
To accompany the petition of James G. Moran for legislation to
prevent legalized holdups and racketeering in the collection of taxes.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to prevent Legalized Holdups and Racketeer-
ing in the Collection of Taxes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter sixty of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section thirty-four and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 3J+. If a tax upon personal property
5 assessed upon a person remains unpaid for four-
-6 teen days after demand therefor, the collector
7 may issue his warrant to the sheriffs of the several
8 counties, or the deputies, or deputy collector of
9 taxes, directing them and each of them to dis-

10 train the property or take the body of the person
11 assessed and to proceed as required of collectors
12 in like cases; but a collector of taxes who issues
13 a warrant for the arrest of a person for the non-
-14 payment of taxes, or the officer to whom he
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15 commits the warrant, shall, after the service of
16 the warrant, allow such person to go free for a
17 period not exceeding fourteen days after said
18 service, at which time, if said person does not
19 pay his tax with all fees and charges due thereon,
20 including one dollar for services of said Avarrant
21 and tAvo cents for each mile traveled by said
22 officer in the performance of said collection, said
23 officer may then arrest the said person on the
24 aforesaid warrant, but said person so arrested
25 shall be entitled to bail as in any criminal case.
26 The warrant shall run throughout the common-
-27 wealth, but shall be directed only to the sheriff
28 or his deputies of the county where the person
29 to be apprehended resides, but the officers to
30 whom it is directed may ser\re it and apprehend
31 the person in any county. A warrant issued
32 under this section may be signed by the collector
33 or his deputy; and, if the warrant is sealed by an
34 impression seal, a facsimile of the signature of
35 the collector shall have the same validity as his
36 written signature.






