
To accompany the petition of Michael J. Ward for the estab-
lishment of an advisory board of pardons and defining its powers
and duties. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act establishing an Advisory Board of Pardons and
defining its Powers and Duties.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter six of
2 the General Laws, as amended by section one of
3 chapter three hundred and eighty-three of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by inserting before the
6 word “armory” in the first line, the words;—-
7 advisory board of pardons, the, —so as to read as
8 follows: — Section 17. The advisory board of par-
-9 dons, the armory commissioners, the art commis-

-10 sion, the board of appeal from decisions of the com-
-11 missioner of corporations and taxation, the com-

-0

12 mission on administration and finance, the commis-
-13 sioner of state aid and pensions, the commissioners
14 on uniform state laws, the public bequest commis-
-15 sion, the state ballot law commission and the trus-
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16 tees of the state library shall serve under the gover-
-17 nor and council, and shall be subject to such super-
-18 vision as the governor and council deem necessary
19 or proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter six is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section seventeen, under
3 the heading Advisory Board of Pardons, the fol-
-4 lowing new sections:
5 Section 17A. There shall be an advisory board of
6 pardons, consisting of five citizens of the common-
-7 wealth to be appointed by the governor, with the ad-
-8 vice and consent of the council, who shall be desig-
-9 nated in their initial appointments to serve respect-

-10 ively for terms as follows:—one for one year, two
11 for two years, and two for three years. The gover-
-12 nor shall designate one of the members as chairman.
13 Upon the expiration of the term of office of a mem-
-14 ber, his successor shall be appointed in the manner
15 aforesaid for three years. The chairman shall receive
16 a salary of forty-five hundred dollars and each other
17 member shall receive a salary of twenty-five hundred
18 dollars. A vacancy in said board shall be filled, in
19 the manner aforesaid, for the unexpired term.
20 Section 178. The board may, subject to the ap-
-21 proval of the governor and council, appoint and fix
22 the compensation of such employees as may be
23 necessary in order to execute efficiently the powers
24 and duties vested in said board by section one hun-
-25 dred and fifty-four of chapter one hundred and
26 twenty-seven.

1 Section 3. Section seven of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-five of the General Laws is hereby
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3 amended by striking out the second sentence, —so
4 as to read as follows: —Section 7. The board of
5 parole shall have the powers and duties relative to
6 granting permits to be at liberty from penal and
7 reformatory institutions given by chapter one hun-
-8 dred and twenty-seven. It shall make an annual
9 report to the commissioner.

1 Section 4. Section one hundred and fifty-four
2 of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
3 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in the first line, the words “ The board of parole,
5 acting as ”, and by striking out, in the twenty-
-6 eighth line, the words “ of parole ”, and by add-
-7 ing at the end the following sentence: The board
8 shall make an annual report to the governor, —so
9 as to read as follows: —Section 154- The advisory

10 board of pardons, shall consider carefully and thor-
-11 oughly the merits of all petitions for pardons or
12 commutation of sentence referred to it by the gover-
-13 nor, and it shall make to him, without publicity, a
14 written report containing its conclusions and recom-
-15 mendations. No such report shall be made without
16 the concurrence of a majority of its members. Be-
-17 fore considering any petition for pardon or com-
-18 mutation of sentence, if the conviction of the pris-
-19 oner was had in the superior court, the advisory
20 board of pardons shall notify the district attorney,
21 who shall report the facts of the case as they ap-
-22 peared at the trial, or, if the conviction was upon a
23 plea of guilty, the facts as he understands them, the
24 names of all witnesses in the case, and his recom-
-25 mendation. If the petitioner is serving a sentence
26 in the state prison the attorney general shall also
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27 be notified. If the conviction was in a district court
28 the justice thereof shall make to said board a similar
29 report and recommendation. The attorney general,
30 district attorney, or justice, as the case may be,
31 shall be notified of the hearing upon the petition
32 for pardon, and they or their representatives may
33 be present at the hearing, examine the petitioner’s
34 witnesses, and be heard. The said board shall not
35 review the proceedings of the trial court, and shall
36 not consider any questions regarding the correctness,
37 regularity or legality of such proceedings, but shall
38 confine itself solely to matters which properly bear
39 upon the propriety of the extension of clemency to
40 the petitioner. Said board from time to time may
41 make rules relative to the calling of meetings and to
42 the proceedings thereat. The board or any member
43 of it may summon witnesses and administer oaths
44 or affirmations. The fees of witnesses before the
45 board shall be the same as for witnesses before the
46 superior court, and shall be paid from the appropria-
-47 tion for the expenses of the board. The board shall
48 make an annual report to the governor.


