
BOSTON – Saturday, May 9, 2015 – Officials from the Massachusetts Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
are urging boaters to be on the lookout for endangered North Atlantic right whales which are aggregating in large
numbers in Cape Cod Bay.  The North Atlantic right whale is one of the most endangered large whales in the world,
with a population of only about 550 animals.

State and federal law require that vessels and aircraft stay 500 yards away from right whales.  The
law also prohibits the setting or hauling of fishing gear within 500 yards of a right whale. Vessels that find themselves
within 500 yards of a right whale should slowly and cautiously exit the area.

To prevent vessel collision or entanglement, Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) strongly urges boaters and
commercial fishermen to proceed with caution, reduce speed to less than 10 knots, and post
lookouts to avoid colliding with these highly endangered whales. Vessels longer than 65 feet are required
to reduce their speed to less than 10 knots. The Massachusetts Environmental Police have increased patrols in Cape
Cod Bay to enforce these rules and ensure the safety of the whales and boaters. 

The greatest concentrations of the whales are located in Cape Cod Bay between the canal and Duxbury and around
Race Point. Right whales are typically gone from Cape Cod Bay by early May but the timing of the 2015 season is
exhibiting a later than usual pattern.

Right whales gather annually in the waters off of Cape Cod to feed. Right whales engage in surface and subsurface
feeding and are often difficult to see, putting them at great risk to be struck by vessels. Vessel strike is a major cause of
human-induced mortality for right whales.  Highly concentrated amounts of zooplankton at and just below the surface
are keeping the whales in the area. Based on a survey of zooplankton performed on May 6, it is expected that this
aggregation of whales may persist for several more days. DMF will lift the advisory when the right whales depart the
area.

Management of maritime activities near right whales is part of the DMF Right Whale Conservation Program. The Right
Whale Conservation Program is a cooperative effort between DMF, the Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies (CCS),
and the National Marine Fisheries Service to study and protect right whales in Cape Cod Bay.
Please report all sightings of right whales immediately. Call the NOAA Fisheries Hotline at 866-755-NOAA (or hail the
Coast Guard on Channel 16). If you observe injured or entangled whales please call 800-900-3622 immediately and a
rescue boat will be dispatched to assist. For more information, visit the DMFwebsite
athttp://www.mass.gov/marinefisheries or contact Erin Burke — erin.burke@state.ma.us or 978-551-0152 or Dan
McKiernan —dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us or 617-626-1536.

###

Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea
View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy
Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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