
Chapter 484. AN ACT RELATIVE TO COLLEGE CREDIT FOR COURSES IN 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 15A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section 9 the 
following section:-

Section 9A. American Sign Language is hereby recognized as a full and legitimate 
language, as the language of a unique culture in the United States, and as the equivalent of 
a spoken language for the purposes of foreign language study and course credit. 

Approved January 14, 1994. 

Chapter 485. AN ACT RELATIVE TO INSTITUTIONAL MASTER PLANNING IN 
THE CITY OF SALEM. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section three of chapter forty A of 
the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the city of Salem is 
hereby authorized to enact an ordinance relative to institutional master planning. 

SECTION 2. The city of Salem is hereby authorized to require that any use of land 
or structures for educational, health care or other institutional purposes shall be in 
conformity with such an institutional master plan for future development that has been filed 
by said institution with said city of Salem. 

Approved January 14, 1994. 

Chapter 486. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE RIGHT OF EXTENDED FAMILY 
MEMBERS IN CARE AND PROTECTION PROCEEDINGS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Paragraph A of section 23 of chapter 119 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following 
paragraph:-

Whenever the child is placed in family foster care, the court shall ensure that 
grandparents, upon their request, have access to reasonable visitation rights with the child 
who is the subject of the petition and that the department establish a schedule for such 
visitation unless it is determined by the court or the department that such visitation is not in 
the child's best interests. In determining the best interests of the child the court or the 
department shall consider the goal of the service plan and the relationship between the 
grandparents and the child's parents or legal guardian. Grandparents who are denied the 
right to visit with said child may appeal a denial by the department through the department's 
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