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Chap. 131. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH SHALL BE GRANTED A LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE IF ELECTED TO PUBLIC OFFICE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 30 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 

after section 9E the following section: — 
Section 9F. Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to the 

contrary, any person permanently employed by the commonwealth, 
subject to the provisions of section nine B, who holds an elective 
state or county office or who is elected mayor by the people of any 
city in the commonwealth, shall, upon his written request, made 
to the appointing authority, be granted a leave of absence without 
pay from his position or employment for all or for such portion of 
the term for which he was elected, as he may at any time, or from 
time to time, designate, and he shall not be suspended or dis
charged and shall suffer no loss of tenure rights as a result of such 
leave of absence. Approved April 3, 1973. 

Chap. 132. AN ACT RATIFYING AND CONFIRMING THE TAKING BY 
EMINENT DOMAIN BY THE TOWN OF HARDWICK OF 
CERTAIN PERMANENT EASEMENTS IN AND OVER LAND 
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NEW YORK CENTRAL TRANS
PORTATION COMPANY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The action of the town of Hardwick, acting by its 

board of selectmen; in the taking by eminent domain on November 
twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight of permanent 
easements in and over land of the Pennsylvania New York Central 
Transportation Company for the purposes of installing and main
taining a main sewer trunk line connecting a town sewage treat
ment plant, together with the right to install and maintain all 
necessary utility lines and pipes through said land to operate said 
facility, together with a right of way over said railroad company 
land at all times and with all necessary vehicles for the purpose of 
providing access to said facility, said order of taking being recorded 
with the Worcester district registry of deeds in Book 4907, page 
226, is hereby ratified and confirmed as though said town had 
authority to take by eminent domain all of the enumerated ease
ments on said date; provided that said Pennsylvania New York 
Central Transportation Company, or its successors and assigns, 
may bring an action for damages against said town of Hardwick 
for the taking of the aforesaid easements up to and including two 
years from the effective date of this act; and providing further that 
said town shall not enter upon nor construct any sewer or crossing 
or install other utilities within the location of such railroad except 
at such time and in such manner as it may agree upon with said 
railroad, or, in case of failure to agree, as may be approved by the 
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department of public utilities. 
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 5,1973. 

Chap. 133. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE SALE OF CERTAIN 
MOTOR VEHICLES LEFT IN PUBLIC GARAGES. 

Be it enacted, etc:, as follows: 
The first sentence of the fifth paragraph of section 39A of chap

ter 255 of the. General Laws, as amended by chapter 190 of the acts 
of 1968, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 1, the 
word "ninety" and inserting in place thereof the word; — sixty. 

Approved April 5, 1973, 

Chap. 134. AN ACT INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING 
THE LAW RELATIVE TO SELLING, RENTING OR LEASING 
FIREARMS AND OTHER WEAPONS: 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 128 of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the first sentence, as most recently 
amended by section 3 of chapter 456 of the acts of 1971, and in
serting in place thereof the following sentence: — 

Any licensee under a license described in section one hundred 
and twenty-three, and any employee or agent of such licensee, who 
violates any provision of said section required to be expressed in 
the second, fourth, sixth, seventh, eighth or ninth condition of said 
license, and except as provided in section one hundred and twenty-
eight A, any person who, without being licensed as hereinbefore 
provided, sells, rents or leases, or exposes for sale, rental or lease, 
or has in his possession with intent to sell, rent, or lease, a firearm, 
rifle, shotgun or machine gun, or is engaged in business as a gun
smith, shall for the first offense be punished by a fine of not less 
than five hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, and for any 
subsequent offense by imprisonment in the state prison for not 
more than ten years. Approved April 5, 1973. 

Chap. 135. AN ACT INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR ILLEGALLY 
ISSUING PERMITS TO PURCHASE, RENT OR LEASE FIRE
ARMS, RIFLES AND SHOTGUNS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 131A of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the last sentence, as appearing in section 
7 of chapter 296 of the acts of 1959J and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence: — Whoever knowingly issues a permit in 
violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than 


