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To accompany the petition of Michael H. Sullivan and another for
legislation relative to auditors and special masters in the Supreme Ju-
dicial and Superior courts, and to the taking and transcribing of evi-
dence at hearings before such officers. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to Auditors and Special Masters in
the Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts, and
to the Taking and Transcribing of Evidence at
Hearings before Such Officers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fifty-five of chapter two
2 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by adding thereto the follow-
-4 ing:—
5 The chief justice of the supreme judicial court
6 and the chief justice of the superior court shall,
7 on or before September first of every third year
8 beginning in nineteen hundred and thirty-one,
9 designate and file with the clerks of the supreme

10 judicial court and of the superior court in each
11 county a list of an adequate number of attorneys
12 at law in each county, from which appointments
13 of auditors and special masters shall be made by
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14 the supreme judicial court and the superior court.
15 Parties with the approval of the court may
16 agree upon an auditor or master not contained
17 in said lists.

1 Section 2. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby further
3 amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-4 ing section which shall be called section ninety-
-5 one A.
6 Section 91A. Whenever in the supreme judi-
-7 cial court and in the superior court a case is
8 referred to a special master the order of reference
9 shall at the request of either party provide for

10 the appointment of an official stenographer who
11 shall receive from the county the sum of fifteen
12 dollars for each day’s actual and necessary
13 attendance of five hours.
14 Either party may appeal from the findings of
15 the master and have the evidence reported to the
16 court making the appointment. The cost of
17 transcribing the evidence shall be paid in the
18 first instance by the party appealing and shall
19 be taxed as part of the taxable costs. The evi-
-20 dence so reported shall become a part of the
21 record in appeals from the decision of said court
22 from its findings of fact to the supreme judicial
23 court unless omitted by agreement of the parties.






