SENATE

No. 380

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
Senate, April 27, 1923.

The committee on Highways and Motor Vehicles, to which
was referred so much of the recommendations of the Division
of Highways of the Department of Public Works (House,
No. 137) as relates to amending certain provisions of law
relative to the operation of motor vehicles (House, No. 142),
reports the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 380).
For the committee,
CHARLES M. AUSTIN.
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CJic (Eommontoealtf) of Massachusetts.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT

«

Amending certain Provisions of Law relative to the
Operation of Motor Vehicles.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

follows:
Section 1. Section one of chapter ninety of
the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
out all after the word “registrar” in the seventh
line down to and including the word “public”
in the ninth line; by striking out all after the
word “cycle” in the eleventh line down to and
including the word “operator” in the eighteenth
line; and by striking out, in the forty-sixth line,
the words “other than a chauffeur”, —so as to
read as follows: —Section 1. The following
words used in this chapter shall have the following meanings, unless a different meaning is clearly
apparent from the language or context, or unless
such construction is inconsistent with the manifest intention of the legislature:
“Application”, an application by mail or otherwise to the registrar or any agent designated by
him for the purpose, upon a blank provided by
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19 the registrar, and with which is deposited the fee
20 provided in section thirty-three.
21
“Automobile”, any motor vehicle except a
22 motor cycle.
23
“Dealer”, any person who is engaged prin-24 cipally in the business of buying, selling or ex-25 changing motor vehicles.
26
“Division”, the division of highways of the

27 department of public works, acting officially as
28 a board.
“Garage”, any place where five or more motor
29
30 vehicles are stored or housed at any one time for
31 pay, except only such places in which motor
32 vehicles are kept by the owners thereof without
33 payment for storage.
34
“Intersecting way”, any

way which joins
35 another at an angle, whether or not it crosses the
36 other.
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“Motor cycle”, any motor vehicle having but
two or three wheels in contact with the ground,
and a saddle on which the driver sits astride, or
a platform on which he stands, or any bicycle
having a motor attached thereto and a driving
wheel or wheels in contact with the ground in
addition to the wheels of the bicycle itself.
“Motor vehicles”, automobiles, motor cycles
and all other vehicles propelled by power other
than muscular power, except railroad and railway cars and motor vehicles running only upon
rails or tracks, ambulances, fire engines and
apparatus, police patrol wagons and other vehicles
used by the police department of any city or
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51 town or park board solely for the official business
52 of such department or board, road rollers and
53 street sprinklers.
54
“Non-resident”, any resident of any state or
00

country who has no regular place of abode or
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business in the commonwealth for a period of
more than thirty days in the year.
“Number plate”, the sign or marker furnished
by the registrar on which is displayed the register
number or mark of a motor vehicle assigned to
such motor vehicle by the registrar.
“Operator”, any person who operates a motor
vehicle.

“Persons”, wherever used in connection with
the registration of a motor vehicle, all persons
who own or control such vehicles as owners, or
for the purpose of sale, or for renting, as agents,

68 salesmen or otherwise.
69
“Police officer” or “officer”, any constable or
70 other officer authorized to make arrest or serve
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process, provided he is in uniform or displays his
badge of office.

“Register number”, the number or mark
assigned by the registrar to a motor vehicle,
whether or not such number or mark includes a
letter or letters; and said number or mark, except
on motor cycles, shall always be in separate
Arabic numerals at least four inches in height,
with strokes not less than one half of an inch
in width.
“Registrar”, the registrar of motor vehicles.
“Thickly settled or business district”, the
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territory contiguous to any way which is built
up with structures devoted to business, or the
territory contiguous to any way where the dwelling houses are situated at such distances as will
average less than two hundred feet between them
for a distance of a quarter of a mile or over.
“Trailer”, a vehicle used for carrying passengers for hire or commodities in connection with
commerce and having no motive power of its
own, but which is drawn by a motor vehicle. It
shall not include a pair of wheels commonly used
as an implement for other purposes than trailsportation.

“Way”, any public highway, private way laid
out under authority of statute, way dedicated to
public use, or way under the control of park commissioners or body having like powers.

Section 2. Said chapter ninety, as amended
1
2 in section five by section two of chapter three

3 hundred and three of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-two, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out said section five and inserting in place
6 thereof the following: —Section 5. Every manu-7 facturer of or dealer in motor vehicles or trailers,
8 every manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicle
9 bodies and tops and every person engaged in the
10 business of repairing motor vehicles, instead of
11 registering each such vehicle owned or controlled
12 by him, may make application for a general dis-13 tinguishing number or mark; and the registrar,
14 if satisfied of the facts stated in the application,
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15 may issue to the applicant a certificate of registra-16 tion containing the name and business address of

17 the applicant and the general distinguishing num-18 ber or mark assigned to him, and made in such
19 form and containing such further information as
20 the registrar may determine; and all motor ve-21 hides or trailers owned or controlled by such
22 manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicles or
23 trailers, by such manufacturer of or dealer in
24 motor vehicle bodies and tops or by persons en-25 gaged in the business of repairing motor vehicles
26 shall be regarded as registered under such general
27 distinguishing number or mark until sold or let
28 for hire or loaned for a period of more than five
29 successive days; provided that number plates
30 furnished as hereinafter provided are properly dis-31 played thereon. The registrar shall furnish at his
32 office without charge to every manufacturer of or
33 dealer in automobiles or trailers whose vehicles
34 are registered in accordance with this section
35 three pairs, and to every dealer in motor cycles
36 whose vehicles are registered in accordance with
37 this section five pairs of number plates of suitable
38 design having displayed upon them the register
39 number which is assigned to the motor vehicles
40 of such manufacturer or dealer, with a different
41 letter or letters or mark on each pair of number
42 plates, which shall, except as provided by section
43 nine, be valid only for the year for which they are
44 issued, and to each manufacturer of or dealer in
45 motor vehicle bodies or tops or person engaged in
46 the business of repairing motor vehicles one pair
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47 of number plates of suitable design having dis-

-48 played upon them the distinguishing number or
49 mark assigned to him. Every registration under
50 this section shall expire at midnight on December
51 thirty-first in each year.
1
Section 3. Section eight of said chapter
2 ninety, as amended by section one of chapter four

3 hundred and three of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out all after the word “vehicle” in the
6 twenty-first line down to and including the word
7 “age” in the twenty-third line; by striking out,
8 in the twenty-third line, the word “also”; by
9 striking out, in the thirtieth line, the words
10 “and chauffeurs”; and by adding at the end
11 thereof the following: —-Every application filed
12 under this section shall be sworn to by the ap-13 plicant before a justice of the peace or notary
14 public,
so as to read as follows:
Section 8.
15 Application for license to operate motor vehicles
16 may be made by any person; but before such a
17 license is granted the applicant shall pass such
18 examination as to his qualifications as the regis-19 trar shall require, and no license shall be issued
20 until the registrar or his authorized agent is satis-21 fled that the applicant is a proper person to re-22 ceive it, and no such license shall be issued to any
23 person under sixteen years of age. To each
24 licensee shall be assigned some distinguishing
25 number or mark, and the licenses issued shall be
26 in such form as the registrar shall determine.
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27 They may contain special restrictions and limi-28 tations concerning the type of motor, horse
29 power, design and other features of the motor
30 vehicles which the licensee may operate. They
31 shall contain the distinguishing number or mark
32 assigned to the licensee, his name, place of resi-33 dence and address, a brief description of him for
34 purposes of identification, and such other in-35 formation as the registrar shall deem necessary.
36 A person to whom a license to operate motor
37 vehicles has been issued, unless such license
38 contains a special limitation or restriction, may
39 operate any registered motor vehicle. Special
40 licenses shall be issued to operators of motor-41 propelled fire apparatus who are members of a
42 municipal fire department. Every person li-43 censed to operate motor vehicles as aforesaid
44 shall endorse his usual signature on the margin
45 of the license, in the space provided for the pur-46 pose, immediately upon the receipt of said license,
47 and such license shall not be valid until so en-48 dorsed. All licenses issued to operators shall be
49 valid for one year only from the date of issue.
50 Every application filed under this section shall be
51 sworn to by the applicant before a justice of the
52 peace or notary public.
Section 4. Section ten of said chapter ninety
1
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the fourth
3 and fifth lines and in the eighth line, the words
4 “chauffeur or”, by striking out, in the eleventh
5 line, the words “chauffeurs and”, and by striking
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6 out all after the word "registrar” in the twenty-7 eighth line down to and including the word “do”
8 in the thirtieth line, —so as to read as follows:
9 Section 10. No person shall operate a motor
10 vehicle upon any way unless licensed under this
11 chapter, except as is otherwise herein provided;
12 but this section shall not prevent the operation of
13 motor vehicles by unlicensed persons if riding
14 with or accompanied by a licensed operator,
15 excepting only persons who have been licensed
16 and whose licenses are not in force because of
17 revocation or suspension, persons whose right to
18 operate has been suspended by the registrar, and
19 persons less than sixteen years of age; but such
20 licensed operator shall be liable for the violation
21 of any provision of this chapter, or of any regula-22 tion made in accordance herewith, committed
23 by such unlicensed operator; provided, that the
24 examiners of operators, in the employ of the
25 registrar, when engaged in their official duty, shall
26 not be liable for the acts of any person who is
27 being examined. During the period within which
28 a motor vehicle of a non-resident may be operated
29 on the ways of the commonwealth in accordance
30 with section three, such vehicle may be operated
31 by its owner or by his chauffeur or employee
32 without a license from the registrar if the operator
33 is duly licensed under the laws of the state in
34 which he resides, or has complied fully with the
35 laws of the state of his residence respecting the
36 licensing of operators of motor vehicles; but if
37 any such non-resident or his chauffeur or em-
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38 ployee be convicted by any court or trial justice of
39 violating any provision of the laws of the com-

-40 monwealth relating to motor vehicles or to the
41 operation thereof, whether or not he appeals, he
42 shall be thereafter subject to and required to
43 comply with all the provisions of this chapter
44 relating to the registration of motor vehicles
45 owned by residents of the commonwealth and the
46 licensing of the operators thereof. A record of
47 the trial shall be sent forthwith by the court or
48 trial justice to the registrar. This section shall
49 apply to the operation of all vehicles propelled
50 by power other than muscular power, except
51 railroad and railway cars, road rollers, and motor
52 vehicles running only upon rails or tracks.

m

1
Section 5. Section twelve of said chapter
2 ninety is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 second line, the word “specially”, —so as to read
4 as follows: —Section 12. No person shall em-5 ploy for hire as a chauffeur any person not licensed
6 in accordance with this chapter. No person shall
7 allow a motor vehicle owned by him or under his
8 control to be operated by any person who has no
9 legal right so to do, or in violation of this chapter.
1
Section 6. Section twenty-two of said chap-2 ter ninety is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 the fourth and eleventh lines, where they occur,
4 the words “or chauffeur”, —so as to read as
5 follows;
Section 22. The registrar may suspend

6 or revoke any certificate of registration or any
7 license issued under this chapter, after due hear-

«
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8 ing, for any cause which he may deem sufficient,
9 and he may suspend the license of any operator or
10 the certificate of registration of any motor cycle
11 in his discretion and without a hearing, and may
12 order the license or registration certificate to be
13 delivered to him, whenever he has reason to

14 believe that the holder thereof is an improper or
15 incompetent person to operate motor vehicles, or

16 is operating improperly or so as to endanger the
17 public; and neither the certificate of registration
18 nor the license shall be reissued unless, upon
19 examination or investigation, or after a hearing,
20 the registrar determines that the operator should
21 again be permitted to operate. The registrar,
22 under the same conditions and for the same causes,
23 may also suspend the right of any person to op-24 erate motor vehicles in the commonwealth under
25 section ten until he shall have received a license
26 from the registrar.
Section 7. Section twenty-nine of said chap1
-2 ter ninety is hereby amended by striking out, in

3 the thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth lines, the
so that the last sentence
4 words "or chauffeur”,
5 in said section will read as follows:
No operator
6 whose license is revoked under this section shall
7 be licensed again within six months after the date
8 of the suspension, nor thereafter except in the
9 discretion of the registrar.
Section 8. Section thirty of said chapter
1
2 ninety is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “originals”, in the eighth line, the following
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Certified copies of records of
4 new sentence:
5 the registrar attested by the registrar or his
6 authorized agent shall be received as evidence in

7 any court in this commonwealth to prove the
so as to read as fol8 facts contained therein,
Section 30. A proper record of all appli-9 lows:
-10 cations and of all certificates and licenses issued
11 shall be kept by the registrar at his main office,
12 and such records shall be open to the inspection
13 of any person during reasonable business hours.
14 The registrar may issue a certified copy, attested
15 by him or his authorized agent, of any certificate
16 of registration or of any license to operate motor
17 vehicles which may have been lost or mutilated,
18 upon the written request of the person entitled
19 thereto; and such certified copies shall have the
20 same force and effect as the originals. Certified
21 copies of records of the registrar, attested by the
22 registrar or his authorized agent, shall be received
23 as evidence in any court in this commonwealth
24 to prove the facts contained therein. The regis-25 trar may destroy applications under this chapter
26 and copies of the licenses and certificates of regis-27 tration issued by him, and all letters reporting
28 accidents or papers relating thereto, excepting
29 those of the then current year and the year next
30 preceding. He may destroy or dispose of any
31 obsolete number plates and forms which, in his
32 opinion, are no longer of any value to the com-33 monwealth, and may destroy examination papers
34 or the answers given by the applicants for licenses
35 when the same have become of no value or when

m
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36 the licenses applied for have been granted. He
37 may also destroy all records of convictions of
38 persons charged with violation of the laws re-39 lating to motor vehicles unless such convictions
40 are final convictions under section twenty-four,
41 excepting those of the then current year and the
42 two years next preceding.
1
Section 9. Said chapter ninety, as amended
2 in section thirty-three by section two of chap-3 ter four hundred and three of the acts of nine-4 teen hundred and twenty-one, is hereby further

5 amended by striking out said section thirty-6 three and inserting in place thereof the fol-7 lowing:
8
Section S3. The registrar or his authorized
9 agents shall collect fees as follows:
10 For the registration of every motor cycle, five
11 dollars.

For the registration of every motor truck owned
12
13 by a city or town in the commonwealth, and
14 used solely for municipal business, two dollars.

15 For the registration of every other motor
16 truck, and of every trailer and commercial
17 motor vehicle used solely as such, a fee based on
18 carrying capacity according to the following
19 schedule:
$lO
.
.
20 Capacity of one ton or less .
20
.
21 Capacity of two tons and over one ton
30
22 Capacity of three tons and over two tons
four
40
tons and over three tons
23 Capacity of
Capacity
of
five
tons and over four tons .
50
24
.

.

.
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For any capacity over five tons, fifty dollars
26 for the first five tons and an additional amount
27 of ten dollars for each additional ton or part
28 thereof.
29
For all trailers equipped with non-resilient
30 metal tires, double the above fees shall be col-31 lected, and for electric motor trucks and electric
32 commercial vehicles used solely as such, and for
33 all trailers equipped with pneumatic or resilient
34 metal tires, one half of the above fees shall be
35 collected.
36 For the registration of every automobile ac
37 cording to the following schedule
38 Less than thirty horse power, ten dollars
Thirty or more, but less than forty horse
39
40 power, fifteen dollars.
Forty or more, but less than fifty horse power,
41
42 twenty dollars
43 Fifty horse power and above, twenty-five
25

44 dollars.

45

46
47

48
49
50

51
52
53
54

55
56

For the registration of the motor vehicles or
trailers owned by or under the control of a manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicles or trailers
if such person operates upon the public ways
not more than three automobiles, thirty dollars,
and ten dollars for every automobile in excess of
three up to and including ten, and two dollars for
every automobile in excess of ten so operated.
For the registration of the motor cycles owned
by or under the control of a manufacturer of or
dealer in motor cycles who does not manufacture
or deal in automobiles, including five pairs of
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57 number plates to be furnished with the certificate
58 of registration, ten dollars.
59
For the registration of motor vehicles owned

60 by or under the control of a manufacturer of or
61 dealer in motor vehicle bodies or tops or a per-62 son engaged in the business of repairing motor
63 vehicles, including one pair of number plates to
64 be furnished with the certificate of registration,
65 twenty-five dollars, and for every such additional
66 registration, including number plates, twenty
67 dollars.
68
For the registration of every motor vehicle
69 owned by a non-resident who applies for registra-

tion under section three, and for the registration
of every motor vehicle or trailer, by an owner,
and of the motor vehicles owned by or under the
control of a manufacturer of or dealer in motor
vehicles, a manufacturer of or dealer in motor
vehicle bodies or tops or a person engaged in the
76 business of repairing motor vehicles, who applies
77 therefor during the period beginning with the
78 first day of October and ending on the thirty-79 first day of December in any year, in accordance
SO with section two or section four, one half of the
81 foregoing fees.
For the registration of every motor vehicle
82
83 owned by a non-resident residing within fifteen
84 miles of the boundary of the commonwealth,
85 under section four, two dollars.
86 For the substitution of the registration of an
87 automobile for that of a vehicle previously reg-88 istered, in accordance with section two, two

-70
71
72
73
74
75

89 dollars.
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For the substitution of the registration of a
91 motor cycle for that of a motor cycle previously
92 registered, in accordance with section two, one
93 dollar.
94 For every license to operate motor vehicles or
95 any renewal thereof, two dollars, but no fee shall
96 be collected for the renewal of a license to operate
97 motor-propelled fire apparatus.
98 For every examination given to an applicant
99 for a license or for the renewal of a license to
100 operate motor vehicles, two dollars.
101
For every additional copy of a certificate of
102 registration or license, one dollar.
103
For every certified copy of any application or
104 notice filed with the registrar and for every cer105 tified copy of a certificate of registration or
106 license, one dollar.
107 For every additional automobile number plate
108 furnished to replace such plates as have been
109 lost or mutilated or are illegible and for every
110 additional motor cycle number plate furnished
111 to a manufacturer of or dealer in motor cycles
112 whose business requires more than five pairs of
113 such plates, one dollar.
The registrar or his authorized agents may,
114
115 however, furnish without charge copies of cer116 tificates of registration and licenses to operate,
117 and copies of other documents relating thereto,
118 to officers of the commonwealth or of any court
119 thereof or of a city or town therein; and the
120 registrar may issue certificates of registration

90
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121 for motor vehicles and licenses to operate the

122 same to any member of the foreign diplomatic
123 corps without the payment of the fees therefor.
124
One of the employees of the registrar shall be
125 a justice of the peace, who shall administer any
126 oath required by this chapter without any
127 charge therefor; and the charge by any other
12S officer for the administration of an oath to the
129 truth of the facts stated in an application under
130 this chapter shall not exceed twenty-five cents.
1
Section 10. This act shall take effect January
-2
first, nineteen hundred and twenty-four.
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