
Senate, April 7, 1931.

The committee on Legal Affairs, to whom was referred
so much of the final report of the special commission
established (under Chapter 12 of the Resolve of 1929
and continued under Chapter 2 of the Resolves of 1930)
to investigate the laws relative to dependent, delinquent
and neglected children and children otherwise requiring
special care (House, No. 1200) as relates to authorizing
the award of custody of the minor children of divorced
parents to third persons (Appendix LII), report the ac-
companying bill (Senate, No. 456).

For the committee,

JOHN D. MACKAY.
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SENATE No. 456. [Apr. 1931.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act authorizing the Award of Custody of the Minor
Children of Divorced Parents to Third Persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C&e CommontoealtJ) of sgasgacfnisetts

1 Section twenty-eight of said chapter two hundred
2 and eight is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “remain” in the sixth line the words:

,
or

4 may award their custody to some third person if it
5 seems expedient or for the benefit of the children,
6 so as to read as follows; Section 28. Upon decree
7 of divorce, or petition of either parent, or of a next
8 friend in behalf of the children, after notice to both
9 parents, after such decree, the court may make such

10 decree as it considers expedient relative to the care,
11 custody and maintenance of the minor children of
12 the parties, and may determine with which of the
13 parents the children or any of them shall remain, or
14 may award their custody to some third person if it
15 seems expedient or for the benefit of the children,
16 and afterward may from time to time, upon the
17 petition of either parent, or of a next friend, revise
18 and alter such decree or make a new decree, as the
19 circumstances of the parents and the benefit of the
20 children may require.






