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Senate, Feb. 27, 1923.

WALTER SHUEBRUK.

SENATE No. 262

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill to provide reimbursement to cities and
towns for loss of taxes on land used for county tuberculosis
hospitals (Senate, No. 98), report recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft
entitled An Act relative to the local taxation of land held
for county tuberculosis hospitals.

For the committee.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Relative to the Local Taxation of Land held for

County Tuberculosis Hospitals.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of tins act
2 would render it inoperative for the current year,
3 contrary to its intent, therefore it is hereby de-
-4 dared to be an emergency law, necessary to the
5 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-eight of the General
2 Laws, as amended in section thirteen by section
3 fifteen of chapter four hundred and eighty-six of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out said sec-
-6 tion thirteen and inserting in place thereof the
7 following:
8 Section 13. In nineteen hundred and twenty-
-9 five and every fifth year thereafter the commis-

10 sioner shall between April first and June first

11 determine as of April first the fair cash value of
12 all land in every town owned by the common-
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13 wealth and used for the purposes of a public
14 institution, a fish hatchery or game preserve, a
15 state military camp ground, or a state forest. He
16 shall between April first and June first in the
17 years nineteen hundred and twenty-three, nine-
-18 teen hundred and twenty-five, and in every fifth
19 year thereafter, determine as of April first the
20 fair cash value of all land in every town held by
21 county commissioners for hospital purposes under
22 sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, of
23 chapter one hundred and eleven. This deter-
-24 ruination shall be in such detail as to lots, sub-
-25 divisions or acreage as the commissioner may
26 deem necessary, and to assist him in making it
27 he may require oral or written information from
28 any officer or agent of the commonwealth or of
29 any county or town therein and from any other
30 inhabitant thereof, and may require such informa-
-31 tion to be on oath. Such officers, agents and per-
-32 sons, so far as able, shall furnish the commis-
-33 sioner with the required information in such form
34 as he may indicate, within fifteen days after
35 being so requested by him.

1 Section 2. Section fourteen of said chapter
2 fifty-eight is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “owns”, in the third line, the words:
4

, or the county commissioners hold, so as to
5 read as follows: —Section 14- The commis-
-6 sioner, under the preceding section, not later
7 than June tenth of each year in which he makes
8 such determination, shall notify the assessors of
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9 each town where the commonwealth owns, or
10 the county commissioners hold, land for the pur-
-11 poses therein named, of his determination of the
12 value of such land in such town. A board of
13 assessors aggrieved by said determination may,
14 within ten days after the date of the notice, apply
15 for a correction thereof to the board of appeal
16 from decisions of the commissioner of corpora-
-17 tions and taxation. Said board shall give a hear-
-18 ing to such assessors not later than July fifteenth
19 following, and shall seasonably notify them and
20 the commissioner of the time and place of the
21 hearing. After the hearing said board of appeal
22 shall notify said board of assessors and the com-
-23 missioner of its finding as to the value of the land
24 in question, and its decision shall be conclusive.

1 Section 3. Said chapter fifty-eight, as
2 amended in section fifteen by section one of
3 chapter two hundred and eighty-two of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out said section
6 fifteen and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-7 ing:
8 Section 15. The valuation determined under
9 the two preceding sections shall be in effect for

10 the purposes of sections seventeen and seventeen
11 A during the year in which such valuation is
12 made and the four succeeding years, and until
13 another valuation is made under said sections,

14 except that the valuation of lands held by county
15 commissioners for hospital purposes as set forth
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16 in section thirteen made in nineteen hundred and
17 twenty-three, shall be in effect for the purposes of
18 section seventeen A in said year and in the suc-
-19 ceeding year; and except further that whenever
20 land is acquired by the commonwealth or by
21 county commissioners for the purposes set forth
22 in section thirteen the commissioner shall adopt
23 the assessed valuation of said land made in the
24 year last preceding such purchase, and such as-
-25 sessed valuation shall be the valuation of the land
26 for the purposes of sections seventeen and sev-
-27 enteen A, until a new valuation is made by the
28 commissioner or by the board of appeal under
29 section thirteen or fourteen; provided that as to
30 land used for a state forest such assessed valua-
-31 tion shall be reduced by deducting therefrom the
32 value of all forest products removed from such
33 land between the first day of April on which it
34 was last assessed and the first day of April in
35 the year for which the reimbursement is to be
36 made, the amount thereof to be certified an-
-37 nually before the first day of May to the com-
-38 missioner by the state forester.

1 Section 4. Said chapter fifty-eight is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section seven-
-3 teen the following new section:
4 Section 17A. The assessors of any town in
5 which county commissioners hold land for the
6 purposes set forth in section thirteen shall assess
7 such land to the county in the annual valuation
8 and tax list at the value determined by the com-
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9 missioner or board of appeal under sections thir-
10 teen or fourteen, or adopted by the commissioner
11 as provided in section fifteen, and at the rax rate
12 of the town for that year. If notification as pro-
13 vided in said section fourteen is not received by
14 the assessors in time to make the assessment in
15 the manner above provided, the land shall be
16 assessed at said value under the provisions of
17 section seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine. The
18 tax bill for land so assessed shall be sent to the
19 county treasurer who shall pay the same from
20 funds available for carrying out the provisions of
21 section eighty-five of said chapter one hundred
22 and eleven, and such payment shall be deemed a
23 part of the cost of hospital maintenance for said
24 year within the meaning of said section eighty-
-25 five.






