
SENATE 8

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
THE LAYING OUT AND CONSTRUCTION
OF A NON-STOP THROUGH WAY, CON-
NECTING THE TOWN OF NAHANT AND
THE CITY OF LYNN, OVER THE AREA
HERETOFORE OCCUPIED BY THE ROAD-
BED AND TRACKS OF THE NAHANT
AND LYNN STREET RAILWAY COMPANY.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Metropolitan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1931

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court assembled.

On May 12, 1931, the following resolve, chapter 15,
was approved by the Governor:

CJ)c Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be hereby
authorized and directed to investigate as to the feasibility, expediency
and cost of constructing, over the area heretofore occupied by the
roadbed and tracks of the defunct Nahant and Lynn Street Railway
Company, a through way for the accommodation of non-stop vehicular
trafficbetween the town of Nahant and the city of Lynn, substantially
parallel with the existing metropolitan boulevard and so constructed
as to be entered only at its termini in said city and said town. The
commission shall make a survey of said proposed way and shall include
in its report estimates of the expense involved and the most appropriate
methods of apportioning the same. The commission shall report to
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the general court its estimates and recommendations, if any, by filing
the same, with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recom-
mendations into effect, with the clerk of the senate on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.

The Commission, as directed, has investigated as to
the feasibility, expediency and cost of constructing, over
the area heretofore occupied by the roadbed and tracks
of the defunct Nahant and Lynn Street Railway Com-
pany, a through way for the accommodation of non-stop
vehicular traffic between the town of Nahant and the
city of Lynn, substantially parallel with the existing
metropolitan boulevard, and so constructed as to enter
only at its termini in said city and said town, and here-
with submits its report

In a previous report, House Document No. 125 of
1927, the Commission reported upon traffic congestion
along Nahant Road, and recommended that additional
parking space be provided on the westerly side of Nahant
Road to avoid congestion. As a result of that report
88,000 was appropriated and additional parking space
was provided.

Conditions since that report have not changed sub-
tantially. The additional parking space is still insuf-

ficient to accommodate all those who desire the benefit
of this area during holidays and hot summer evening!
Last year the Nahant and Lynn Street Railway Com
pany abandoned its location, the tracks have been re-
moved, and this area is now available for use.

Nahant Road runs from Washington Street, Lynn, to
Nahant, over the neck of land which connects Nahant
with the mainland, and is the only highway to Nahant.
The distance from Washington Street to Flash Road,
Nahant, is about 12,200 feet. At Washington Street
there are two roadways only a short distance apart one
in front of the bathhouse, the other in the rear. These
converge and join, and these two roadways and a part
of the roadway beyond, for a total distance from Wash
ington Street of 1,200 feet, are under the care and con-
trol of the Metropolitan District Commission. The rest
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of the highway, a distance of about 11,000 feet to Nahant,
is owned and maintained by the town of Nahant, but is
policed as far as Little Nahant by the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission. The roadway under the control of the
Commission is constructed 50 feet wide in front of the
bathhouse and 34 feet wide in the rear of the bathhouse.
The roadway controlled by the town of Nahant is located
50 feet wide and constructed 30 feet wide. The land on
both sides of the highway as far as Little Nahant is owned
by the State. The land owned by the State between Little
Nahant and Nahant was early this year turned back to the
town at its request by the Commission, as the town did
not desire to have it longer used by the general public
but reserved for its own residents. The location of the
street railway was to the west of the highway and sub-
stantially parallel to it at a varying distance from 20 to
130 feet as far as Castle Road, Nahant, where it leaves
Nahant Road and follows Meadow Road, an uncon-
structed street of Nahant, to Flash Road. The location
is about 24 feet wide.

It is feasible and practical to build a road on the street
railway location having no connecting entrance be-
twr een Washington Street and Nahant Road at Nahant.
This would provide another road to Nahant. It would
be necessary to build and improve retaining walls and
shore protection and to do considerable filling. The
cost of doing this work with the grading and surfacing
of a 24-foot roadway is estimated at 8300,000.

Nahant Road is amply able to take care of the traffic
to Nahant during the year except for the holidays and
hot evenings during the summer months. At such times
the entire area on the neck of land between Nahant
and the mainland would be insufficient to accommodate
the cars of all those who desire to resort to this area.

The Commission feels that the expense of building a
new roadway as proposed in the resolve is not justified;
that it would be more economical and practical to try
to enlarge and improve the present parking area by further
filling the land to the west of the roadway, including por-
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tions of the street railway location, and by constructing
through this parking area an inexpensive roadway sufficient
only for cars seeking parking space with access only at
an entrance from that part of Nahant Road under the
control of the Commission, and an exit near Wilson
Road at Little Nahant, and that a fence or posts be
erected on the westerly side of Nahant Road to prevent
entrance to and from the parking area except at these
two places, and that near Wilson Road a circle be con-
structed to furnish an easy turning place for cars de-
siring to return over Nahant Rnad.

It will be necessary to extend the existing sea wall for
a short distance, to improve the shore protection, and
to fill a few areas where the water has encroached upon
the existing shore.

The cost of these improvements depends entirely upon
the extent to which the work is carried. It is believed
that reasonable improvement to existing conditions can
be made for $25,000.

A bill to carry these recommendations into effect ac-
companies this report.

Respectfully submitted

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
FRANK A. BAYRD,
WM. F. ROGERS,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
GEO. B. WASON,

Metropolitan District Commission.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two

Tn Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission
to enlarge and improve Parking Facilities on Land of
the Commonwealth in the Town of Nahant.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The' metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized to enlarge and improve parking
3 facilities on land of the commonwealth now controlled
4 by said commission on the westerly side of Nahant
5 road between the Nahant Beach playground and Wil-
-6 son road, Nahant, providing suitable road connec-
-7 tions with said parking area, at an expense not to
8 exceed in the aggregate dollars; provided,
9 that an amount sufficient for the purposes hereof shall

10 first have been appropriated, the same to be assessed
11 upon the municipalities of the metropolitan parks
12 district. Said commission may, so far as practicable,
13 prohibit the passage of vehicles between said parking
14 area and Nahant road except by the use of such
15 connections.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

Cfic Commontoealti) of o@assadnisetts








