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WELCOME BACK MESSAGE 
 
Although summer seemed brief, hopefully it provided the rejuvenation for an energized return to 
school!  As always, we would like to thank all of you for the work you do each day to provide students in 
Massachusetts with high quality educational options. The 2015-2016 school year begins with a total of 
81 Massachusetts charter schools serving almost 41,802 students (see the updated Charter School Fact 
Sheet). We welcome the two new charter schools that opened their doors for the first time this fall: 
Bentley Academy Charter School in Salem and Springfield Preparatory Charter School in Springfield.  
 
The Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign continues to focus on several key priorities related to 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s (Department) charter school authorization role, 
building on the work from the last few years:  
 
• Priority 1: Successfully execute all key required cyclical oversight and support activities—with a 

focus on excellence and objectivity—related to charter schools, in adherence to appropriate 
Department protocols and high quality standards. This year, we are not implementing any major 
updates to any of our standard oversight and support processes. We appreciate the feedback we 
received about our processes and procedures and will aim to further refine and strengthen our work 
and improve our effectiveness.  
 

• Priority 2: Disseminate the sustainable use of redesigned school models and promising practices in 
order to close the proficiency gap, particularly in Boston and Gateway Cities. This work will feature 
the dissemination work of many charter schools through the Commonwealth and will continue to 
support school models and practices (such as expanded learning time) that are prominent in the 
charter sector. We will also explore additional opportunities for collaboration between district and 
charter public schools. 
 

• Priority 3: Sustain the focus on access and equity issues in the charter school sector, with 
particular attention on school climate and student discipline practices. We will continue to 
robustly support and oversee charter schools in meeting Charter School Performance Criteria #2: 
Access and Equity. With a focus on access and equity issues, we will persist in collaborating with a 
variety of other stakeholders within and outside of the Department, including, but not limited to the 
ongoing work with the Massachusetts Charter Public School Association.  

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/factsheet.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/factsheet.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=criteria
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=criteria
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This newsletter contains a number of important items with multiple links to new or updated 
information, and though lengthy, we encourage you review it carefully, pass on the information to 
others as appropriate, and act where requested.   
 
If you haven’t already, please take some time to review the Commissioner’s Back-To-School message. 
We encourage you to keep abreast of key updates from the Department by reading the Commissioner’s 
Weekly Message each Friday. We will also continue to send out periodic email messages that require 
timely notice/action for charter schools to our various listservs (leaders, business managers, special 
education directors, and board chairs; be sure to update Directory Administration).  Also, we will 
continue to provide key updates through newsletters, like this one, throughout the year. Best wishes for 
a great 2015-2016. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 

DATE ITEM 
11/1/15 FY15 Audit Due 

10/16/15  Orientation for New Charter School Administrators and Board Members 
11/4/15 Low Incidence Districts and Charter Schools Network 

11/13/15 FY16 Waitlist Data Update Due 
11/25/15 FY15 Charter School End of Year Financial Report (CSEOYFR) Due 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  and OPPORTUNITIES  
 
Orientation for New Charter School Administrators and Board Members 
Friday, October 16, 2015, 9:00am-12:30pm: Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 
Malden, MA (with Remote Participation Possible) 
This 3 ½ hour meeting is intended for any members of a school's administrative team (executive 
directors, principals, special education and ELL directors, and business managers) or board of trustees 
who are new to their position. Prior to the meeting you will receive PowerPoint presentations and 
materials about a variety of topics, including charter school finance, governance, accountability, special 
education, and English language learners. During the meeting, you will have the opportunity to meet 
with Department staff, ask questions about the presentations/materials, and network with fellow 
charter leaders. Current administrators who want a refresher on basic charter school information are 
welcome to attend. You may come to the Department or join a session remotely via web conferencing. 
Please register by October 9th. 
 
 
New National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Administrative Review (AR) Process Training for Schools 
Scheduled for an Administrative Review in School Year 2015-2016 
The Office for Nutrition, Health and Safety Programs has currently scheduled six trainings on the New 
Administrative Review Process for districts (including charter schools) that are scheduled for a review 
during the 2015-2016 school year. The purpose of this training is to address the program requirements 
of the Administrative Review process. The details and link to registration can be found at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21171. 
 
  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/?update=9/5/2014
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/updates.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/updates.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8200
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21171
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Federal E-rate Program 
The Schools and Libraries program, also known as the E-rate program, makes telecommunications and 
information services more affordable for schools and libraries across the United States. This federal 
program was mandated by Congress in 1996 and implemented by the Federal Communications 
Commission in 1997. The E-rate provides discounted telecommunications, Internet access, and internal 
connections to eligible schools and libraries, and is funded by the Universal Service Fund (USF).  
 
To address President Obama's goal of providing broadband connectivity to schools, the FCC is has 
adopted new rules to modernize the E-Rate program. The rules focus on three primary objectives: (1) 
increasing broadband capacity, (2) cost-effective purchasing, and (3) streamlining program 
administration. The Universal Service Program for Schools and Libraries (USAC), which administers the E-
rate program, has a web page, E-Rate Modernization Order, to help schools understand the new rules 
and keep abreast of any changes as the rules are finalized. The page includes the E-rate Modernization 
Order summary , as well as more detailed documents. 
 
Other General Information about E-Rate 

• Universal Service Program for Schools and Libraries (E-Rate) This guide provides an overview of 
the E-Rate program and how it works. 

• Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) This independent, not-for-profit corporation 
is authorized by the FCC to administer the federal E-rate program. Its website provides the 
forms, information, and tools needed to submit and track E-rate applications. 

• FCC Registration Number (FCC RN) The Federal Communications Commission requires all 
participants in the E-rate program to obtain an FCC Registration Number.  

• COMMBUYS (Commonwealth's Procurement Access and Solicitation System) is the website for 
Massachusetts' statewide contracts issued by the Operational Services Division (OSD). The 
"Contract and Bid Search" link will help users locate appropriate products and services. 

POLICY UPDATES 
 
Changes to Massachusetts’ ESEA Flexibility Waiver 
In March 2015, the Department submitted a request to extend our state’s federal Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) flexibility waiver through the end of the 2017-18 school year. Prior to 
submitting the extension request, the Department sought feedback from a wide range of stakeholders 
and with their input proposed several modifications to the state’s accountability system. In July 2015 the 
U.S. Department of Education (ED) approved the following changes to our state’s school and district 
accountability system:  

• Provide additional credit to schools and districts serving English language learners (ELLs) who 
demonstrate strong growth on the ACCESS for ELLs English language proficiency assessment.  

• Increase the number of schools and districts held accountable for student subgroups by 
lowering the minimum group size for accountability determinations.  

 
Please see here for more details: http://www.doe.mass.edu/apa/titlei/esea/?section=ESEA  

https://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/universal-service-fund
http://www.usac.org/sl/tools/modernization-order/default.aspx
http://www.fcc.gov/guides/universal-service-program-schools-and-libraries
http://www.usac.org/sl/
https://svartifoss2.fcc.gov/cores/CoresHome.html
https://www.commbuys.com/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/apa/titlei/esea/?section=ESEA
http://www.usac.org/_res/documents/sl/pdf/tools/modernization-order/E-rate-Modernization-Order-Summary.pdf
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Redefining Low Income - A New Metric for K-12 Education Data 
Just a reminder, two years ago, the United States Department of Agriculture introduced the Community 
Eligibility Program (CEP) as an option for schools and districts with high concentrations of low income 
students to provide free breakfast and lunch to all students. This CEP option did away with the need for 
families to annually submit paper application forms documenting their household income. The 
Department has recently provided information about a new metric for determining "economically 
disadvantaged" students. For more information please see the update on our website: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/ed.html.  
 
Updates to Enrollment Policies, Expulsion Policies, Bylaws, Schedules, and Accountability Plans 
In June we sent a Charter Amendments Review Process for 2015 Memo outlining the specific details 
about how we plan to facilitate the review of these important policies, with particular attention to 
expulsion policies. Please ensure that you have sent the following to the Department for review: 
 

• Enrollment Policy 
• Expulsion Policy 
• Bylaws (if needed) 
• School Schedule Template 
• Accountability Plans (if needed) 

 
Please see our website for information about what to submit along with your policies: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=amendments. 
 
Enrollment policies, expulsion policies, and bylaws require the submission of a completed checklist along 
with the policies themselves. If you have not yet submitted your school’s schedule template, expulsion 
policy, or enrollment policy, please do so as soon as possible.  
 
We have updated the Charter Amendment Guidelines to support the amendment review process. 
Please use our “Contact by Topic” or “Contact Liaison” to identify the appropriate member of our staff 
to answer your questions. Please contact Alison Bagg, 781-338-3218 or abagg@doe.mass.edu  regarding 
Accountability Plans, Ellie Rounds, 781-338-3212 regarding Expulsion Policies, and Alyssa Hopkins, 781-
338-3219 or ahopkins@doe.mass.edu regarding other types of amendments subject to Commissioner or 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approval.  
 
The Department reviews charter amendments subject to Commissioner approval in a monthly batch 
cycle. We will do our best to ensure that review and approval, as appropriate, of each amendment 
request submitted by the end of each month are communicated back to the school no later than the 
close of the following month.  
 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
Document Updates  
Since the spring, many accountability documents have been revised: 

• The Charter School Performance Criteria was slightly revised in July 2015, it can be found at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=criteria.  

• Subsequently, the Renewal Inspection Protocol was revised and can be found here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew.  

• We have published the classroom observation sheet that site visit teams will use when 
observing classroom instruction. It can be found here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit.  

http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/community-eligibility-provision
http://www.doe.mass.edu/cnp/nprograms/cep/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/cnp/nprograms/cep/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/ed.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=20035
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=amendments
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=amendments
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/ContactByTopic.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/ContactLiaison.html
mailto:abagg@doe.mass.edu
mailto:ahopkins@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=criteria
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit
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• The Department also issued new Guidelines for Writing Accountability Plans in April 2015. Those 
guidelines can be found here: http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=guidelines.  

• Because of the revision to the Charter School Performance Criteria, and after a year of 
implementation, we are currently revising the Site Visit Protocol.  As with the revision of the 
Criteria themselves, we welcome feedback on drafts. The draft Site Visit Protocol is posted for 
review and feedback at http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21201.Please 
communicate any feedback to Alison Bagg at 781-338-3218 or abagg@doe.mass.edu.  

 
Renewal 2016 
This year, 14 charter schools have applied for renewal of their public school charters. Information 
regarding renewal, including a memo explaining the Department’s approach to the renewal process can 
be found here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew. Renewal decisions are typically publicized 
during the January and February Board of Education meetings.  
 
Volunteer Site Visitors  
The Department seeks volunteers with expertise in classroom instruction, school leadership, and/or 
school governance to serve as external site visitors on charter school accountability visits. If you are 
interested in applying to be a site visitor, please fill out a brief online survey at the following 
link: http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1694009/Site-Visit-Volunteer-Interest-Form. Please see 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit for a FAQ related to participating as a site 
visitor. 
 
ACCESS AND EQUITY 
 
Low Incidence Districts and Charter Schools Network 
It is my pleasure to announce that the registration for the Low Incidence Districts and Charter Schools 
Network is open now at http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8202. The meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at Devens Commons Center between 8:45 AM and 4:00 PM. 
The tentative agenda for the meeting is provided below: 

• 9:00 - 9:30:  RETELL Update - Robert Measel 
• 9:30 - 11:00: ESL Curriculum Updates - Fernanda Kray 
• 12:30 - 2:30: ELE Guidance Document - Sibel Hughes 
• 2:30 - 3:30: Target Numbers for ELE Compliance - Daniel Wiener 
• 3:30 - 4:00: ACCESS for ELLS 2.0 - Alexis Glick 

 
Recruitment and Retention Plans 
The Department continues to closely review recruitment and retention plans to ensure compliance with 
the charter school statute, regulations, and Department guidance. Guidance documents are available on 
our website at: http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/sped/default.html.  
 
RETELL 
The Access and Equity team continues to work closely with the Office of English Language Acquisition 
and Academic Achievement (OELAAA) on the implementation of the Rethinking Equity in Teaching 
English Language Learners (RETELL) initiative in the charter community. Please contact Ellie Rounds at 
erounds@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3212 if you have questions regarding the RETELL initiative. In 
August, the OELAAA released new guidance on programming for ELL students that can be found here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/Guidance.pdf  

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=guidelines
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21201
mailto:abagg@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21205
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/boedate.html
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1694009/Site-Visit-Volunteer-Interest-Form
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8202
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/sped/default.html
mailto:erounds@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/Guidance.pdf
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BOARDS OF TRUSTEES  
 
Guidance for Charter School Board Members 
As public agents authorized by the state, the members of the board of trustees of a charter school are 
responsible for governing the school and hold the charter for the school. Upon beginning service on a 
board and subsequent years, each trustee must meet a number of legal requirements set forth by the 
Commonwealth. These requirements are clearly outlined in guidance information available at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=trustees. All board members should be well-
informed of their obligations and responsibilities as members of a charter school board of trustees. 
Please direct board members with questions regarding these obligations to the overview on the 
Department’s website. 

Board Member Management System 
Many thanks to all of you who have interacted with the system, provided feedback to the Department, 
and weathered the storm of interacting with the new system. The Department greatly appreciates your 
patience with any challenge you, other users, or board members may have experienced in using the new 
Board Member Management System. The Department will be providing both in-person and webinar 
access to technical support and training on the use of the system during the Orientation for New Charter 
School Administrators and Board Members as well as additional webinar opportunities during late 
October for those who will be unable to attend.  
 
It is important to ensure that the membership of your board of trustees is always updated with the 
Department. When a charter school’s board of trustees votes to accept new members, this is considered 
a charter amendment and must be approved by the Commissioner prior to any action by the new 
member, including counting towards a quorum or voting. Please find information regarding the use of 
the system to request the approval of new board members, including the content of the request letter 
uploaded via the system when a new member is created at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=bmms. Please note that schools are also 
required to notify the Department when members leave the school’s board of trustees, whether it is 
through a resignation, the expiration of a term, or a removal through the system.  
 
The Department reviews requests for approval of new board members in a monthly batch cycle with 
other charter amendments subject to Commissioner approval. We will do our best to ensure that review 
and approval, as appropriate, of each completed request for the approval of a new board member that 
is submitted by the end of each month is communicated back to the school no later than the close of the 
following month.  
 
Please Call Us! 
If you have any questions regarding the obligations of board members or the new online system, please 
contact Alyssa Hopkins, at 781-338-3219 or ahopkins@doe.mass.edu; or James DiMaio, at 781-338-3228 
or jdimaio@doe.mass.edu. The system continues to be a work in progress – if you or a member of your 
team has yet to access the system, a member of our team will contact you directly to support your 
success within the system and establish appropriate usage of the system’s functions.  
  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=trustees
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=trustees
http://www.mass.gov/ma-ese-board-mem-req
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/?section=bmms
mailto:ahopkins@doe.mass.edu
mailto:jdimaio@doe.mass.edu
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FINANCE AND DATA 
 
Superintendent’s Checklist 
Please be sure you adhere to all relevant reporting deadlines and requirement outlined in the 2015-
2016 Superintendent Checklist. 
 
FY16 Revision to Waitlist Data Collection  
As was outlined in the August 6th e-mail sent to all charter schools, we have revised our waitlist report 
collection process. The purpose of the revisions is to make the waitlist reporting process easier for 
everyone involved, while minimizing errors on the submitted reports. We have extended the due date 
for the waitlist to November 13, 2015. If you have any questions, please contact Brenton Stewart at 
bstewart@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3214 or Joanna Laghetto at jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-
3221. 
 
FY15 Audit and Fiscal Policies and Procedures Guide 
FY15 independent financial audits are due to the Department on November 1, 2015.    
Please remember that the Audit Guide was updated with most of the changes taking effect for FY15 
audits. An audit memo specifically addressed to charter school auditors has also been posted recently 
highlighting the changes to the guide and best practices. The Fiscal Policies and Procedures Guide has 
been updated as well.  
 
Revisions to the Charter School End of Year Financial Report (CSEOYFR)  
The OCSSR has been working with many charter school business leaders to revise the CSEOYFR to make 
it clearer and more user-friendly. The new template is near completion and we hope all schools will be 
happy with the results. We will email the schools when the templates have been updated to the portal, 
highlight the changes, and offer any needed guidance or assistance. This year, charter schools are 
required to electronically file the FY15 Charter School End of Year Financial Report (15CSEOYFR) which 
includes the Surplus Calculation on or before November 25, 2015. 
 
Updated information related to the 15CSEOYFR file will be a topic for the charter leader meetings this 
fall and will be sent under separate cover. Please contact Joanna Laghetto at jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu 
or 781-338-3221 with questions.  
 
Changing Bank Account for Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), and Change of Address or Name 
If you are planning to change bank accounts, in order to ensure that tuition and grant funds are 
deposited in a timely manner, please make sure a new Electronic Funds Transfer form is completed and 
sent to Victoria Munoz in the Grants Management Office. This form can be found at 
https://massfinance.state.ma.us/VendorWeb/eftRegisterfrm.asp. Please be sure to include a voided 
check and allow sufficient time for the changes to be made as it can take several weeks to process. If 
your school has moved recently, a new W-9 form 
http://www.mass.gov/osc/docs/forms/vendorcustomer/newmass-w9.pdf must be completed and sent 
to Ms. Munoz along with a letter on letterhead stating the old and new address. If an amendment has 
been approved for a school name change, please contact Joanna Laghetto (jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu) for 
any necessary forms needed by the business office.  
  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/checklist.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/checklist.html
mailto:bstewart@doe.mass.edu
mailto:jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/auditing/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/auditing/2015-0910MassAuditGuide.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/auditing/FPPguide.pdf
mailto:jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu
https://massfinance.state.ma.us/VendorWeb/eftRegisterfrm.asp
http://www.mass.gov/osc/docs/forms/vendorcustomer/newmass-w9.pdf
mailto:jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu
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CHARTER APPLICATIONS AND EXPANSIONS 
 
New Charter School Applications  
Ten charter prospectuses were submitted on July 28, 2015, along with three letters of intent from 
current charter school boards of trustees seeking eligibility for the one stage charter application process.  
We appreciate all of you who participated as prospectus reviewers this year in support of the 
Department’s thorough review of each charter prospectus. Your participation is invaluable to the 
process. 

On September 22, 2015, Commissioner Mitchell Chester invited the founders of six proposed 
Commonwealth charter schools to submit a full application in the next stage of the 2015-16 charter 
school application process. In addition, the Department advanced one proposal to the final application 
stage from an existing charter school board of trustees to grow a charter school network under a one-
stage process. For more information, see the headline “Founders of Seven Proposed Charter Schools to 
Submit Full Applications”. 

Final applications are due back to the Department by November 4, 2015. Once applications are received, 
Department staff and external review panelists with expertise in education, business, law, and 
governance will review and evaluate each of the applications. In addition, the Department will hold 
public hearings in the areas where the founding groups propose to open a school. The Department will 
also conduct a review of any public comment submitted. Commissioner Chester will review all of the 
materials and make his recommendation on awarding new charters to the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education will vote on new charters at its 
February 2016 meeting.  

Charter School Expansion Requests 
Pursuant to the Charter School Regulations, 603 CMR 1.10(1), the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education must approve major changes in the material terms of a school's charter. This year, the 
Department received requests from eighteen existing Commonwealth charter schools that involve 
changes to the grades served, and/or the maximum enrollment, including twelve requests competing 
for 668 available seats in Boston. For a complete list of all expansion requests, see the headline at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21211. 
If you wish to request a copy of any of the submitted amendment requests or if you have any questions, 
please contact charterschools@doe.mass.edu. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND CONTACTS 
 
Electronic Correspondence 
We plan to continue to deliver official correspondence as much as possible via electronic means, 
emailing and scanning, as appropriate, school-specific approvals and documents. If you would like a hard 
copy mailed to you, please be sure to let us know on a case-by-case basis. Because we also collect many 
of our files through Security Portal dropboxes, please be sure to follow electronic file naming 
instructions included with each submission. In general, please be sure that your electronic files are 
named in a uniquely identifiable way, either including the school’s name, acronym, or LEA code along 
with identifying the date/year and report type. For example, Not unique: Annualreport.doc or Audit.pdf 
Unique: ABCS_annualreport2015.doc and ABCS_FY15Audit.pdf   
 
Contact You: School and District Profiles and Directory Administration 
The Department collects a variety of data from schools and districts through Directory Administration, 
some of which is published on the Department’s School or District Profiles page. Contact information, 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21215
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21215
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21211
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21211
mailto:charterschool@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/diradmin/
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multiple directories, and a variety of reports from individual organizations can also be found here.  
Charter Schools appear as both a “District” and as an individual “School”.  It is imperative that the 
information contained in your district, as well as your school profile, be accurate, especially at the start 
of the school year. If it is inaccurate, your school may be missing important Department 
communications. In particular, the email address for the individual identified as “charter school leader” 
and “charter school board chair” in Directory Administration should have received this message directly. 
If for some reason they did not, your school’s directory administrator(s), the individual(s) who are 
authorized to edit information about their school in Directory Administration, should update this 
information. See http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx to identify your 
school’s directory administrator(s).         
        

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx

	IN THIS ISSUE
	WELCOME BACK MESSAGE
	IMPORTANT DATES
	UPCOMING EVENTS  and OPPORTUNITIES
	Orientation for New Charter School Administrators and Board Members
	Friday, October 16, 2015, 9:00am-12:30pm: Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Malden, MA (with Remote Participation Possible)
	This 3 ½ hour meeting is intended for any members of a school's administrative team (executive directors, principals, special education and ELL directors, and business managers) or board of trustees who are new to their position. Prior to the meeting ...
	New National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Administrative Review (AR) Process Training for Schools Scheduled for an Administrative Review in School Year 2015-2016
	To address President Obama's goal of providing broadband connectivity to schools, the FCC is has adopted new rules to modernize the E-Rate program. The rules focus on three primary objectives: (1) increasing broadband capacity, (2) cost-effective purc...
	Other General Information about E-Rate


	POLICY UPDATES
	Changes to Massachusetts’ ESEA Flexibility Waiver
	Redefining Low Income - A New Metric for K-12 Education Data
	Just a reminder, two years ago, the United States Department of Agriculture introduced the Community Eligibility Program (CEP) as an option for schools and districts with high concentrations of low income students to provide free breakfast and lunch t...

	ACCOUNTABILITY
	Document Updates
	Renewal 2016
	This year, 14 charter schools have applied for renewal of their public school charters. Information regarding renewal, including a memo explaining the Department’s approach to the renewal process can be found here:
	Volunteer Site Visitors
	The Department seeks volunteers with expertise in classroom instruction, school leadership, and/or school governance to serve as external site visitors on charter school accountability visits. If you are interested in applying to be a site visitor, pl...

	access and equity
	Recruitment and Retention Plans
	RETELL

	Boards of Trustees
	Guidance for Charter School Board Members
	Board Member Management System

	Finance and data
	Superintendent’s Checklist
	FY16 Revision to Waitlist Data Collection

	Charter APPLICATIONS AND expansions
	Charter School Expansion Requests

	Communications and contacts
	Contact You: School and District Profiles and Directory Administration


