by in-
following section;

1 Chapter 127 of the Gene:
2 serting after section 129, the
3 Section 129A. For the satisfactory conduct of a prisoner
4 confined in a prison camp, the commissioner may grant, in addi-
-5 tion to the deductions of sentence as provided under section
6 one hundred and twenty-nine of chapter one hundred and
7 twenty-seven, a further deduction from the sentence of not more
8 than four days for each month while confined in a prison camp.
9 Such further deduction from sentence shall be added to that

10 which the prisoner is entitled to receive under the provision of
11 section one hundred and twenty-nine of this chapter for com-
-12 puting the minimum term of sentence for release on parole as
13 authorized by section one hundred and thirty-three of this
14 chapter, and for reducing the term of imprisonment by deduc-
ts tion from the maximum term for which he may be held under
16 his sentence or sentences of the court. A prisoner whose term
17 of imprisonment has been so reduced shall receive from the
18 commissioner of correction a certificate of discharge on the date
19 which has been determined by such additional deduction from
20 the maximum term of his sentence or sentences of the court.
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