
QUINCY – September 14, 2015 – Governor Charlie Baker, Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito, and Energy and
Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary Matthew Beaton today announced a $4.2 million grant to help the City of Quincy
construct Adams Green, a public park adjacent to City Hall. The grant, provided by the EEA’s Gateway City Parks
Program, was announced at an event attended by state and local officials at the future site of Adams Green.

“This grant will help Mayor Koch and the City of Quincy build an important new public park that will unify downtown
Quincy and provide a place to honor the contributions of Presidents John Adams and John Quincy Adams,” said
Governor Charlie Baker. “Public parks are essential to the health and economic wellbeing of urban areas, and I’m
proud that through the Gateway City Parks Program we are able to provide our Gateway Cities with the resources to
create beautiful open spaces for their residents.”

“Similar to city and town commons across the Commonwealth, Adams Green will be the civic centerpiece of downtown
Quincy, and will contribute to the revitalization of the city center,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “We hope to
continue to work with municipalities to increase our residents’ access to open space, particularly in urban communities
like Quincy.”

The construction of Adams Green is part of the City of Quincy’s ongoing revitalization of the city center. Adams Green
will be partially built on a former street next to United First Parish Church, which houses the crypts of Presidents John
Adams and John Quincy Adams. The park will feature a town green and promenade as well as facilities for public
gatherings, outdoor concerts and events.  Site features will convey the historic significance of the City of Quincy and its
residents.

“This new public park will not only bring Quincy residents together and enhance visitors’ experiences, but will also honor
the illustrious history of Quincy and the Presidents Adams’ and Quincy Adams’ legacies,” said EEA Secretary
Matthew Beaton. “The Baker-Polito Administration understands  the importance of open space and public parks in
creating a cleaner, healthier and more beautiful Commonwealth.”

In order to make Adams Green possible, six lanes of traffic which once separated City Hall from First Parish Church will
be re-routed, replacing a car-oriented downtown street layout with a pedestrian-friendly promenade and many
intersection enhancements. 

“Public improvements like the Adams Green are absolutely vital to attracting the private investment that is driving Quincy
Center’s revitalization, and just as important are the partnerships with our state leaders through grants like this that
make the Adams Green and other important projects possible,” said Quincy Mayor Thomas Koch. “The Baker-
Polito Administration has made investments in our cities and towns a priority, and I am truly grateful for their
commitment to the City of Quincy.”  

“The Adams Green Project is a perfect example of the types of investments that can be made in a community when city
and state officials partner together,” said State Senator John Keenan (D-Quincy).  “This project will not only
contribute to the revitalization of Quincy’s downtown, but will beautify our open spaces and preserve the City’s historic
legacy as a cradle of the American Revolution. I congratulate Mayor Koch for his leadership, and thank Governor Baker,
Lt. Governor Polito, and Secretary Beaton for their commitment to supporting Quincy and municipal leaders across the
state as they invest in their public parks.”

“Adams Green is an integral part of Mayor Koch’s vision for the redevelopment of downtown Quincy, a vibrant outdoor
space where the community can gather to honor and appreciate Quincy’s rich history,” said State Representative
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Ronald Mariano (D-Quincy). “This generous grant will help to ensure that this vision is realized and this open
space can be enjoyed by generations to come."

"This funding is a big step in the beautification of downtown Quincy. Public parks are an important element of a city like
Quincy, which has so much to offer and so much history behind it,” said State Representative Bruce Ayers (D-
Quincy). “The Gateway City Parks Program and this new park will allow the people of Quincy the opportunity to further
enjoy our historic city."

“The Adams Green Project will be a centerpiece of the City, providing a green space for the public to use while
celebrating our rich history,” said State Representative Tackey Chan (D-Quincy).

EEA’s Gateway City Parks Program funds the creation or restoration of significant urban parks and trails in the
Commonwealth’s 26 Gateway Cities. The program previously provided a $1 million grant to Quincy for design and
construction documents to build Adams Green.

 

###

Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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