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(CommontoeaUf) of iiiassacfjusett^

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom were com-

mitted the Annual reports of the Boston and Lowell, the Boston and

Worcester, the Boston and Providence, the Norwich and Worcester,

the Eastern, the Nashua and Lowell, the Andover and Haverhill, the

Taunton Branch, the Seekonk Branch, and the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Corporations, report that the same be printed for the use of

the Legislature.

C. HUDSON.

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838.

Read and accepted.

Sent down for concurrence,

CHA'S CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 9, 183b

Concurred

L S, CUSHING, Clerk.



(Commoutocalti) of Jttaaaactmsms*

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838.

The Special Joint Committee, to whom was referred the Second

Annual Report of the Western Rail-road Corporation, report, that it

be printed with the other annual reports of the rail-road corporations.

C. HUDSON.

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838.

Read and accepted

Sent down for concurrence,

CHA'S CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 9, 1838.

Concurred,

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

ANDOVER AND HAVERHILL
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts .
,

The Directors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation,

do hereby make their Third Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

By an act of the Legislature of the fifth of April last, the name of

this corporation was changed from that of the Andover and Wilming-

ton, to that of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation.

Since the last annual report, the second division of the road has been

completed to the bank of Merrimac river, in Bradford, opposite to

Haverhill, and within about three thousand feet of Haverhill bridge,

being nearly nine miles in length. This part of the road was opened

for use in October last.

At the termination of the road in Bradford, a car-house, ticket-

office, engine-house, &c, have been erected. These buildings have

been made with the view of removing them, when the road shall be

extended over the river to Haverhill.

By the act of April last, this corporation were empowered to extend

their road to the line of the State of New Hampshire, for the purpose

of connecting it with the Boston and Maine Rail-road, by either of

three different routes. The first of these routes crosses the river near

the present termination of the road.

In consequence of the depression of the price of rail-road stocks,

and the embarrassment of the money market, the directors of the Bos-

ton and Maine Rail-road Corporation were unable to obtain a sufficient
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subscription to their stock, to justify the commencement of the work

of that road the last year. But it is now understood, that the balance

of the stock is about to be taken by individuals interested in the open-

ing of this road.

It will probably be deemed necessary to commence a bridge over

the Merrimac river, at the opening of the spring, so that the remainder

of this road, extending from the present depot in Bradford, to the line

of the State of New Hampshire, may be completed as soon as any part

of the Boston and Maine Rail-road shall be opened for use.

The superstructure of the road, completed the last year between

Andover and Haverhill, is similar to that of the first section. The

T rail is, however, heavier, weighing ninety-one tons to the mile.

This part of the road is better made in some particulars. The road-

bed is wider ; the side ditches are deeper. The cuts are, in general,

well secured with bank walls. Longitudinal sills have, also, been

placed in a great part of this section of the road.

Considerable improvements have been made the last summer, on all

difficult parts in the first section of the road, by widening the road-bed,

deepening the side ditches, and putting in bank walls.

A dwelling-house has been erected the last year, at the junction of

this and the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, principally for the accom-

modation of travellers, passing to and from Lowell.

One locomotive engine has been purchased the last autumn, and two

passenger cars have been built at the depot in Andover. These cars

are, in all respects, as valuable as those purchased, and the cost, to the

corporation, is ten per cent. less.

The passenger cars, drawn by locomotive engines, have been run-

ning regularly the last year, making the same number of trips each

way that have been made on the Lowell road, and in connection with

their trains over that road,—three trips each way daily, (Sundays ex-

cepted,) in the summer, and two each way in the winter.

Two or three trips only have been lost during the last year; no im-

portant accident has happened to the engines or cars, and no passenger

has been injured from that source during the year.

The freight trains have generally made three trips per week, and

more when the quantity of merchandize required it.

On the first day of January, instant, it appears, from the books and

accounts of the treasurer, that the total amount of capital paid in was,

from assessments on the stock, two hundred thirty-three thousand four

hundred fifty-five dollars and nine cents ; from state scrip and premium
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on the same, fifty-one thousand two hundred and seventy-five dollars

;

sundry loans, sixty-nine thousand six hundred eighty-two dollars and

forty cents; passenger and merchandize trains, forty-five thousand

seventy-four dollars and forty-five cents.

The total amount of receipts from the date of our last report to Jan-

uary first, is one hundred eighty-five thousand three hundred thirty-four

dollars and eighteen cents, to wit : from assessments, seventy-three

thousand two hundred nineteen dollars and ninety-one cents ; transpor-

tation of passengers, for one year, twenty-eight thousand sixty-one dol-

lars and seventy-four cents ; do. of merchandize, for same time, seven

thousand one hundred seventy-four dollars and ninety-eight cents

;

state scrip and premium, fifty-one thousand two hundred and seventy-

five dollars ; loans, twenty-five thousand six hundred two dollars and

fifty-five cents.

The total amount of expenditures from the date of our last report to

January first, is one hundred eighty-three thousand one hundred fifty-

six dollars and fifty-seven cents—of which is charged to repairs of road,

three thousand one hundred ninety-five dollars and forty-five cents ; to

repairs of engines and cars, estimated at sixteen hundred dollars ; ma-

sonry and grading, thirty thousand eighty-two dollars and thirty-eight

cents ; iron rails, spikes and chairs, fifty-six thousand four hundred one

dollars and eighty-five cents; and the balance for damages to land, lay-

ing rails, sleepers and timber, depot buildings, engineering, and other

incidental and miscellaneous expenses.

All which is respectfully submitted.

HOBART CLARK,
AMOS ABBOTT,
J. H. DUNCAN,
ALFRED KITTREDGE.

Andover, January 30, 1838.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Essex ss. January 30, 1838.

Then Hobart Clark, Amos Abbott, James H. Duncan, and Alfred

Kittredge appeared and severally made oath that the statement afore-

said was true, according to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

SAMUEL MERRILL, Justice of the Peace.



SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND LOWELL
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonivealth of Massa-

chusetts.

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation do

hereby make their Sixth Annual Report of their acts and doings, re-

ceipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

The total amount of capital paid in, one and a half mil-

lion of dollars, .... $1,500,00000

The amount expended the past year, exclusive of amount

spent and charged to the cost of the road, is,

For repairs on the road, including extra for

removing snow, &c, . . . 14,056 89

" repairs on engines and cars, including

$3216 60 for oil, . . . 19,849 47

" superintendence, office expenses, tax-

es, &c, .... 8,363 12

" labor of engine and car men, . 8,203 23
" labor attending to merchandize and

passengers, .... 10,857 73

" labor of watchmen, switch and gate

tenders, .... 6,000 13

" fuel used, 2021 cords wood, . . 11,177 60
78,508 17
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The amount received the past year, exclusive of iron and

other materials sold, which were charged to the road

and are credited to that account, is,

For transporting, between Boston and Low-

ell, passengers, . . . 101,861 05

" transporting, between Boston and Low-

ell, merchandize, . . . 62,649 35

" transporting, between Boston and Low-

ell, U. S. Mail, ... 416 67

" balance due from the Andover and Ha-

verhill Rail-road Corporation, for trans-

porting for them on our road, from

Aug. 6, 1836, to date, viz.

:

For passengers, 15,782 13
u merchandize, 3,806 81

19,588 94

Less amount received previ-

ously to Nov. 1836, . 3,745 97
15,842 97

$180,770 04

The amount divided during the past year is 60,000 dollars, equal to

4 per cent, on the capital. Although their road is opened for use, it is

not yet completed,—the second track not being as yet finished.

The directors have deemed it proper, in conformity with the provis-

ions contained in an act passed April 19, 1837, concerning rail-road

corporations, to make a further report.

The total amount of capital paid in as above, . $1,500,000 00

The amount expended in constructing their road, viz.

:

For land damages and fencing, . . 74,404 86

" materials and labor in making the road, 710,605 21

" rail iron, 3852 tons 8 cwt., about 46

miles, .... 225,542 42

" bridges and culverts, . . 196,831 58

" superintendence, surveying and gen-

eral expense, . . . 77,178 24

" Interest, paid more than received, . 30,628 66
1,315,190 97
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The accounts of expenditures are so intermixed, that it is difficult to

make an exact division of them, but according to our best judgment

the amount may be divided as follows :

For cost of land, bridges, and preparing

the road for two tracks of rails, and

laying one track complete, . 1,080,433 98

" laying the second track, complete

11 1-3 miles, and of iron for 6 miles

more, .... 216,244 21

" laying tracks to the several facto-

ries in Lowell, all finished, ex-

cept to the Boott Mills, . . 18,512 78
$1,315,190 97

The amount expended for engines and cars, viz.

:

For 6 engines, 29 passenger, 3 baggage, and 99 mer-

chandize cars, ..... 111,037 02

The amount expended for depots, car-houses and other

buildings, including cost of aqueduct (8640 15) for

supplying water, in Cambridge, . . . 82,166 76

The three last sums amounting to $1,508,394 75, give the whole

expenditure or cost of the road and appurtenances to this date, being

$8394 75 more than the capital stock.

The amount of debts due from the corporation is, . 37,393 32

The balance of profits on hand, from which a dividend of

3 per cent, or 45,000 dollars is declared, and will be

paid on the first of January next, . . .1 02,589 09

$139,982 41

The corporation have on hand,

—

Land purchased, (as stated in former re-

ports,) charged at, . . . $51,684 22

Cash, balance on hand, . . . 29,997 27

Debts due to the corporation, . . 49,906 17

131,587 66

Balance, .... 8,394 75
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It is believed that the land, on hand for sale, will produce more than

the cost, at least sufficient to pay this balance.

The length of the road is 25 3-4 miles, 59 7-10 feet.

The number of planes on the road with their inclination, in feet per

mile, viz.

:

8 levels length, ..... 18,443 feet.

1 inclined plane 22 6-10 feet per mile length, . J,260 "

I " " 30 46-100" " "
. 1,469 "

17 " " viz. : 7 of 10 feet, 1 of 8 24-100

feet, 1 of 7 5-10 feet, 3 of 7 feet, 1 of 4 5-10 feet,

3 of 4 feet, 1 of 2 6-10 feet per mile. . . 114,847

Whole length of road, 136,019

There is one curve within the depot yard at Lowell, of which the

radius is only 1200 feet ; one curve in JVIedford of 2800 feet radius

—

all the rest are 3000 feet and upwards. The curve with the longest

radius is in Wilmington, and is 8000 feet. There are about 18 3-8

miles of a straight line, and 7 5-16 of curved line on the whole road.

" Average width of the grade." The embankments are generally

graded to a width of twenty-four feet on the top ; some are wider, but

none are narrower than this. The cuttings are generally graded to a

width of 26 to 30 feet, but many of the deep cuts are made much wider

to give room to run off the water and to remove the snow.

" Manner in which the rails are supported" The foundation for the

first track of rails, is laid with dry stone walls on trenches from 2

1-2 to 4 feet deep, and about eighteen inches thick. The rails

are laid, part on stone blocks, part on stone blocks and sleepers, and a

small part on stone blocks and wooden sleepers, all of which are sup-

ported on the trench walls above described. The stone blocks are

three to four cubic feet each. The stone sleepers are seven feet long

and average eight by ten inches square. The wooden sleepers of ches-

nut and white cedar are seven feet long, seven to eight inches diameter.

This track is mostly laid with rails of the fish belly pattern, and is set

on chairs which are fastened on to the blocks and sleepers above de-

scribed. The second track is laid for about three miles in the same

manner as the first one is ; the remainder 8 1-3 miles is laid mostly on

stone sleepers, (some few blocks intervening,) which are supported on

a bed of clean gravel 7 1-2 feet wide and 2 1-2 to 3 feet deep.

The corporation had purchased and received from England, enough
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rail-iron to lay the second track complete ; but not having sufficient

capital for this purpose, were compelled to sell a portion of it, which

they were fortunately able to do without loss.

Should the Legislature, in their wisdom, be pleased to grant permis-

sion to the corporation to increase their capital stock, it may be con-

sidered expedient to finish the second track, so that the public may be

better accommodated in using the road with more safety—as by having

two tracks, and using one for the upward and the other for the down-

ward train, we are secure from accidents happening from the meeting

of trains moving in opposite directions, which cannot always be avoid-

ed on a rail-road with only one track of rail-way.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Boston, November 30, 1837—being the time to which the accounts

were made up. Signed January 3, 1838.

JOSEPH TILDEN,
P. T. JACKSON,
WM. APPLETON,
JOHN BRYANT,
GEO. W. LYMAN.

Directors Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation.

Suffolk ss. Boston, January 3, 1838.

Then personally appeared the above named Joseph Tilden, Patrick

T. Jackson, William Appleton, John Bryant, and George W. Lyman,

Esquires, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement by them

severally subscribed, before me,

HENRY CLARK, Just, Peace.





SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

:

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation

do hereby respectfully make their Sixth Annual Report of their acts

and doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorpo-

ration.

During the past year, the corporation have incurred a considerable

expense in improving the construction of the road, by fencing the sides,

sinking trenches to prevent cattle from passing upon the road from the

highways, making culverts, securing the sides of the deep cuts in va-

rious places by stone walls, and widening and strengthening several

bridges, where they were insecure, or where the passage of the water

was obstructed.

The directors have also established various rules and regulations,

prescribing minutely the duties of the several officers of the company,

and the mode in which the road is to be used, including* the form of

cars and carriages, the construction of wheels, the weight of loads,

and such other matters in relation to the use of the road as were con-

sidered by the directors to be essential to the public security and

accommodation. By one of these regulations it is provided, that the

corporation will furnish locomotive engines, with skilful engineers and

all proper apparatus for the moving of cars and carriages, with passen-

gers and goods, over the road at all reasonable times, and that no other

locomotives should be used on the road than those belonging to the

corporation.

3
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The directors have settled a great number of claims for land and

damages during the past year, including claims for injuries arising from

the unfortunate collision which occurred in the year preceding. They

have made a definite agreement with the rail-road company in Rhode

Island, in respect to the quantity of land to be appropriated for the use

of the road within the limits of that State, and have liquidated with

that company the amount which they are entitled to claim in the form

of rent for the use of that part of the road, together with the bridge

and depot in Rhode Island.

The directors, pursuant to the authority given them by the act of

the Legislature of April 16th, 1836, voted, that an apportionment of

eight per cent., on the amount of the capital stock of sixteen hundred

and fifty thousand dollars, should be made in the form of new shares

among the stockholders, upon their agreeing to take and pay for the

same. Had this amount been taken, it would have added to the num-

ber of shares thirteen hundred and twenty, and to the capital stock

one hundred and thirty-two thousand dollars. But, in consequence of

the embarrassments of trade, which have existed during the past year,

only three hundred and thirty-nine of the shares were taken.

The Receipts of the company, during the past year, have been as

follows :
—

Cash received for transportation of passengers, . $193,469 81
" " for transportation of merchandize, . 55,727 05

for rents, .... 1,686 80

250,883 66

from stockholders, for new shares taken, 33,900 00

$284,783 66

The Expenditures of the company, the past year, have been as

follows :
—

For repairs of road, . . . $11,707 22

" repairs of cars and engines, . 29,794 49

M miscellaneous expenses, exclusive of

those relating to the construction of the

road below mentioned, . . 114,737 28
$156,238 99



1838. SENATE—No. 33. 19

In these expenses are included various sums paid on account of

claims existing against the company in 1836, but not then liquidated.

Had these been settled in that year, the amount of expenses the past

year would have been considerably less than in the year preceding.

The company have divided among the stockholders, during the past

year, the sum of one hundred and thirty-two thousand dollars, consist-

ing of two dividends of four per cent, each on the amount of the capi-

tal stock.

The directors also make the following statement, in conformity to

the provision contained in the act of the Legislature, passed on the

19th of April, 1837; though they are not certain that this provision

was intended to apply to roads, which had been opened for use prior

to the passing of the act.

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . $1,683,900 00

The amount expended in constructing the

road, including the Dedham branch, is 1,417,607 08

The amount expended for cars and en-

gines, is ... 141,237 93

The amount expended for depots, car-

houses, and other buildings, is . . 63,696 24

The amount of all other miscellaneous ex-

penses, connected with the formation

and completion of the road, is . . 113,169 24

Total, $1,735,710 49

The length of the main road is 217,400 feet, or 41 /Jo miles; and of

the Dedham branch, 11,800 feet, or about 2 2o miles.

The number of planes on the main road is 47,—22 of which are

level, and 25 inclined, the inclination of which per mile is as follows

:

1 of 4 1-2 feet, 1 of 5 feet, 1 of 6 feet, 2 of 8 feet, 2 of 9 feet, 2 of 10

feet, 2 of 12 feet, 1 of 13 feet, 3 of 14 feet, 1 of 15 feet, 1 of 16 feet,

2 of 17 feet, 3 of 20 feet, 1 of 25 feet, 1 of 37 1-2 feet, and 1 of 42 1-2

feet. There are 3 planes on the Dedham branch, one of which is

27
j

45
feet inclination per mile; the second is level, and the third is 33

feet per mile.

The average width of the grade of the main road is 26 feet, and of

the said branch, 15 feet.

The rails on the main road are edge rails of the T pattern, and are

supported on white cedar sleepers, laid three feet apart from centre to
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centre. The greatest part of them are laid directly upon the earth

;

in some few cases on longitudinal sills, and, in a few cases, on walls

built of small stone.

The rails on the said branch are plate rails, fastened to wooden sills

of southern pine, six inches square, the whole being supported on white

cedar sleepers, laid three feet apart from centre to centre, and placed

directly upon the earth.

The greatest curvature on the main road is at the southern termina-

tion, and is 900 feet radius. The other curves are, in general, about

6000 feet radius. The greatest curvature on the said branch, is 818

feet radius.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JOSEPH W. REVERE,
JNO. F. LORING,
BENJ. R. NICHOLS,
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr.,

Directors of Boston and Providence R. R. Corp.

Suffolk, ss. January 26/ 1838.

Sworn to, before me,

ELLIS GRAY LORING,

Justice of the Peace.



SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND WORCESTER
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of 3Iassachusetts

:

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road respectfully

REPORT,
That, since the date of their last annual report, they have completed

the branch rail-road, leading from the main road, in Grafton, to a cen-

tral part of the town of Millbury, a distance of a little more than three

miles, and have opened it for daily use. The cost of said branch rail-

road was forty-one thousand and sixteen dollars and sixty-five cents.

They have also, during the past year, completed their engine-house

and machine shop, in the South Cove, in Boston, designed for the

storage and repair of their locomotive engines and cars, and have

nearly completed the store-houses in said cove, designed for the recep-

tion and storage of merchandize, transported on the rail-road.

The following statement exhibits a correct view of the finances of

the corporation, in the particulars required by law to be given in the

annual report, viz :
—

Amount of stock paid in, to January 1, 1838, $1,518,825 00

Amount of current expenses from January 1, 1837,

to January 1, 1838, .... 94,763 49

Viz:—
Repairs of road, .... $9,18583

" of engines and cars, . . 20,053 39

Fuel, salaries, wages and other expenses, . 65,524 27
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Amount of receipts of income, from January 1, 1837, to

Jan. 1, 1838, including freights due and uncollected, 210,048 33

Viz:—
For passengers, .... 123,331 80

Freight and mail, . . . 82,067 13

Incidental, .... 4,649 40

Amount of dividends declared during the past year, 96,000 00

Viz:—
July 1, 1837—3 per cent, on $1,500,000

capital stock then paid in, . . 45,000 00

Jan. 1, 1838—3 per cent, on $1,700,000,

the amount of stock at that time, . 51,000 00

By a vote of the stockholders, at a meeting held for the purpose, on

the 25th September last, two thousand shares of new stock were cre»

ated, amounting to $200,000, and increasing the capital stock to

§1,700,000, on which new shares, one small instalment only was made

payable previous to the first of January, instant.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Boston, Jan. 23, 1838. NATHAN HALE,
DAVID HENSHAW,
GEORGE MOREY,
NATH'L HAMMOND,
WM. STURGIS,
ELIPH. WILLIAMS.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 24, A. D. 1838.

Then personally appeared the above named Nathan Hale, David

Henshaw, George Morey, Nathaniel Hammond, William Sturgis, and

Eliphalet Williams, Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road

Corporation, and severally made oath that the foregoing report, by

them respectively subscribed, is true, according to the best of their

knowledge and belief. Before me,

RICH'D ROBINS, Justice of the Peace.



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

CHARLESTOWN BRANCH
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled

:

The Directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company respect-

fully make this, their second report

:

The first report was made in April last, since which time the location of

the road from Gray's Wharf to the Boston and Lowell Rail-road has been

filed with the commissioners for the county of Middlesex, and an as-

sessment of twenty-five dollars per share has been laid.

Contracts have been made for the materials and labor required in

constructing the bridge across the bay northwesterly of the Prison

Point bridge. The work on said bridge was commenced on the 11th

of October last, and is at this time about two thirds completed.

The receipts and expenditures have been as follows, viz. :

Receipts.

Received on account of assessments, . . . §20,300 00

Expenditures.

For engineering, surveying, and incidental expenses, . $1,591 60

" iron rails, and other materials, . . . 13,218 06
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For labor, ...... 3,606 60

" land, ...... 1,618 00

Total, ...... $20,034 26

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Charlestown, January 24, 1838.

HENRY JAQUES,
CHARLES THOMPSON,
ABIJAH GOODRIDGE,
EBENEZER BARKER.

Suffolk ss Boston, January 26, 1838.

Then personally appeared the above named Henry Jaques, Charles

Thompson, Ebenezer Barker, and Abijah Goodridge, and severally

made oath, that the aforegoing report, by them severally subscribed, is

true according to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDWARD S. ERVING, Justice of the Peace.



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

EASTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commomcealth of Massa-

chusetts :

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company do hereby make their

Second Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts and ex-

penditures, under the act of incorporation.

Since the date of their last report, the work of grading the road,

making and erecting bridges, culverts, and other works of masonry,

necessary to the construction and completion of the rail-road between

Salem and Boston, have been steadily and successfully pursued. Of

the whole distance between Salem and Boston, about thirteen miles,

nearly twelve miles are graded, excepting the dressing off of a portion

of the side banks, and the formation of side drains, &c, which will

be done as soon as the state of the ground will permit in the spring.

The part of the road graded, includes about three miles of cuts or

excavations; four and a half miles of embankments on the marshes;

upwards of- four thousand feet of high embankments across the water

between East Boston, Belle Isle and Chelsea, walled and capped with

stone on each side ; two thousand feet of truss bridges across Chelsea

Creek, the River of Pines, and Saugus River, with stone piers; four

hundred feet of pile bridges; seven road bridges over the rail-road, the

necessary stone culverts, and about two and a half miles of common

embankment.

Of the part of the road between Salem and Boston, not yet com-

pleted, much of it is partially worked, and the whole will, it is expected,

4
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be completed before the end of March next, and the whole of this part

of the road be then ready for the superstructure, or railway.

Nearly all the materials for the superstructure have been contracted

for. Of the sleepers, more than one half are now upon the road ; a

large portion of them, of locust and red cedar, are cut from the imme-

diate vicinity of the line of the road.

The rails and chairs for thirteen miles of road, with turnouts, have

been contracted for, and we are advised that the necessary quantity

will be ready for delivery, in Wales, by the first of March next. This

contract has been made at prices varying very little, if any, from the

estimates.

The selection of the rail for the road was considered a matter of

much importance by the directors, and the form recommended by the

engineer was adopted by them, after careful investigation. The chief

improvements in the plan adopted are believed to be ; first, in the form

of the chair, which it is considered will insure a greater degree of firm-

ness to the track, with less liability to get out of repair, increasing the

security to travellers on the road ; second, an elevation of the rail above

the earth, sufficient to lessen materially the liability to delay and acci-

dent from any obstacles on the road, or from snow or ice ; 3d, in-

creased simplicity and security in the fastening of the rail in the chair.

These, with other improvements in the formation of the road, and in

the motive power, and carriages to be used upon it, suggested by the

experience had on other roads, will, it is believed, while increasing the

comfort of those who travel upon the road, much reduce its annual

expenses.

Pursuant to the provisions of the act of the last session of the Legis-

lature, to aid the construction of the road, scrip or certificates of debt

have been received by the treasurer of the company from the treasurer

of the Commonwealth, to the amount of $100,000; and these cer-

tificates have been disposed of by the company on advantageous

terms.

The efforts of the directors have been, during the past year, directed

to the completion of the road between Salem and Boston, with a view

to the opening of this part of the road at as early a day as possible, and

they believe this may be accomplished early in the ensuing season.

The continuation of the road eastward of Salem they are desirous of

pursuing as soon as circumstances will permit, and of completing the

same through the whole extent of their chartered limits; and they be-

lieve there can be little doubt of the disposition of those interested to
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carry the road through to Portsmouth, whenever the financial embar-

rassments, which now exist in the country, shall have passed away.

By a statement of the treasurer, made up to the fifth day of January

current, it appears, that the Receipts of the company have been,

From the stockholders, on sundry assessments laid upon

the capital stock, ..... $353,680 00

From other sources, principally interest account, . 6,600 00

From scrip from the Commonwealth, . . . 100,000 00

$460,280 00

The Expenditures to the same date, as appears by said

statement, have been,

Preliminary survey, .

Engineering department, .

Expense account, .

Paid towards the purchase of depot lands on Lewis

wharf, in the city of Boston, .

Land damages and fencing,

Salaries, .....
Paid for purchase in East Boston Ferry,

Purchase of depot wharf at East Boston,

Purchase of depot lands at Salem,

Paid on account of grading,

All which is respectfully submitted.

January 19th, 1838.

$6,570 59

20,129 52

5,375 23

23,090 00

21,576 30

8,238 33

63,180 00

60,617 81

5,866 00

240,562 15

$455,205 93

GEO. PEABODY,
ROB. G. SHAW,
FRANCIS J. OLIVER,
AMOS BINNEY,
STEPHEN A. CHASE,
SAM. S. LEWIS,
LARKIN THORNDIKE,
ISAIAH BREED,
PYAM LOVETT,
JAMES C. DUNN.
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Suffolk, ss. Boston, Jan. 20M, 1838.

Then Robert G. Shaw, Francis J. Oliver, Amos Binney, Samuel S.

Lewis, and James C. Dunn, appeared and severally made oath, and

Stephen A. Chase and Isaiah Breed affirmed, that the statement afore-

said was true, according to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

JNO. M. FESSENDEN,

Justice of the Peace,

Essex, ss. Salem, Jan. 20, 1838.

Then the said George Peabody, Larkin Thorndike, and Pyam Lov-

ett, appeared and severally made oath, that the statement aforesaid is

true, to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,

Justice of the Peace.



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NASHUA AND LOWELL
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

Pursuant to the Statutes in such case made and provided, the Directors

of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road submit to the Legislature this,

their Second Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts and

expenditures.

At the time of making our last report, the corporation had been or-

ganized, the location made and filed, the capital stock subscribed, and

an engineer employed to complete the surveys, plans and estimates ne-

cessary for putting the road under contract. Since that time, the work

has been prosecuted with the greatest vigor. Contracts for grading the

whole road have been made, and about eleven miles out of fourteen

and a half miles are now nearly ready for laying the rails. Bargains

have been made with the greater portion of the landholders on the

route and deeds already obtained. Arrangements have been made, by

which it is expected that the rails will be obtained early in the spring.

Contracts are entered into for furnishing the sleepers, plank and other

timber, and the road will probably be completed, so as to be put in op-

eration in the month of August next.

The whole number of shares forming the capital stock of said cor-

poration, is 2425, at 8100 per share, or 1242,500. This stock is held by

two hundred and fifty-two stockholders, principally farmers, mechanics

and traders residing in the country and owning from one to sixty shnres

each. Four assessments, amounting to §35 per share, have been or-

dered to be paid upon said stock, the greater part of which has been

paid in full.
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The receipts from all sources, up to Jan. 1, 1838, a-

mount to, . . . . . . $70,014 55

The expenditures for land, grading, engineering, &lc, to

Jan. 1, 1838, are, . .... 60,66339

The two portions of the road, lying in Massachusetts and in New
Hampshire, and the expenditures upon the same are so intimately con-

nected, that the expenses of each portion cannot at present be kept dis-

tinct. When the road shall be completed, the cost of each portion will

be ascertained, and reported to the Legislature, agreeably to the pro-

visions of the statute.

The subscribers, a majority of the directors of the Nashua and Low-

ell Rail-road, certify that the foregoing statement is in their belieftrue.

Nashua, Jan. 1, 1838.

DANIEL ABBOT,
ADIN HOLBROOK,
PETER CLARK,
JOSEPH GREELY,
JESSE BOWERS.

Directors of the Nashua and Loiccll Rail-road Corporation.

State of New Hampshire.

Hillsborough ss. January 15, 1838.

Then the before named Daniel Abbot, Adin Holbrook, Peter Clark,

Joseph Greely, and Jesse Bowers, personally appearing, made oath that

the foregoing statement, by them subscribed, is in their belief true.

Before me,

CHARLES J. FOX, Justice of the Peace,



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NORWICH AND WORCESTER
RAIL-ROAD COMPANY.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

momcealth of 3Iassachusetts, in General Court assembled, at their

session commencing on the first Wednesday of January , A. jD.,1838.

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Company,

agreeable to the requisitions of law, submit the following Report.

The graduation and masonry on the first and second division of the

road, extending from Norwich to Danielsonville in Killingley is, with

the exception of a small amount of work in Norwich, and a small por-

tion of the masonry on the second division, substantially completed.

Contracts for the principal bridges have been made, and the work is in

such a state of forwardness that the whole of these two divisions, em-

bracing nearly one half of the whole road in distance, and considerably

more than half in expense, will be ready for the rails the ensuing spring.

The graduation and masonry of the fourth division, extending from

Worcester to the Connecticut state line, with the exception of a short

distance of the lighter part of the work, was put under contract in June

last, and the entire work on this division will probably be completed

early in the spring. Arrangements have been made for putting the

work on the remaining division, extending from Danielsonville to the

state line, under contract in the course of the present month. Accord-

ing to the provisions of the joint act of the Legislatures of the States of

Massachusetts and Connecticut, the accounts of the expenditures made

by the company from the time of its organization to the first day of

December, A. D. 1837, have been exhibited to the commissioners ap-

pointed by the governors of the two states for adjustment. Their report
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is hereunto annexed, containing a particular statement of the company

and the amount of disbursement in each state. As the law requires

the report of the directors to be approved by the commissioners, they

have taken the time of this settlement as the period to which this report

extends. The whole amount of funds received into the treasury of the

company from all sources up to that time, as appears by the books of

the treasurer, is §587,939 75. An additional instalment of fifteen dol-

lars a share has become due since that time, and the principal part of

it has been paid. Having received and expended in the construction

of the road a sum sufficient to entitle them to a portion of the aid au-

thorized by the Legislature of the Commonwealth, the company have

received from the treasurer of the Commonwealth, scrip to the amount

of 8100,000. The funds derived from this source have been faithful-

ly applied in the construction of the road. Arrangements were early

made by the directors to complete the whole of the Massachusetts part

of the road, and the whole work will be completed early in the en-

suing spring. Notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrassment of the

country, the directors have not found it necessary to stop the work, and

they are gratified in being able to state, that from past experience they

are satisfied that the road will be completed within the estimates here-

tofore submitted to the General court.

At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester

Rail-road Company, at the office of the Rail-road Company, in Nor-

wich, on the 12th day of December, A. D., 1837. for the purpose of

investigating the accounts and expenditures of said company, and for

deciding what sums of expenditures made by said company are applica-

ble to that part of said road lying in Connecticut, and also what part is

chargeable to that portion of said road lying in the state of Massachu-

setts, and having examined the accounts of said company, we do find

that there was expended for the original surveys of said road the sum

of §4,145 99 ; of which sum we apportion to that portion of said road

lying in Massachusetts the sum of $1,381 99 2-3 cts., and to the Connec-

ticut portion of said road the sum of §2,763 99 1-3 cts. That in the

year 1835, we find that there was expended in the engineers' depart-

ment the sum §3,411 06; of which we set to the Massachusetts por-

tion the sum of §1,137 02, and to the Connecticut portion, the sum of

§2,274 04; and in the year 1836, the further sum of §12,079 41 l-2cts:
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of which sum, we set to Massachusetts the sum of $3,576 09 ; and to

Connecticut the sum of $8,503 32 1-2. And in the year 1837, up to

Dec. 1, the further sum of $11,110 41,—of which we set to Massachu-

setts the sum of $3,305 05 1-2 ; and to Connecticut, $7,805 35 1-2.

That the office expenses of said company, from the commencement up

to Dec. 1, 1837, amount to the sum of $1,549 67,—of which sum we

put to Massachusetts the sum of $516 55, and to Connecticut the sum

of $1033 12. That the contingent expenses up to said Dec. 1, 1837,

amount to $4459 09,—of which sum, we put to Massachusetts the sum

of $1486 36; and to Connecticut $2972 73. That the salaries up to

said Dec. 1, 1837, amount to the sum of $6864 77,—of which sum

we put to Massachusetts the sum of $2288 26 ; and to Connecticut,

the sum of $4576 51-—which aforesaid sums amount to, as set to Mas-

sachusetts, the sum of $13,691 33; and to Connecticut the sum of

$29,929 08. And we further find that said company have purchased

and paid for real estate and damages to lands in the state of Massachu-

setts, the sum of $46,553 95 ; and have expended for graduation and

masonry in said state, the further sum of $55,031 61. And that they

have purchased and paid for real estate in Connecticut, and for dama-

ges to lands, the sum of $84,945 19: and have expended for gradua-

tion, masonry and bridges, in Connecticut, the sum of $246,975 01 1-4.

In making the apportionment as aforesaid, the commissioners took as the

basis for the expenditures prior to June, 1836, the length of road, one

third of which is in Massachusetts, and two thirds in Connecticut, and

for the expenses subsequent to June, 1836, we have apportioned them

according to the expenditures in each state, as appears by the books,

vouchers and documents of said company.

(Signed.) CHA'S HUDSON,

Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts.

(Signed.) JOHN DE WITT,

Commissioner for the State of Connecticut.

Norwich, Dec. 12, 1837.

5
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All which is respectfully submitted.

WM. P. GREENE,
ASA CHILD,
J. G. W. TRUMBULL,
RUSSELL HUBBARD,
THO'S. ROBINSON,
GEO. B. SLATER,
B. BUTMAN,
GEO. T. RICE, Directors.

Norwich, January 15, 1838.

New London County, ss. January 15, 1838.

Sworn to, before me,

WILLIAM L' HOMMEDIEU,

Notary Public.

We, the subscribers, Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester

Rail-road Company, appointed by the governors of the states of Massa-

chusetts and Connecticut, having examined the foregoing report, be-

lieve it to be correct, and approve of the same.

Boston, January 18, 1838.

JOHN DE WITT,

Commissioner for the State of Connecticut.

CHARLES HUDSON,

Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts.



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

SEEKONK BRANCH RAIL-ROAD COMPANY.

To the Honorable the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts, the Directors of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company

make this their Second Report.

The directors of said company having made their first report on the

15th day of April, A. D. 1837, and within less than one year from and

after the organization of their company, to wit, on the 2 1st day of

June, A. D. 1836, and having done this before it was required by law

to be done, to wit, in one year after said organization, because they

were threatened with a forfeiture of their charter unless their report

were made in January, 1837 ; they had believed, until very lately, that

their second report would not be required to be made until one year

after making the first, to wit, on the loth day of April, A. D. 1838;

but finding, upon advisement, that their second report must be made

in January of the year next after the first, they will respectfully state

what has been done by them, under their charter, since the last report
;

although having arranged to complete their road and depots, and put

the same into operation, by the first of April next, it is not now in their

power to make an exact account of their expenditures, because a con-

siderable part of the work is now in contract, and will not be com-

pleted and the accounts closed for some time yet to come ; and be-

cause their collections have been made, some in cash, some in bank

stocks, and some in notes payable on time, for the accommodation of

stockholders, and all on the full understanding that all payments shall

be made even by an interest account, at the close of the whole collec-

tion of all the assessments.
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They accordingly now make the most full and particular report

which can, at this time, be made, requesting permission to make a sup-

plement thereunto by the first of April next, when, they doubt not, their

road and depots will be finished and put in operation, with locomotives,

cars and carriages for carrying persons and property over the same,

and over the Boston and Providence road, according to the provisions

of the charters of said road and branch.

On the 12th day of April, 1837, the directors made the first assess-

ment on the stocks of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company, and

the same was made payable forthwith, being ten per cent, thereon.

On the 12th of May then next, they made the second assessment

thereon of ten per cent., payable on the 10th of July following. On
the 25th of August, they made the third assessment, of 20 per cent.,

payable on the 20th of September, then next; and on the 21st of the

same month they made one assessment of 20 per cent., payable on the

27th of the same month; one assessment of 20 per cent., payable on

the 15th of October following, and one other assessment of 20 per

cent., payable on the 15th of November, then next.

Before the 1st day of September last, the directors caused their loca-

tion of their road to be re-surveyed and made more convenient, but

without injury to those over whose land it passes, and a return thereof

was duly made, as provided by their charter, and according to law.

They also contracted to have the excavation and embankment and

grading of their road done, from Old Wharf to its junction with the

land and road of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation,

with a commodious wharf, and the same has been done and payments

made to the amount of about four thousand dollars, the estimated cost

;

but the accounts not being closed, the exact amount cannot now be

ascertained.

The stone for the wharf wall has been quarried, drawn to the place,

and the greater part laid up. The stone for the other parts of the

depot has been furnished, and the work of the whole is nearly done,

and all at an estimated cost of thirteen hundred dollars ; but the work

not being finished, the payments are weekly made, as the contracts

require. The whole amount cannot be ascertained till the work is

finished, which will be in five or six weeks

The iron for the rails in Seekonk, and for the curves to pass to and

from the depot in Boston, and for the tracks to and in the buildings

there, was purchased at New York, at the lowest price for cash ; the

spikes, plates and castings were furnished at Boston and in Providence,
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the whole at a cost of not less than twenty-five hundred dollars—but

some of the bills for these last articles not being yet sent in, the pre-

cise amount cannot be stated.

The cedar, spruce, pine and chesnut timber and planks for the road

and wharf, the work of laying the rails on the road, driving the piles

and copping them for the pile and plank wharf, and building the same,

are all under contract. The materials are nearly all on the ground.

The work is all going on and payments are being made, as required by

the various agreements. The track of the road is united to the Bos-

ton and Providence road by proper switches and turn-outs, so as not

to incommode the movements thereon, as required by charter. The
track is thence continued to the car and passenger house, to the wharf

and to the engine house, with convenient turning tables and switches,

and is all laid, excepting one track in the car and passenger house,

and the three tracks into the engine house, the pits therein not being

quite finished to receive them. The whole of these parts of the work

and materials, exclusive of the iron as aforesaid, is estimated at one

thousand eight hundred dollars.

They have contracted for the building of a car and passenger house,

and an engine house, to be built at their depot in Seekonk, on the

model of those of the Lowell road, in Boston ; the first, one hundred

and fifty feet long and forty feet wide, with fifteen feet posts ; the other,

thirty-five feet square, and of the same height. The cost when fin-

ished is, by contract, three thousand eight hundred dollars ; but some

necessary alterations from the plan in the engine house may raise the

cost to four thousand dollars. On this, one thousand dollars accord-

ing to contract ha^ been advanced.

These buildings are finished, except the plastering of the rooms, and

some other small matters of masons' work in the car and passenger

house ; and the putting up of the doors, now all ready for that pur-

pose, in the engine house, and the masons' work in the interior thereof,

viz., a brick lining, eight feet high on the sides, and the plastering of

the roof. These will be finished so soon as the season will permit,

and no doubt is entertained that the whole will be completed and ready

for use by the middle of March next.

The lands, shores and flats for the depot and wharf, in Seekonk,

containing upwards of 200,000 feet, have been purchased and paid for,

at a cost of three thousand five hundred dollars.

It will be seen, by certain regulations of the directors of the Boston

and Providence Rail-road Corporation, made and published by them

since the 9th of August last, that they had transferred to their super-
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intendent of their road all the power of making rules for the same,

granted to them under the 5th section of their charter ; and it was not

until after the President of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company

had written and published two letters to the President of the Boston

and Providence Rail-road Corporation, concerning these regulations

;

and also written often to said president, requesting such rules to be

made by the directors of said road, that their secretary, on the 23d of

October last, furnished to the directors of the Branch " their additional

rules," by which their cars and carriages could be built. In these

there was no regulation respecting locomotives.

Notwithstanding these embarrassments, the committee for building

the branch road, and putting the same in operation, have contracted for

twelve merchandize cars, all the wheels having a wrought iron ring cast

into the rims thereof; and for four passenger cars of the first class and

two of the second class, all with wheels hoopt with wrought iron tires,

to be ready as soon as practicable, and no doubt is entertained that this

will be done early in March next.

The directors of the B. and P. Rail-road Corporation having declined

furnishing to them any rules for the construction of locomotives or the

weight thereof, they have nevertheless made arrangements to obtain

them so soon as the general court shall have prescribed the tolls paya-

ble by them to the B. and P. Rail-road Corporation, for their use of their

road with locomotives, cars and carriages, according to their charter
;

and they are assured that such engines as are now used on that road

can be furnished by one company in thirty days, and by another in ten

days after the order for them shall have been received.

When it was ascertained that the depot at Boston, of the Boston and

Providence Rail-road, could not accommodate the locomotives, cars and

carriages of the Seekonk Branch, at the same time with their own, ap-

plication was made to the city authorities of Boston, for a location on

the public lands near that depot, for the accommodation of the branch

road ; but being met there by an officer of the B. and P. Rail-road Cor-

poration, their application was rejected.

Whereupon, they applied to the South Cove Company for a location,

and to the directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Company,

for permission to pass over their road to the same; and the result has

been, that they have built a depot at that place, with the necessary

curves to go and return from the same, departing from the Boston and

Providence road near its crossing with the Boston and Worcester road,

and entering the latter and passing over it to South Cove, where their

depot is built by the side of that of the Boston and Worcester road.
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Their depot is built and furnished in that plan, and curves to go

and return to and from the same are all finished, excepting the laying

of a part of the iron on the curves, and the uniting of the same to said

roads. Their depot consists of a car and passenger house, 150 feet

long and 40 feet wide, with 15 feet posts ; and commodious rooms for

all purposes, with a piazza in front the whole length. The engine

house is 36 feet square, and of equal height; and all are finished with

turning tables and tracks, viz : two in the car and passenger house,

and three in the engine house.

The location for this depot has been contracted for with the South

Cove Company, and the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company have pe-

titioned to the general court for an increase of capital to meet the ex-

penditure at the end of five years, when the same is payable. The cost

of this depot, viz. : the buildings, tracks and curves aforesaid, exclu-

sive of the iron for the rails, amounts, as near as it can now be ascer-

tained, to eight thousand dollars, six thousand dollars of which have

been already paid ; and notes payable on time, and other funds, amount-

ing to much more than this balance, are in the hands of their agent in

Boston, to meet the same, as the bills come in and are payable.

It is thus seen, that the whole cost of their road, with the two depots

and the curves aforesaid, will be, according to these calculations,

twenty-five thousand one hundred dollars ; nor do they believe that the

amount will vary any considerable sum therefrom ; all of which will be

ascertained by the first of April next.

As before stated, they have made collections from their shareholders

sometimes in cash, at others in stocks, and when they could do no bet-

ter, they have taken notes payable on time. From these they have

raised funds to go on with their enterprize, it being understood that

the accounts should be settled and closed as aforesaid ; but when the

exigencies of the Company required it to be done, the president and

treasurer, who were the acting building committee, have added their

own funds or responsibility to those of the corporation.

They have done these things because they were unwilling to press

the stockholders in these times, when most men want all their own

means for their own private affairs ; and because they have continually

found a powerful and hostile influence at all times operating against

them, and nothing but the greatest moderation, prudence and perse-

verance could secure their success.

After the 14th of August last, the directors of the Boston and Prov-

idence Rail-road Corporation published their regulations, by which

they excluded the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company from the use of
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that road, in direct violation of the provisions of the branch charter
;

and without any such authority from their own charter, arrogated to

their own corporation the sole right to use locomotive power on that

road. Many of the stockholders of the Branch Company were, after

this, discouraged, paid their assessments with reluctance ; and some

refused to pay at all ; for it was alleged, that such would be the

influence of that company and the other great rail-road and joint stock

companies, combined against the branch, that they might induce the

general court to abolish our charter, sacrifice all we had done and ex-

pended to finish our enterprize, and bring out a fair competition on this

line of travel ; and thus by defeating us, give up the whole to the sole

use and benefit of the N. Y. and Providence Transportation Company.

Nevertheless, the directors of the Branch Company have hitherto de-

clined using legal diligence against any of their stockholders ; and have

pursued the course before stated, relying on the good faith of the gen-

eral court, pledged to them in their charter, whereby the right to use

the Boston and Providence road, or any part thereof, with locomotives,

cars, and carriages, is secured to them ; and that, in pursuance thereof,

the Legislature would prescribe the toll, at which they might use the

same in that manner whenever it was made to appear to the general

court by the report of the directors, at what time their road would be

finished and ready for operation ; nor have they ever entertained a

doubt, that this would be done, or that whenever it was done, any event

could hinder the completing of their enterprize, well knowing that the

public benefit resulting from it, could not fail to secure success to all

their subsequent operations.

All which is respectfully submitted by

TRISTAM BURGES, President

;

JOHN W. RICHMOND, Treasurer

;

Directors of S. B. Rail-road Company,

and acting Building Committee.

Providence, ss. City of Providence, January 25, 1838.

Then the above named Tristam Burges and John W. Richmond,

appeared and severally made oath that the aforegoing statement by them

subscribed, was true, according to the best of their knowledge and be-

lief. Before me,

THO'S WHITE, Justice of the Peace.



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT

TAUNTON BRANCH R. ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commomvealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation do hereby

make the Third Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts

and expenditures.

Since the last annual report of the directors to the Legislature, the

capital stock of this corporation has been increased by the creation of

the additional number of five hundred shares, in pursuance of the act

of the Legislature, passed on February 22, 1837; and at a meeting of

the stockholders on June 26, 1837, a vote was passed directing the

treasurer to appropriate the sum of 812,500, received for the transpor-

tation of passengers and merchandize, towards the payment of the

amount becoming due from the holders of the new shares thus created.

As the new shares were distributed proportionably among the holders

of the old shares, this appropriation was equivalent to a dividend of six

and a quarter per cent, on the old capital stock.

The Taunton Branch Rail-road is eleven miles in length. The

grades are as follows, commencing at its junction with the Boston and

Providence Rail-road :

—

29.0 feet per mile, descent.No 1, 29.0
a

2, 15.6
a

3, 13.9
a

4, level.

ee
5, 9.0

a
6, level.

a
7, 8.0

a
8, level.

a
9, 21.1

ascent,

descent.
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There are no curvatures on the road, except the short curve, by

which it is united with the Boston and Providence Rail-road The

average width of the grade is about twenty-six feet. The rails are of

the T form, and are supported by transverse sleepers of wood resting

on longitudinal sills.

The total amount of capital stock paid in on November

30, 1837, to which lime the accounts are made up, was $228,225 00

Amount expended in constructing the road,

" " for engines and cars,

" " for depots, car-houses, and other

buildings, .....
Miscellaneous expenses,

The Expenditures during the year have been as follows

Repairs on the road during the year ending Nov. 30

1837, exclusive of new work,

Repairs on the engines and cars,

Amount of miscellaneous expenses, including the

amount paid to the Boston and Providence Rail

road for their proportion of the receipts, .

Total amount of expenditures during the year ending

Nov. 30, 1837, .....
The Receipts during the year ending November 30,

1837, have been as follows :

—

Amount of capital paid in, .

Amount received for the transportation of passengers,

" " " of merchandize,

Amount of other miscellaneous receipts,

Total amount of receipts, ....

198,482 18

24,454 89

21,982 16

11,833 93

1,509 28

552 91

72,623 48

$74,685 67

$29,325 00

35,160 40

11,023 61

654 80

$76,163 81

All which is respectfully submitted.

Boston, Dec. 20, 1S37.

THO. B. WALES,
JAMES K. MILLS,
GEO. W. PRATT,
JNO. F. LORING,
WM. A. CROCKER,

Directors
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Suffolk, ss. December 20, 1837.

Then personally appeared the above named Thomas B. Wales, J.

K. Mills, John F. Loring and W. A. Crocker, and made oath that the

above report was true, according to the best of their knowledge and

belief. Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.

Suffolk, ss. December 23, 1837.

Then personally appeared the above named G. W. Pratt, and made

oath that the above report was true, according to the best of his

knowledge and belief. Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.





SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts

:

As required by the provisions of law, the Directors of the Western

Rail-road Corporation herewith present their Second Annual Re-

port.

At the annual meeting of the corporation, in February last, the di-

rectors of the previous year were re-elected, with the exception that

Francis Jackson having declined the office, Amasa Walker was chosen

in his stead.

At the date of the last report to the Legislature, the eastern portion

of the line, between the village of Worcester and Seven Mile river in

East Brookfield, was under contract, and in process of grading. Dur-

ing the past year, this work has been steadily prosecuted ; the grading

of about sixteen miles has been completed, and that upon the residue

is in a good state of forwardness. The directors are confidently of

opinion, that, with an application of means, not inconsistent with a pru-

dent economy of expenditure, the whole of this part ofthe road, with the

exception of one mile at New Worcester, and one mile at the summits

in Charlton, may be graded and ready for the superstructure, by mid-

summer of the present year. And that the section at New Worcester

may be finished by the first of November next, and that at the summit

by the succeeding spring.

From East Brookfield to the Connecticut river, the route adopted is

in the general course of the valley of the Chickopee river, as far as to
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Stony Hill, in Wilbraham ; thence it crosses the plains which skirt

the Connecticut valley on the east, to the head of Garden brook, and

passing down this brook, the line strikes the Connecticut river about

half a mile above the court-house in Springfield. In its course, it

passes south of, and near to, the villages of South and West Brookfield,

through the village of Warren, about two miles south of Three Rivers

village in Palmer, and near the Ludlow factories.

From Stony Hill to the river, a distance of about seven miles, four

routes were surveyed. And these were continued to a proper point of

union, west of the river. 1. Crossing the river at Cabotville, by the

mouth of the Chickopee, and about 4 miles north of the court house.

2. By End brook, about 1 3-4 miles north of the same point. 3. By

Garden brook, and 4. by the valley of Mill river in the southerly part

of Springfield. The line by Garden brook being the least expensive,

and with the most favorable grades, was, on the recommendation of the

engineers, adopted by the directors.

The whole of the line from East Brookfield to the Connecticut river,

was definitely located, and, with the exception of about two miles ad-

joining the river, was put under contract for grading, in the month of

June last, upon favorable terms. The work of graduation was soon

after commenced upon the greater portion of it, and it has been contin-

ued to the present time, as vigorously as a prudent regard to the state

of the times would admit.

Of this portion of the road, being about 34 3-4 miles, about 11 miles

are already graded, and the residue is advanced in a manner satisfacto-

ry to the directors. Should no unfortunate obstacle delay the progress

of the work, it is confidently believed, that, excepting one mile at

Twelve-mile brook in Wilbraham, and two miles adjoining the Connec-

ticut river, this part of the road may be graded, and ready for the su-

perstructure by next autumn, and it is estimated that those three miles

may be graded during the succeeding winter.

Thus it appears, if these reasonable expectations are not disappoint-

ed, that, of the road from Worcester to Springfield, being about 54

miles, there are already graded, 27 miles.

That by mid-summer, there will be graded, 21 "

By 1st of November next, 1 "

And by the spring of 1839, the residue, 5 "

54 miles.
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A reference to the last annual report will show, that, at the date of

it, (January, 1837,) very extensive preliminary surveys had been made

between Connecticut river and the western boundary of the state.

Those surveys had pointed out two general routes in competition for

preference. A northern one, by Chester, Dalton and Pittsfield—and

the southern by Otis, Lee and Stockbridge.

By the character of the country on the northern line, we are virtu-

ally confined to one general route. And this having been previously

traced by Mr. Baldwin, whose maps, profiles and reports were in pos-

session of the engineers, preliminary surveys were there unnecessary;

and they had proceeded directly with an approximate location. The

surveys upon the south route had been over a wide extent of country,

from Becket on the north, to Granville and Tolland on the south; and

they were experimental only. Upon the completion of the maps and

profiles, it was deemed advisable, as intimated in the former report, to

select the lines upon the southern route, most favorable for a continu-

ous one from Westfield to West Stockbridge, and make an approxi-

mate location there; thus placing both routes, in this respect, upon the

same footing. This additional work was accomplished, and a report

made by the engineers, in June last, embracing full details of the ap-

proximate location upon both routes.

By an examination of this report it was ascertained, that the differ-

ence in the length of the two routes, and in the estimated expense of

construction, was comparatively trifling, being each a little in favor of

the south route; that the principal summit was 51 feet higher, and the

aggregate elevation of all the summits 113 feet more upon the south

than upon the north route; which would give a difference, in the

equated distance, of 5.23 miles in favor of the north line; that the

whole curvature was 390 degrees greater upon the south route than

upon the north ; and that of grades over 50 feet per mile, there were

8.3 miles more upon the south than upon the north route.

Upon the receipt of this report, the directors, at the request of the

friends of each route, gave them a hearing ; and after a full considera-

tion of the subject, and an examination of the lines by a part of the

board, they, in August last, decided in favor of the northern route,

through Pittsfield, and ordered the same to be definitely located. The
board, however, reserved for future decision, on the coming in of the

report upon the definite location, three points, which are still unde-

termined, viz., the direction of the lines through the villages of West-

field and Pittsfield, and the western termination of the road, either at



48 WESTERN RAIL-ROAD. Feb.

the Canaan Gap in West Stockbridge, or at Hatch's Gap in Richmond,

which are about 2 2-3 miles apart.

At the Canaan Gap, the road would unite with the Hudson and

Berkshire road, which extends to the city of Hudson. This is already

fully graded, with the exception of a short distance, requiring a few

weeks more work, and the superstructure has been commenced. The

superintendent gives assurance, that the whole will be in operation

before the close of the next summer.

The Albany rail-road may also terminate at the Canaan Gap, in

West Stockbridge. Indeed, no other route was suggested for it, till

within the last year. But since the date of our last report, the super-

intendent of that road has asked attention to the route from Pittsfield,

by Hatch's Gap in Richmond, and thence by New Lebanon to Albany.

It is represented, that this route, if practicable, will save about six

miles in the distance between Pittsfield and Albany. Of the practica-

bility of that part of the route which is within the state of New York,

at a reasonable expense, satisfactory evidence has not been exhibited.

But as soon as it was decided that the route of our road would be by

Pittsfield, a survey was had from thence to Hatch's Gap. The line, so

far as ivithin this state, was found to be favorable, and with light

grades, and to be about 2 1-3 miles shorter than that to the Canaan Gap.

The directors regret, that nothing effective has yet been done,

towards the construction of the Albany road. Indeed, as has been in-

timated, the route of that road is still undecided. But after repeated

solicitations and conferences, and a recent visit of the agent to Albany

for the purpose, the directors of that company have now engaged to

give an early decision as to their general route, and the point at which

they desire to strike the state line.

The definite location of our road from Connecticut river to the state

line has now been completed ; and the final maps, profiles and estimates

of the same are in progress. These are not sufficiently advanced to

permit the results now to be given. But it is believed, they will not

differ materially from those upon the approximate location, made near-

ly upon the same line.

The report of the engineers upon this definite location may be ex-

pected in a few weeks. Upon its receipt, the directors will be ready to

decide upon the lines at the Westfield and Pittsfield villages, and upon

the course of the road westward of Pittsfield, as well as upon the question

of its union with the Albany and Hudson roads. And it is believed,

that, before the opening of the coming spring, the whole line, from
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Springfield to the boundary of New York, may be ready to be put under

contract for grading.

The directors are deeply impressed with the importance of commen-

cing this part of the work early in the next season, and, should ade-

quate means be provided for the expenditure, they see no obstacle to

its immediate prosecution. The necessity of this course is strongly urged

by the fact, that, by the terms of the original subscription to the stock,

the road from Pittsfield to the state line must be completed as early as

that part between Worcester and Springfield. And, unless the former

can be far advanced during the present year, the state of it may require

an unnecessary and very injurious delay upon the latter. The di-

rectors, therefore, will omit no reasonable exertion to commence the

grading westward of Pittsfield as early as is practicable.

Six assessments of five dollars each have been laid upon the stock.

The two first had been fully paid at the date of the last report; the

third was then in process of collection, and the fourth had been laid,

payable on the 17th of the succeeding April. Owing to the extraordi-

nary pecuniary embarrassments which existed at the latter date, the di-

rectors deemed it prudent to postpone the collection of the fourth as-

sessment to the 25th of September last. During the past year, a fifth as-

sessment was laid, and it became payable on the 15th November last,

and the sixth will fall due on the 25th day of January instant.

The receipts and expenditures of the corporation for the year past,

as stated by the treasurer, are as follows^ viz :

I. Receipts.

Balance on hand as per last report, Jan. 14, 1837, $262,(502 44

Amount since received, on 3d instalment, $133,985 00

4th " *75,100 00

5th « 28,830 00

6th « 720 00

Interest received since last report, 14,143 60

252,778 60

$515,381 04

* Exclnsive of $50,000 due fro*n the State.
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2. Expenditures.

Amount paid for incidental expenses,

" " engineer department, including sur-

veys and superintendance of construction,

Amount paid for construction,

" " land damages and fencing,

11 u timber lands,

Balance on hand,

$4,681 34

35,214 33

363,490 39

40,292 81

1,812 50

69,889 67

$515,381 04

Respectfully submitted,

Boston, Jan. 2, 1838.

THOMAS B. WALES,
ROBERT RANTOUL, Jr.,

EDM. DWIGHT,
JOHN HENSHAW,
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr.,

AMASA WALKER,
GEO. BLISS, Directors.

Suffolk, ss. Jan. 3, 1838.

Sworn to,

Before me,

ELLIS GRAY LORING,

Justice oj the Peace.



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND WORCESTER
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The undersigned, President of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road

Corporation, in behalf of the said corporation, and in compliance

with a requisition of the act of the Legislature, passed April 19th,

1837, entitled, an act concerning rail-road corporations, respectfully

report

:

That, although the said rail-road has been, for more than two years

past, opened for use, there is yet remaining to be completed, a small

part of the work, proposed to be done, upon some of the depots and

buildings belonging to the said road, which will require a small addi-

tional expenditure yet to be made ; and that a part of the assessments

on a portion of the capital stock last voted to be raised, are yet unpaid.

The total amount of capital stock of the said rail-road which was

paid in to the 1st of January, 1838, was $1,518,825 00

The amount expended to the above date, in constructing

the said road, including materials, &c, was . . 944,359 50

The amount expended for engines and cars, . . 135,389 55
" " " depots, car-houses and other

buildings, . 147,644 97
" " " bridges, including viaduct a-

cross Mill Basins, 141,714 07
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The amount expended for land and damages, including

surplus land, . , 173,764 00

" Millbury Branch, . . 41,016 65
11 " " miscellaneous expenses, inclu-

ding engineering, salaries,

interest, &,c, . . 126,405 65

Total amount of expenditures to Jan. 1, 1838, $1,710,294 39

The length of the rail-road, from the passenger-house on Lincoln

street, in Boston, to the passenger-house near Main street, in Worces-

ter, is 44 miles, and 3325 feet. The length of the Millbury Branch,

from the main road in Grafton, to the depot in Millbury, is three miles

and 1407 feet.

The number of planes on the main road is forty-eight; of which

eighteen, measuring about fourteen miles, are level. The rest of the

road, measuring thirty and five-eighths miles, is in thirty planes of

different rates of inclination.

The least inclination is at the rate of four feet in a mile, and the

greatest, thirty feet in a mile, with the exception of a plane in the South

Cove, in Boston, near the termination of the road, where it rises seven

feet and a half, after passing under Front street, at the rate of forty-four

feet in a mile.

The greatest degree of curvature on any part of the road, west of

Brighton, is upon a radius of 1432 feet ; most of the curves being of a

much larger radius. In Brighton and Brookline, there are three short

curves, of a radius of 1146 ; and in the South Cove, in the city of Bos-

ton, near the termination of the road, there are four short curves of a

radius of 600 feet.

Of the Millbury branch of the rail-road, a little more than half a mile

is level. The rest is in five planes, of different lengths, inclining from

eight and a half feet to thirty-two and three quarters feet in a mile.

The greatest degree of curvature is on a radius of 954 feet, and all the

other curves, are of a much larger radius.

The width of the grade, of the main road, throughout the whole

length, is twenty-four feet.

The iron rails, which are parallel edge rails, are supported by cast

iron chains, on cross sleepers of wood, mostly cedar and chesnut. The
ends of the sleepers rest on a bed of stone rubble, placed under the

rails, along the whole length of the road.
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On some short distances the chairs are placed on timbers supported

by piles, and in other modes, without the use of rubble. The sleepers

on the Millbury Branch, and generally on the turnouts, are supported

at the ends by plank or other timber, placed longitudinally beneath the

rails.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

NATHAN HALE,

Boston, February 16, 1838.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, February 16, 1838.

Then personally appeared the above named Nathan Hale, President

of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, and made oath

that the foregoing report by him subscribed, is true, according to his

best knowledge and belief.

Before me,

GEO. MOREY, Justice of the Peace.












