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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CORPORATIONS AND TAXATION DIRECTED TO INVESTIGATE CHANGES IN THE PAYMENT
OF LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES AS REQUIRED
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 17
OF THE RESOLVES OF 1930.
[Taxation.]

State House, Boston, December 3, 1930.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
Chapter 17 of Resolves of 1930 is as follows
Resolve

providing

for

an Investigation

of Payment of

relative to the

Time

Local Taxes.

Resolved, That the commissioner of corporations and taxation is
hereby directed to investigate relative to the advisability and expediency of requiring the payment of local taxes on real and personal
property to be made in two or more instalments, with a view to reducing interest charges on municipal loans made in anticipation of
revenue, and to report the results of his investigation to the general
court by filing his recommendations, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to effect the same, with the clerk of the senate on or before
the first Wednesday in December of the current year. [Approved
April 8, 1930.

The resolve directs the Commissioner of Corporations
and Taxation to consider the advisability of making two
or more payments on real and personal property taxes
in each year. This indicates a legislative intent to have
the payments compulsory and not optional. The resolve
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implies a further legislative intent to require more frequent
local tax payments so as to stimulate all local financial
activities, with the objective of reducing interest charges
on municipal loans made in anticipation of revenue.
It is strikingly apparent that something must be done
to aid in every possible way the local property taxpayer.
Through town meetings and duly elected representatives
in the city governments the local property taxpayer can
control in a considerable measure the amount of appropriations and subsequent expenditures which are to be
made in behalf of him and his fellow taxpayers for his
local governmental needs. This sum, which is theoretically
determinable by the local taxpayer, is the amount which
it is necessary to raise each year from the taxpayers who
are in possession of taxable property. In addition to these
charges which the local taxpayer annually through these
duly constituted governmental bodies inflicts upon himself, there are added other charges which it is necessary to
meet, and which are beyond annual control of the taxpayer. These charges grow out of enterprises engaged in
during previous years for which money has been borrowed
and which constitute an annual requirement for interest
and debt reduction. It also becomes necessary to borrow
money in anticipation of collections even for current year
activities. The local taxpayer is also subjected to annual
charges over which he has but little or no control for
established activities of government, such as schools and
fire and police protection. To these necessary functions
of local governments have been added, item by item,
numerous activities which have developed into large
revenue eaters that in their accumulation are bearing with
great severity on the possessor of local taxable property.
It is certain that any one familiar with the taxation
difficulties facing the local property owner is not in need
of legislative mandate to prompt him to find some relief,
however small it may be, for the persons now called upon
to pay the constantly mounting municipal taxes. It is
my belief that every possible legislative enactment should
be adopted that can even in a small measure assist the
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local property taxpayer. With the legislative mandate
in mind, as well as a very strong personal feeling, intensified by experience that assistance by way of legislative
enactment should be extended to the payer of city and
town taxes, I have to recommend the following:
The Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation recommends the passage of a law which will provide for the
assessment of taxes as of January first in each year, and
the payment of taxes as of July first and October first of
each year, with the further provision that partial payments of these taxes can be accepted by the duly qualified
collector of taxes at any time throughout the year. A
bill which, if enacted, will accomplish this is submitted
herewith in accordance with the resolve which provides
that such a draft shall be submitted.
In operation this will prompt the local assessor of taxes
to use the first six months of the year for the purpose of
determining the taxable property of each city and town
taxpayer. It will permit, also, of the issuing of tax bills
seasonably in the spring, so that the taxpayer will have
ample warning of the amount which his municipality is
to demand of him for the current year. These bills can
be issued with two stubs, one stub indicating one half
payment, to be made as of July first, and the remaining
stub to indicate the payment to be made as of October
first. This will not necessitate any substantial additional
work on the part of the assessors and collectors, who now
send out one bill with one stub. The expenses of collection or assessment will in no way be substantially added
to because of the requirement necessitating two payments
in each year instead of one.
This will permit the municipalities a sufficient sum of
money to accrue for their needs at least from July 1 of
each year to the end of the calendar year. The first six
months of the year can in large part be taken care of in a
financial way by the early commitment of the motor
excise tax bills and the poll tax bills. It probably will not
be possible for all communities to go without borrowing
money, but there never should be a time, if this proposal
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becomes a law, when a community would have to borrow
for a period in excess of ninety days. In connection with
this the present practice of many municipal treasurers of
borrowing a large amount at the beginning of the year
much more than they need, and leaving it on deposit to
draw on from time to time
would be discouraged. It
would be highly necessary in the working out of a plan
which will reduce some of the tax burden occasioned by
the borrowing of money that the hearty co-operation of
the local financial officers be generated. The experience
of the last two years has forcibly brought home the expense
which is frequently put upon the community by unwise
borrowing on the part of local financial officers. In the
year 1929 the rates charged cities and towns for money
ran as high as 6 per cent, although at the end of the year
they receded to 3.60 per cent. This meant that the
municipality that borrowed all of its money needed at the
beginning of the year did not have advantage of the low
rates prevailing at the latter part of the period in which
they might have needed some money. It would seem to
be clear, without demonstration, that the communities
should borrow only sufficient money to take care of their
current needs, and borrow at the market. If large sums
are borrowed with the theory that the rates are going
higher, the local financial officer is really entering upon a
gamble instead of upon a sound financial borrowing transaction. In the long run it is easily proven that even where
interest is paid on a deposit, the local financial officer who
borrows more than he needs, regardless of rate, is adding
unnecessarily to the local taxpayer’s burden. In 1930
rates were as high as 5 per cent, and those who borrowed
early for the entire year, as many of them did, lost the
advantage of rates which during the latter part of the
borrowing period of 1930 approached almost a constant
of a little rising 2 per cent. In connection with an investigation made by me respecting the borrowing by cities and
towns, it was found that in some communities the banks
have financed the loans for the community in a way which
brought no additional interest charge to the municipality,
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but the outstanding town obligation was greater than
the cash received by the municipality, according to its
own records. It goes without saying that this practice
was not very widespread, and that it should not be continued. It is quite likely in 1929 that something rising
four millions of dollars was added as an additional burden
on the local taxpayer because of money borrowed in anticipation of taxes. In the year 1930, because the rates have
been generally lower, it is quite likely that the amount
added to the taxpayer by way of this increased burden
was nearly cut in halves. The rates of 1930, however,
cannot be presumed to prevail over a period of years, and
while it may be a long period before the high rates of 1929
will again prevail, it is certain that something close to
$4,000,000 will each year be put upon the shoulders of the
taxpayers unless something along the lines of the proposal
here made is enacted into law. To the end that the local
taxpayer shall be obliged to carry only what is absolutely
necessary for the proper conduct of his municipality, it
should be the endeavor of all persons having locally to
do with money transactions to cut at every possible
opportunity.
There are many advantages accruing from a semi-annual
collection of taxes which are so apparent that they need
not be recorded here. It is well known that under the
present system a number of our cities must operate eleven
months of the year on borrowed money, and all of our
towns now operate approximately for ten months on
borrowed money. This means that a considerable amount
of taxation must be employed for the payment of interest
on these temporary loans. This, without question, should
be corrected, and the legislative enactment indicates an
intent that it shall be. One of the greatest benefits that
would result from a semi-annual collection of taxes would
be in making it possible for the taxpayer more easily to
meet his tax bill. The average home owner finds it necessary to borrow money for the construction of his dwelling,
and has become accustomed to pay interest charges and
other expenses growing out of property ownership by
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instalments. The home owner, therefore, will find it less
difficult to raise half the amount of the tax on his property
the early part of the year, and the other half the latter
part of the year. In the past, when the tax was small, it
was not so difficult for the home owner, but today, with
the great increase in municipal expenditures, which unfortunately shows no indication of decrease, the tax alone
on the average home owner really amounts to a material
monthly rent. If this living cost could be paid in two
payments it could but result in large benefit to the taxpayer, and at the same time would make available funds
for the carrying on of governmental activities without
resorting to loans. It is probably of some financial disturbance when under the present law large sums of money
are drawn from the banks and from the uses to which they
put money, all at the one tax-paying time of the year.
Payment of taxes in two instalments, with a provision of
partial payments for the last six months of the year, will
make the withdrawal from the banks much less in amount
as of a given time than under the present law. To say, in
round figures, that two hundred millions of dollars must
be drawn from the banks as of November first of each year
to pay local tax bills, indicates a very large volume of
money which at least temporarily is drawn away from
the uses to which it ought to be put. While it might occur
to some that payments at periods more frequently than
twice a year would be desirable, it is clear to me after an
investigation that the majority of the communities are in
no way adjusted to the payment of taxes at periods any
more frequent than a payment as of July first and as of
October first. The provision for partial payment is purely
for the purpose of allowing the poorer taxpayers to accumulate through monthly, or even weekly, deposits with
the local collector money against the day when the tax
becomes due, either as of July first or as of October first.
The machinery of collecting taxes in a community which
has a large number of taxpayers prevents the adoption of
practices employed in business where monthly bills are
sent out. Monthly business bills go out on the theory of
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services rendered which can be readily determined. Tax
bills go out on the theory of exaction for property held
on a day certain, indicating the ability of the taxpayer to
contribute to the payment of municipal government
activities. They are not comparable.
The recommendation here made is only done after a
very careful investigation. It is my earnest belief, therefore, that the assessment of property as of January first
is going to be of real help to the business life of Massachusetts. The payment of taxes in two instalments is in my
opinion going to be very helpful to the taxpayer. It is
also going to reduce in part the tax burden which he now
has to carry, and is not going to add any tax burden, to
any appreciable amount, because of additional expenditure
on the part of the local authorities to assess and collect
taxes at two periods throughout the year. In addition to
this, it is going to stimulate, in those communities that
need it, a better handling of the municipal obligations
that accrue to those who assume the duties of conducting
the activities of our municipalities. The following bill is
respectfully submitted with the unqualified belief that
it will materially help in the efforts of Massachusetts to
put its tax structure on a proper footing.
Respectfully your

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to change the Date for the Assessment of Local
Taxes and the Establishment of Due Dates.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
1

2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10

1

Section 1. Section two of chapter fifty-eight of
the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
said section and inserting the following new section:
Section 2. The commissioner shall annually, on or
about January first, forward to each board of assessors
a list of all corporations known to him to be liable on
said day to taxation under chapters fifty-nine, sixty
A, and sixty-three, with such other information as in
his judgment will assist them in the assessment of
taxes.
Section 2. Section three of chapter fifty-eight of
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
the words in the first line, “before April”, and insertabout January,
so as to read as
ing the words:
follows;
Section 3. The commissioner shall annually, on or about January first, furnish to each board
of assessors all the information relating to the assessment, valuation and ownership of property taxable
in their town that has come into possession of his department, particularly under chapter sixty-five. He

2 the

3
-4

5
-6

7
-8
9
-10
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11 shall give to said assessors any further instruction and
12 supervision as to their duties needed to secure uniform
13 assessment and just taxation, and to equalize the
14 valuation of property for purposes of state, county and
15 local taxation.

Section 3. Section eight of chapter fifty-eight of
1
2 the General Laws as most recently amended by chapter
3 two hundred and eighty-three of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-three is hereby further amended
5 by striking out said section and inserting the following
6 new section:

Section 8. Whenever it appears to the commi
8 sioner that at the end of two years from January first
9 of the year of commitment of any warrant to a collec10 tor any taxes upon such warrant remain uncollected,
11 or if collected have not been turned over to the town
12 treasurer, the commissioner shall within three months
13 bring the matter to the attention of the attorney
14 general, who may bring or cause to be brought an
15 action of contract in the name of the town against the
16 collector and upon his bond, in the superior court for
17 the county where the town lies. Any amount re-18 covered under this section shall be paid into the
19 treasury of the town in whose name the action is
20 prosecuted; but all reasonable expenses incurred by
21 the attorney general in any such action shall be borne
22 by the town, and may be recovered from it by the
23 commonwealth in contract. If in the opinion of the
24 commissioner any such taxes should be abated, he
25 may at any time after the expiration of said two years
26 authorize the assessors, in writing, to abate any part
27 or the whole of such taxes, either by items or by abate-28 ment of a sum total, stated in such written authoriza-
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29 tion. The assessors may thereupon make the abate-30 ment authorized and enter the same in their record of
31 abatements, making reference in said record to such
32 authorization as the cause or reason for the abatement.
1
2
3
4
5
6

7
8
9
10

11
12

13
14

15
-16
17
18
-19
-20
-21
-22

-23
24

25
26

-27
28
29

Section 4. Section thirteen of chapter fifty-eight
of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter two hundred and seventy-one of the acts of
nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further
amended by striking out said section and inserting
the following new section:
Section 13. In nineteen hundred and thirty-five
and in every fifth year thereafter the commissioner
shall between January first and June first determine
as of January first the fair cash value of all land in
every town owned by the commonwealth and used
for the purposes of a public institution, a fish hatchery
or game preserve, a state military camp ground or a
state forest; and he shall between January first and
June first in the year nineteen hundred and thirtyfive and in every fifth year thereafter, determine as of
January first the fair cash value of all land in every
town held by county commissioners for hospital purposes under sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and eleven. This determination shall be in such detail as to lots, subdivisions or acreage as the commissioner may deem necessary, and to assist him in making it he may require
oral or written information from any officer or agent
of the commonwealth or of any county or town therein
and from any other inhabitant thereof, and may require such information to be on oath. Such officers,
agents and persons, so far as able, shall furnish the
commissioner with the required information in such
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30 form as he may indicate, within fifteen days after being
31 so requested by him.
1
2

t

3
-4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

Section 5. Section fifteen of chapter fifty-eight of
the General Laws as most recently amended by chapter
four hundred and sixteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty, is hereby further amended in the
proviso by striking out said proviso and inserting the
following to read as follows:
provided, that as to
land used for a state forest such assessed valuation
shall be reduced by deducting therefrom the value of
all forest products removed from such land between
January first on which it was last assessed and January
first in the year for which the reimbursement is to be
made, the amount thereof to be certified annually
before February first to the commissioner by the state

14 forester.
1

Section 6. Sections sixteen and nineteen of chap-2 ter fifty-eight of the General Laws are hereby amended
3 by striking out the word August wherever it appears
May,
4 and inserting the word:
‘ ‘

”

Section 7. Sections twenty-one, twenty-four and
1
2 twenty-six of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws

3 are hereby amended by striking out the word “April”
4 wherever it appears and inserting the word:
5 January,
»

1

Section 8. Section six of chapter fifty-nine of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 words “in September” and inserting the words:
on
4 July first,

12
1

2
3
4
5

1

2
3
-4

5
6
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Section 9. Sections eight, nine, ten and eleven of
chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws, as most
recently amended, are hereby further amended by
striking out the word “April” wherever it appears and
January,
inserting the word:
Section 10. Section eighteen of chapter fifty-nine
of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter two hundred and twenty of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty, is hereby further amended by
striking out in said section wherever it appears the
January,
word “April” and inserting the word:

Section 11. Sections nineteen and twenty-one of
2 chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws are hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “April” wherever
January,
4 it appears and inserting the word:
1

1

-2
3
4

5
6

7
8
9

10
11

12
-13
14

15
-16

Section 12. Section twenty-nine of chapter fiftynine of the General Laws is hereby further amended by
striking out the last two sentences and inserting the
It shall also require all persons, except
following:
corporations making returns to the commissioner of
insurance as required by section thirty-eight of chapter
one hundred and seventy-six, to bring in to the
assessors before a date therein specified, which shall
not be later than March first following, unless the
assessors for cause shown extend the time to April first,
true lists, similarly itemized, of all real and personal
estate held by them respectively for literary, temperance, benevolent, charitable or scientific purposes on
January first preceding, or at the election of any such
corporation on the last day of its fiscal year last preceding said January first, and to state the amount of

1931.]

SENATE

No. 9.

13

17 receipts and expenditures for said purposes during the
18 year last preceding said days. The notice shall contain
19 the provisions of section thirty-four.
1

-2
3
4

5
6

Section 13. Sections thirty-three, forty-five, fiftynine, seventy-three, seventy-four, and eighty-four of
chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws as most recently
amended are hereby further amended by striking out
the word “April” wherever it occurs and inserting the
January,
word:

Section 14. Section thirty-nine of chapter fifty1
-2 nine of the General Laws as most recently amended by

3 chapter four hundred and sixteen of the acts of nine-4 teen hundred and thirty is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the word “June” and inserting the word:
March,
6
1

2
3
4
5
1
2

3
4

I

5

Section 15. Section forty-one of chapter fifty-nine
of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
out the word “June” and, inserting, the word:
and by striking out the word “April” and
March,
inserting the word:
January,
Section 16. Sections forty-seven and forty-nine
of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws as most
recently amended are hereby further amended by
striking out the word “October” wherever it occurs
July,
and inserting the word:

Section 17. Section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-2 nine of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further
1
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5 amended by striking out said section and inserting
6 the following new section.

7 Section 57. Taxes shall be payable in every city,
8 town and district in which the same are assessed, in
9 two equal instalments, on July first and on October
10 first of each year, and bills for the same shall be sent
11 out not later than June fourteenth of each year. On

12 all taxes remaining unpaid after the expiration of
13 seventeen days from June fourteenth as to the first
14 half and September fourteenth as to the second half,
15 interest shall be paid at the following rates computed

from July first or October first, as the case may be, at
the rate of six per cent per annum on all taxes, and,
by way of penalty, at the additional rate of two per
cent per annum on the amount of all taxes in excess of
two hundred dollars assessed to any taxpayer in any
one city or town, if such taxes remain unpaid after the
expiration of three months from the date on which
they become payable. Bills for taxes assessed under
24 section seventy-five shall be sent out not later than
25 December twenty-sixth and such taxes shall be payable
26 not later than December thirty-first. If they remain
27 unpaid after that date, interest shall be paid at the
28 rates above specified, computed from December
29 thirty-first until the date of payment, but if in any
30 case the tax bill is sent out later than December
31 twenty-sixth said taxes shall be payable not later than
32 ten days from the day on which said bill is sent out,
33 and interest shall be computed from the fifteenth day
34 following the day when the tax becomes due. In all
35' cases when interest is payable it shall be added to and
36 become a part of the tax. Poll taxes shall be due at the
37 expiration of fourteen days from the day on which
38 the poll tax bill is sent out.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
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Section 18. Section eighty-three of chapter fiftynine of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the word “July” and inserting the word:
and by striking out the word “April” and
April,
inserting the word:
January,
Section 19. Sections eighty-five and eighty-six of
chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws are hereby
amended by striking out the words “September” and
“October” wherever they occur and inserting the
word:
July,
Section 20. Section three of chapter sixty of the
General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen
hundred and twenty-six, is hereby further amended
by striking out the word “April” wherever it occurs
and inserting the word:
and by striking
January,
out the words “September second” and inserting the
June first,
words:
—

1
Section 21. Section sixteen of chapter sixty of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the

3 word “April” and inserting the word:

1
2

-3
-4

5
-6
7
8
9

January,

Section 22. Section seventeen of chapter sixty of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter one hundred and twenty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further
amended by striking out all of said section and inserting the following new section:
Section 17. If any tax, betterment or special
assessment remains unpaid fourteen days after demand
therefor, the collector within one year from July first
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10 of the year of assessment shall collect all such taxes
11 and assessments, together with all incidental charges
12 and fees in the manner provided by law.

Section 23. Section thirty-seven of chapter sixty
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
Janu3 the w ord “April” and inserting the word:
out
the
word
“October”
and
and
by
striking
-4 ary,
July,
5 inserting the word:
1

r

Section 24. Section thirty-eight of chapter sixty
of
the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
2
3 the word “September” and inserting the word:
1

4 July,

-

1

Section 25. Section fifty-one of chapter sixty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the word “April” and inserting the word:
Janu-4

ary,—

Section 26. Section fifty-nine of chapter sixty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the word “January” and inserting the word:

1

4 October,
1
2

3
4
-5

Section 27. Section one hundred and five of
chapter sixty of the General Laws is hereby amended
by striking out the word “April” in forms numbered
five, six, fourteen, eighteen and twenty-two and insorting the word;
January,

Section 28. Section three of chapter sixty-one of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 chapter three hundred and sixty of the acts of nineteen
1
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4 hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the word “May” and inserting the

and by striking out the words
February,
6 word;
December
7 “April first” and inserting the words:
8 thirty-first,
Section 29. Section forty-nine of chapter sixtytwo
of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-2
-3 ing out the word “April” and inserting the word:
1

4 January,
Section 30. Section fifty of chapter sixty-two of
1
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out

3 the word “September” and inserting the word:
4 June,
and by striking out the word “December”
September,
5 and inserting the word:
1

2
3
4

5
-6

1

2
3
4
5
6

Section 31. Section three of chapter sixty-three
of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter three hundred and forty-three of the acts of
nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further
amended by striking out the word “April” and inserting the word:
January,
Section 32. Section five of chapter sixty-three of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter four hundred and sixteen of the acts of nineteen
hundred and thirty, is hereby further amended by
striking out the word “April” and inserting the word:
January,

Section 33. Section thirty of chapter sixty-three
2of the General Laws, in paragraph ( b ) of clause four,
1
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4
-5
6
1
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3
4

5
6

1
2

3
-4

5
6
7
8
1

2
3

4

5
-6

as most recently amended by chapter two
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hundred and

fifty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and twentyseven, is hereby further amended by striking out the
January,—
word “April” and inserting the word:
Section 34. Section fifty-three of chapter sixtythree of the General Laws, as most recently amended
by chapter three hundred and forty-three of the acts
of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further
amended by striking out the word “April” wherever
January,
it occurs and inserting the word:
Section 35. Section four of chapter fifty-one of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further
amended by striking out the word “April” wherever it
occurs and inserting the word:
and by
January,
out
the word “May” and inserting the word:
striking
February,

Section 36. Section five of chapter fifty-one of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the acts of
nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further
amended by striking out the word “June” and inserting the word:
March,

1
Section 37. Section six of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter

3 one hundred and forty-six of the acts of nineteen hun-4 dred and twenty-five, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the word “June” and inserting the word:
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and by striking out the word “July” and
April,
7 inserting the word:
6

March,

Section 38. Sections seven, eight and nine of
1
2 chapter fifty-one of the General Laws, as most recently

3 amended by chapter one hundred and thirty-one of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, are
5 hereby further amended by striking out the word
6 “April” wherever it occurs and inserting the word:
7 January,
1
2

3
4

5
6

1
2

3
4

-5
6

Section 39. Section twelve of chapter eighty of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter three hundred and seventy-seven of the acts
of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby
further amended by striking out the word “October”
July,
and inserting the word;
Section 40. Section thirteen of chapter eighty of
the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter three hundred and seventy-seven of the acts
of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further amended by striking out the word “April” and
January,
inserting the word:

1
Section 41. Section nineteen of chapter one hun-2 dred and thirty-two of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the last sentence and insert-4 ing the following new sentence;
Such assessment

5 shall be a lien upon the land for two years from the first
6 day of July in the year of assessment, and shall be
7 collected under a warrant of the assessors to the col-8 lector of taxes of such city and town in the manner and
9 upon the terms and conditions and in the exercise of
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10 the powers and duties, so far as they may be appli-11 cable, prescribed by chapter sixty, and real estate
12 sold under such warrant shall be subject to the pro-13 visions of said chapter relative to land sold for taxes.
1
Section 42. This act shall take effect upon
2 January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-two.

