
To accompany the petition of Daniel Needham that provision be
made for the retirement of officers of the National Guard and militia
service from active militia service. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to provide for the Retirement of Officers of
the National Guard and Militia Service from
Active Militia Service.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House 0/ Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section ninety-eight of chapter thirty-three of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in chapter four
3 hundred and sixty-five of the general acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby
5 amended as follows: - In the seventh and eighth
6 lines, by striking out the words “at the time of
7 making application;”, and inserting the words:
8 in the active militia, in the eighth line, by
9 adding after the word “officer” the words:

10 of the active militia, in the thirteenth line, by
11 adding after the word “the” the word:
12 active, in the nineteenth line, by striking out
13 the words “at the time of making application.”,
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and inserting the words: in the active militia.14
- in the twentieth line, by adding after the
word “officer” the words: —in the active mili-
tia, in the twenty-ninth line, by adding after
the word “officer” the words: — of the active
militia, and in the last line, by adding after
the word “the” the word: —active, —so as to
read: Section 98. Any commissioned officer in
the militia service of the age of sixty-four shall
be discharged, or placed upon the retired list,
with the grade held by him at the time of making
application therefor; provided, that he complies
with this chapter. Any commissioned officer in
the militia service who has served as such in the
active militia of the commonwealth for the
period of ten years may, upon his own applica-
tion, be placed upon the retired list with the rank
held by him in the active militia; but an officer
of the active militia who, at the time of making
such application, has remained in the same grade
for the period of ten years, or has served as a
commissioned officer for the period of fifteen
years, or, having served in the army or navy of
the United States in time of war and, having been
honorably discharged therefrom, has also served
as a commissioned officer in the active militia of
the commonwealth for a period of five years,
may be retired with the rank next in grade above
that held by him during the six months preced-
ing the time of making such application. Any
commissioned officer who has served in the
active militia of this commonwealth for the
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46 period of fifteen years, at least six of which have
47 been as a commissioned officer, may be placed
48 upon the retired list with the rank held by him
49 in the active militia. Any commissioned officer
50 in the active militia after the completion of
51 twenty-five years’ or more commissioned service
52 may be placed upon the retired list with such
53 increase in rank as the commander-in-chief may
54 direct. A commissioned officer upon the retired
55 list accepting a commission in the active militia
56 may at any time, upon his own application, be
57 placed upon the retired list with the rank with
58 which he was formerly retired; provided, that,
59 if his latest service on the active list has entitled
60 him to a grade on the retired list higher than
61 that previously held by him, he shall be given
62 such higher grade. At his own request, an
63 officer of the active militia applying for retire-
-64 ment, or a retired officer, may be given any rank
65 of the same grade then held by him or of a lower
66 grade. All officers who held a commission in the
67 Massachusetts Volunteer Militia prior to May
68 twenty-eighth, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
69 who would have been entitled to a retirement as
70 hereinbefore provided had the same been in
71 effect, shall be entitled to apply for retirement
72 under the provisions of this section. Service in
73 the state guard shall be considered as service in
74 the active militia.




