
Chapter 458. AN ACT PROVIDING INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR BONE 
MARROW TRANSPLANTS FOR CERTAIN PATIENTS WITH 
BREAST CANCER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 
section 47L the following section:-

Section 47M. Any individual policy of accident and sickness insurance issued 
pursuant to section one hundred and eight, and any group blanket policy of accident and 
sickness insurance issued pursuant to section one hundred and ten, shall provide coverage 
for a bone marrow transplant or transplants for persons who have been diagnosed with breast 
cancer that has progressed to metastatic disease; provided, however, that said person shall 
meet the criteria established by the department of public health. The department of public 
health shall promulgate rules and regulations establishing criteria for eligibility for coverage 
hereunder which shall be consistent with medical research protocols reviewed and approved 
by the National Cancer Institute. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 176A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 8N the following section: -

Section 8 O. Any contract between a subscriber and the corporation under an 
individual or group hospital service plan that shall be delivered, issued or renewed in the 
commonwealth shall provide, as benefits to all individual subscribers or members within the 
commonwealth and to all group members having a principal place of employment within the 
commonwealth, coverage for a bone marrow transplant or transplants for persons who have 
been diagnosed with breast cancer that has progressed to metastatic disease; provided, 
however, that said person shall meet the criteria established by the department of public 
health. The department of public health shall promulgate rules and regulations establishing 
criteria for eligibility for coverage hereunder which shall be consistent with medical research 
protocols reviewed and approved by the National Cancer Institute. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 176B of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 4N the following section:-

Section 4 O. Any subscription certificate under an individual or group medical 
service agreement that shall be delivered, issued or renewed in the commonwealth shall 
provide as a benefit for all individual subscribers or members within the commonwealth and 
all group members having a principal place of employment within the commonwealth, 
coverage for a bone marrow transplant or transplants for persons who have been diagnosed 
with breast cancer that has progressed to metastatic disease; provided, however, that said 
person shall meet the criteria established by the department of public health. The department 
of public health shall promulgate rules and regulations establishing criteria for eligibility for 
coverage hereunder which shall be consistent with medical research protocols reviewed and 
approved by the National Cancer Institute. 

SECTION 4. Chapter 176G of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 4E the following section:-
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Section 4F. Any group health maintenance contract shall provide coverage for a 
bone marrow transplant or transplants for persons who have been diagnosed with breast 
cancer that has progressed to metastatic disease; provided, however, that said person shall 
meet the criteria established by the department of public health. The department shall 
promulgate rules and regulations establishing criteria for eligibility for coverage hereunder 
which shall be consistent with medical research protocols reviewed and approved by the 
National Cancer Institute. 

SECTION 5. Chapter 32A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by adding after section 17 the following new section:-

Section 17A. The commission shall provide to any active or retired employee of the 
commonwealth who is insured under the group insurance commission coverage for a bone 
marrow transplant for persons who have been diagnosed with breast cancer that has 
progressed to metastatic disease provided, however, that said person shall meet the criteria 
established by the department of public health. The department of public health shall 
promulgate rules and regulations establishing criteria for eligibility for coverage hereunder 
which shall be consistent with medical research protocols reviewed and approved by the 
National Cancer Institute. 

Approved January 13, 1994. 

Chapter 459. AN ACT RELATIVE TO EXPANDING THE ROLE OF NURSES IN 
THE DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 13, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, and inserting in place the following 
section:-

Section 13. (a) The governor shall appoint thirteen members to a board of 
registration in nursing hereinafter called the board. When making such appointments the 
governor shall consider persons suggested by nursing organizations in the commonwealth. 
Members shall be residents of the commonwealth. The composition of the board shall be 
as follows: nine registered nurses; three licensed practical nurses; one consumer. 

(b) At the time of appointment or reappointment, nurse members shall: 
(1) be currently licensed as nurses in the commonwealth; 
(2) have at least eight years of experience in nursing practice in the ten years 

immediately preceding the appointment; and 
(3) be currently employed in nursing in the commonwealth at the time of 

appointment or-reappointment. 
(c) Registered nurse board members shall include representatives from long-term 

care, acute care, and community health settings in the following manner: 

1335 


