
SENATE 755

[Senate, No. 755. Offered by Senator Foster.]
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

Resolutions relative to the location of the proposed

GOVERNMENT CENTER IN THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Whereas, The tax rate of the city of Boston is a matter of grave
concern; and

Whereas, The financial condition of the city is precarious; and
Whereas, The provisions of General Laws, Ch. 121, Secs. 26JJ and

26KK, as amended, apply specifically only to substandard, decadent
and blighted open areas; and

Whereas, The provisions of General Laws, Ch. 121, Sec. 248, for-
bid the sale to the Federal Government of land below cost; and

Whereas, The mayor of the city of Boston and the Boston Re-
development Authority have entered into an agreement contrary
to the intent and purpose of the foregoing statutes, whereby it is
proposed that the City of Boston in cooperation with the Boston
Redevelopment Authority shall, at a cost approximating four mil-
lion dollars for eminent domain proceedings, and at an additional
estimated cost of one million dollars for razing the structures, and
at an additional estimated cost of one-half million dollars for con-
struction of streets, sewers and utilities, making a total estimated
cost of five million five hundred thousand dollars, destroy good and
valuable taxable property; and

Whereas, The city of Boston is to receive under this proposed
plan in exchange for valuable taxable land and office buildings, bank
buildings, Kirstein Memorial Library, and other valuable taxable
property between Court, School and Washington Streets, only six
hundred fifty thousand dollars in cash, and a piece of vacant land
reportedly appraised at eight hundred fifty thousand dollars, making
a loss to the city of Boston of four million dollars, together with an
annual loss to the city of at least three hundred fifty thousand dol-
lars in taxes; and

Whereas, This proposed plan, if carried out in conjunction with
a proposal for the elimination of other taxable real estate, will re-
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suit in the total elimination of a reported seventeen million dollars
of taxable property, or approximately a loss of income to the city
of Boston of approximately one million seven hundred thousand
dollars annually; and

Whereas, The original site chosen in Scollay, Bowdoin, Adams
and Dock Squares for the total redevelopment project comprising
the Federal, State and city office buildings, was chosen after a six-
months’ study by the city planning board, experts and consultants,
which site could be fairly described as a “decadent, blighted and
sub-standard area;” and

Whereas, No legal or practical objection can be made to the loca-
tion as originally contemplated; and

Whereas, The mayor and the redevelopment authority place the
responsibility for the new Washington Street location for the pro-
posed Federal Building on Franklin Floete, Administrator of the
General Services Administration; and

Whereas, Said Floete denies this fact and has stated in writing
over his signature, on August 18, 1959, that, “.

. . the site in ques-
tion was proposed to us by the municipal authorities of Boston and
the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and that any complaints
about the Washington Street location should be addressed to that
authority;” and

Whereas, The Boston Real Estate Board has voted that all means
be adopted to shift the new proposed site back to the location in
the Scollay Square area as originally contemplated by all concerned;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Senate favors the building of
a new Government Center, including a new Federal Building, in the
site originally contemplated: to wit, the Scollay, Bowdoin, Dock and
Adams Square area; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forthwith by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the Mayor of the City of
Boston, the Boston City Council, the State Housing Authority, and
the Boston Redevelopment Authority, the Senators and Repre-
sentatives in Congress from Massachusetts, and Franklin Floete,
Administrator of the General Services Administration.

Senate, September 9, 1959.
Adopted.

IRVING N. HAYDEN,
Clerk.


