
BOSTON – Wednesday, April 8, 2015 – With tax season nearing completion, the Department of Agricultural Resources
(DAR) encourages Massachusetts taxpayers to invest in the responsible care of animals by donating to the
Massachusetts Animal Fund on their income tax returns.

The Fund, established in 2012, works with animal control officers to distribute vouchers for free spay/neuter surgery for
stray dogs and cats housed in animal control facilities and dogs and cats owned by families who would not otherwise be
able to afford these services for their pets. Taxpayers can contribute to the Fund by donating on Line 32f of the 2014
state income tax return or directly at their website.

Since its inception nine months ago, the Spay/Neuter Voucher Program has disbursed more than $178,000 for such
surgeries for almost 4,000 animals. During its inaugural Commonwealth Fix event March 22-28, 2015, the Fund helped
spay and neuter over 500 dogs and cats across Massachusetts.

“We hope that the growth of our program demonstrates to residents how many animals are in need,” said Lauren
Gilfeather, Coordinator of the Massachusetts Animal Fund. “The Fund has the capacity to significantly—and rapidly—
reduce animal homelessness in the Commonwealth, but can’t continue at this pace without additional funding. We are
hopeful that now that the word is out about the program, we’ll see an increase in contributions from people who support
our mission.”

The Massachusetts Animal Fund is currently partnered with veterinary providers around the Commonwealth—including
the Dakin Humane Society, Animal Rescue League of Boston, MSPCA-Angell, North Shore Animal Hospital, and
Merrimack River Feline Rescue Society—to help animals in need.

Follow the Fund on Facebook (www.facebook.com/massanimalfund) and Twitter (@line32f) for the most up-to-date
information about ending animal homelessness in the Commonwealth.

###

Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea
View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy
Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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