
To accompany the petition of Eben S. Draper and another for
biennial sessions of the General Court. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

PROPOSAL
For a Legislative Amendment to the Constitution

to provide for Biennial Sessions of the General
Court.

1 A joint session of the senate and house of repre-
-2 sentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to
3 alter the constitution by the adoption of the fol-
-4 lowing articles of amendment, to the end they
5 may become a part of the constitution if similarly
6 agreed to in joint session of the next general
7 court and approved by the people at the state
8 election next following: —■

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT,

1 (1) Article lof section one of chapter one of
2 Part the Second of the constitution of the com-
-3 monwealth, as amended by Article X of the
4 amendments thereof, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the second paragraph and insert-
-6 ing in place thereof the following: The legis-
-7 lative body shall assemble every two years and
8 shall be styled The General Court of Massachu-
-9 setts.

SENATE No. 62

Che CommontocaltJ) of epassacfnisetts.



SENATE No. 62. [Jan. 19239

10 (2) Article Xof the amendments to the consti-
11 tution is hereby amended by striking out the first
12 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the fol-
13 lowing; —The political year shall begin on the
14 first Wednesday of January, instead of the last
15 Wednesday of May; and the general court shall
16 assemble every two years, beginning in the year
17 nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, on the said
18 first Wednesday of January, and shall proceed,
19 at that session, to make all the elections, and do

20 all the other acts, which are by the constitution
21 required to be made and done at the session which
22 has heretofore commenced on the last Wednesday
23 of May. And the general court shall be dissolved
24 on the day next preceding the first Wednesday
25 of January in the second year following its as-
26 sembling, without any proclamation or other act
27 of the governor. But nothing herein contained
28 shall prevent the general court from assembling
29 at such other times as they shall judge necessary,
30 or when called together by the governor. The
31 governor, lieutenant governor and councillors
32 shall also hold their respective offices for two years
33 next following the first Wednesday of January,
34 and until others are chosen and qualified in their
35 stead.
36 (3) Article LXIV of the amendments to the
37 constitution is hereby amended by striking out
38 section three and inserting in place thereof the
39 following: —Section 3. Beginning in the year
40 nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, the general
41 court shall assemble every two years on the first
42 Wednesday in January.






