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Senate, March 14, 1923.

The committee on Education, to which was referred the
‘tition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 257) of Eben
Draper that the teaching of the Constitution of the United

;ates in the public and private schools be required, reports
accompanying bill (Senate, No. 297

For the committee

GEO. D. CHAMBERLAIN

No. 297SENATE

Cfj c Commontoealtfo of s^asgacinisetts.



[Mar.

Cf)c CommonUiealU) of

2 SENATE No. 297.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
To require Instruction in the Constitution of the

United States in the Public Schools.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter seventy-one
2 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter three
3 hundred and sixty of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by
5 inserting after the word “history”, in the tenth
6 line, the words: and constitution, —so as to
7 read as follows: Section 1 . Every town shall
8 maintain, for at least one hundred and sixty days
9 in each school year unless specifically exempted

10 as to any one year by the department of education,
11 in this chapter called the department, a sufficient
12 number of schools for the instruction of all chil-
-13 dren who may legally attend a public school
14 therein. Such schools shall be taught by teachers
15 of competent ability, and good morals, and shall
16 give instruction and training in orthography,
17 reading, writing, the English language and gram-
-18 mar, geography, arithmetic, drawing, the history
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19 and constitution of the United States, the duties
20 of citizenship, physiology and hygiene, good be-
-21 havior, indoor and outdoor games and athletic
22 exercise. In connection with physiology and hy-
-23 giene, instruction as to the effects of alcoholic
24 drinks and of stimulants and narcotics on the
25 human system, and as to tuberculosis and its
26 prevention, shall be given to all pupils in all
27 schools under public control, except schools main-
-28 tained solely for instruction in particular branches.
29 Such other subjects as the school committee con-
-30 siders expedient may be taught in the public
31 schools.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter sev-
-2 enty-one is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following: —For the same purposes,
4 instruction shall be given in the public schools,
5 beginning not later than the opening of the eighth
6 grade in elementary schools and continuing in the
7 high schools, in the constitution of the United
8 States, —so as to read as follows: Section 2.
9 In all public elementary and high schools Amen-

-10 can history and civics shall be taught as required
11 subjects for the purpose of promoting civic serv-
-12 ice and a greater knowledge thereof, and of fitting
13 the pupils, morally and intellectually, for the
14 duties of citizenship. For the same purposes,
15 instruction shall be given in the public schools,
16 beginning not later than the opening of the eighth
17 grade in elementary schools and continuing in the
18 high schools, in the constitution of the United
19 States.




