
SENATE 217
To accompany the petition of Arthur H. Pratt for legislation to

provide for the better identification of criminals. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act for the Better Identification of Criminals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The commissioner of public safety
2 of the commonwealth, the sheriffs of the various
3 counties, the police commissioner for the city of
4 Boston or the chief of police of any city or town
5 in the commonwealth of Massachusetts, or other
6 officer in charge of police force of any city or
7 town in the commonwealth, shall cause to be
8 taken the photograph and the name, age, height,
9 weight and general description of every person

10 arrested for any crime except violations of city
11 ordinances or of town by-laws, and copies of his
12 fingerprints in accordance with the fingerprint
13 system of identification of criminals, and if he
14 deems it advisable, the measurements of such
15 person in accordance with the so-called Bertillon

Cfce Commtmtocaltfc of Qiassacbuoetts



SENATE No. 217. [Jan. 1931.2

16 system. This section shall also apply to a person
17 or persons arrested as tramps or vagrants.

1 Section 2. The photographs and identifying
2 matter obtained under the preceding section shall
3 be kept in the office of the commissioner or chief
4 of police or other officer in charge of police force
5 of any city or town, who shall upon request
6 furnish the same to any executive officer of the
7 police force of • a city or town in the common-
-8 wealth, and if he deems it advisable, to police
9 authorities outside the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






